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SOFAS, DINING & BEDS

Fresh new looks.

Since 1989 we've been championing quality, design and craftsmanship. Furnrl.ure
We're also proud to offer the UK's widest choice of dining furniture. W
So whether your taste runs to industrial chic or modern country you'll

find it all at Furniture Village.

52 stores « 0800 7 830 830 « furniturevillage.co.uk
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INSIDE YOUR EASTER ISSUE

Rev Kate Bottley 10
She loves being in the media spotlight, but the
Easter message is what makes her truly happy

Your starter for ten 14

One topic has dominated this series of University

Challenge - the rights and wrongs of “"buzzer gate”

Miriam Margolyes 16

In a wide-ranging chat the outspoken star reflects
on life, death — and falling out with an old friend

TV's top themes 22

We asked you to vote for your favourite
TV theme —and now the results are in

June Brown 26
She may be 92 with failing eyesight, but that
doesn’t stop her enjoying life to the full

Will Self 30

The journalist and author adored the Moomins
asaboy, andit's alove that has endured

Simon Barnes 33

Has there ever been a sports star as fascinating
and complex as snooker genius Ronnie O'Sullivan?

Eddie Mair 125

Hold my coat a minute —I'm going to pick a fight
with Helen Mirren

ALSO THIS WEEK

Viewpoint Countryfile's Tom Heap 9

Discover TV The best of iPlayer and beyond 50
Soapland This week's soaps begin here 73

Your RT Books, gardening travel and money 146
Puzzles The prize crossword and more 155
Feedback You have your say 158

View from my sofa Sara Cox 162

Contact editor Mark Frith by email on
RTeditor@radiotimes.com

‘Happy Easter
from Radio Times!

EASTER HAS ALWAYS been
a real treat for me. Four
days when work stops and
you can indulge in doing
not very much apart from
spending time with family
and friends - and of course enjoying great
television and radio.

I know from the deluge of emails that
we received after last year’s Easter issue
that it’'s an important time of the year for
many of you, too. So, because it’s a special
time we feel it’s only right we create this
special issue. We hope you enjoy it.

This year we've called on the services
of celebrated illustrator Robin Shaw to
create our cover. Robin has created
several of our Christmas covers in recent
years and has now turned his attention
to Easter.

Inside this issue we have 164 pages
highlighting the best
television and radio
programmes and film
across dozens of TV and

radio stations. Whether it’s Miriam
Margolyes’s thought-provoking
programme on life and death (Miriam’s
Dead Good Adventure is on Easter Day
BBC2, see page 16), religious programming
or a great movie (our film guide begins

on page 34), we have everything you need.
Our round-up of the best catch-up and
streaming shows on page 50 will give

you lots of ideas, too.

HIS EDITION ALSO officially kickstarts
I the spring TV season. Coming up in
Radio Times in the next few weeks
you can read all about the finale of the
current run of Line of Duty, series two of
Killing Eve, plus exciting new dramas from
Sally Wainwright (Gentleman Jack) and
Russell T Davies (Years &5 Years). Has
there ever been a better time to take out
a subscription? See the card attached to
this page for details. Happy Easter!

Mark Frith
editor Radio Times

Share photos of your RT Easter traditions with us on social media
using the hashtag #RadioTimesEaster — we'll share our favourites!
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David Something

Andrew Butcher Understood &

Collins Why is every Easter Day sees the

Willy Wonka and journalist in final new edition of

the Chocolate aTVdrama the Radio 4 show.

Factory and awalking A We talk toits long-

other treats for cliché? - time presenter,

the imagination Mark Tully

DAD'S ARMY AT 50!

We're delighted to
announce that a revised,
110-page 2019 edition of
our book celebrating the
ClaSSIC comedy is now

To order, please VISIt
radiotimes.com/
rtdadsarmy -\,1
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TAP ANY
PROGRAMME
TO READ
MORE

WHAT I'M WATCHING..
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TOM HEAP

¢I've been watching Fleabag
(hasn’t everyone?) and Queer

. Eye, which is surprisingly

sensitive reality TV, says the Countryfile
presenter and this week’s columnist.
“Midsomer Murders is a hilarious
distraction for a rural current affairs
presenter. As for radio, I still love the
serendipity of Radio 4 and football
commentary on Radio 5 Live.?
Viewpoint — page 9

famine and, as ever,
the incomparable
Ritula Shah on
The World

Tonight.’

Why I love the

Moomins —
page 30

®

B WHAT WE'VE LEARNT THIS WEEK

Pre-CGl, disaster movies weren't just difficult to make

look realistic, they were truly dangerous. Stuntman

Ernie Orsatti was paid a mere $150 to crash through

a glass skylight in 1972's The Poseidon Adventure

(right) and three extras drowned during i
the filming of the flood scenes in

the 1928 epic Noah's Ark.

Mark Kermode's
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WILL SELF
¢I never got the hang of

television, because we didn’t
have one when I was a child,
but I live in a sort of amniotic fluid of
Radios 3 and 4,” says the journalist

and author. “My recent highlights were
the edition of In Our Time on the Irish

Ritula Shah

Secrets of Cinema
Easter Monday BBC4
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Snooker: World
Championship

From 10.00am BBC2
The first frames from the
Crucible in Sheffield as
Mark Williams begins the
defence of histtitle.

Easter from King's
5.35pmBBC2

Proving that King's isn't just
for Christmas, this glorious
service includes the famous
choir's performance of the
Hallelujah Chorus.

Britain's Got Talent
8.00pmITV

Four yesses from us for the
show that manipulates our
emotions, butis also heart-
warming and entertaining.

-r\‘
New The Importance
of Being Oscar
9.00pm BBC2
The witty one-liners, the
poised plays and the life
that went off therails: a

well-upholstered drama-doc
offers aninsight into Wilde.

New Undiscovered Worlds The Durrells

with Steve Backshall
8.00pm BBC2

® ¢ Anextraordinary trip by
Y ayak up aremote fiord
inGreenlandisthefirstofa
series of never-before-
attempted expeditions.

8.00pmITV

® ¢ |tseemsthatallisnot
BN vvcll between Spiros and
his wife Dimitra, but will that
give us what wewant—a
happy ending for Louisa
(Keeley Hawes, below)?

Drama of the Week

Line of Duty

9.00pm BBC1

Ted (Adrian Dunbar, above)
isinadark place after the
shocking events of last week,
while rogue cop John grows
increasingly desperate.

New/Comedy of
the Week League of
Gentlemen - Live Again!
10.00pm BBC2

(N Ireland: 11.30pm)

A chancetoseethelLeague's
20th anniversary stage show
that toured the country last year

—Pauline, Herr Lipp, Edward, i
Tubbs and many more... 5 ;

I3 Kubo and the Two
Strings ES3S34
12.30pm Cc4

® ¢ Andrew Collins (p35)
BN marvels at the ingenuity
of this adventure from
Missing Link studio Laika.

Operaon3
from the Met
6.30pm Radio 3
Mozart's operalLa clemenza
di Tito is broadcast from the
Metropolitan Operain New
York, with a starring role for
mezzo Joyce DiDonato.

Saving Mr Banks

& 3.40pm BBC1
® ¢ The writers of
B2 children's stories
(see p34) are not always
as cuddly as the
charactersthey create,
as Walt Disney (Tom
Hanks) discovers when
he meets Mary Poppins
author PL Travers
(Emma Thompson).

Good Morning Sunday
6.00am Radio 2

The Rev Kate Bottley (left)

and co-presenter Jason
Mohammad welcome the
Archbishop of Canterbury.

Read our interview with WV

Rev Bottley on page10. '
AN
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University Challenge
8.30pm BBC2

The 201819 tournament
comes down to this as
Jeremy Paxman poses the
toughest of quiz questions
totwo brilliant teams.
Your starter for ten...

A House through Time
9.00pm BBC2

David Olusoga (below) keeps
unearthing dramatic life
stories at one terraced house
in Newcastle. This week: the

Edwardian era.

Mark Kermode's
Secrets of Cinema
9.00pm BBC4

Another masterful dissection
of a cinematic genre. This
time round Kermode gets

to grips with the tropes of
disaster movies.

Trust Me

9.00pm BBC1

Episode two of the thriller
sees Jamie (Alfed Enoch,
above) gather evidence. It'll
keep you on the edge of your
seat —mainly because
everything's so dark you
needto be close tothe screen.

Don't Forget the Driver
10.00pm BBC2

Toby Jones has afacethat's
made for angst. Andit's all
getting quite fraught for our
put-upon coach driver now
that Rita has movedin.

First Dates

10.00pm c4

No matter how well-matched
the couples are —and this
show is terrific at doing that
—the beauty is that you can
never be totally sure if
they're going to hit it off.

I Spider-Man: Into the
Spider-Verse @

Sky Store/Virgin Movies

® ¢ Atangledweb of
2N - rachnid folk, all
with tongues firmly in
cheeks, starinthis
animated romp.

Mastertapes on Tour:
Richard Hawley at the
Crucible

11.00am Radio 4

John Wilson joins the great
Sheffield singer/songwriter
in his home city to look
back over a 33-year career.

WEDNESDAY 24

Earth from Space
9.00pm BBC1
(Scotland: 11.05pm)
® ¢ \Witnessanincredible
2N iandscape of sand
dunes on the Brazilian coast
and oxbow lakes on the
Amazon as the satellite
series unwraps our planet.

Urban Myths

9.00pm Sky Arts

What happened when Hans
Christian Andersen turned
up unannounced at Charles
Dickens's house? Stephen
Mangan and lan Hart play
the two authors.

The Bay
9.00pmITV

Morven Christie (below) is
terrificin this underpowered
but absorbing crime drama,
which finally reveals the
truth behind the death of
aMorecambe

teenager.

<
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Unbreakable xxxx B
9.00pm Sony Movie Channel
No less than Quentin Tarantino
rates M Night Shyamalan's
“brilliant retelling of the
Superman mythology" as
one of the top 20 films of
the last 20 years.

The Book Thief xxx &
6.25pm Film4

® ¢ The plight of Germans
W2X who didn't fall for Nazi
propaganda is the subject of
this thoughtful drama, as
seenthroughthe eyesof a
young girl (Sophie Nélisse).

THURSDAY 295

Celebrity Painting
Challenge

8.00pm BBC1(Wales:
Friday 8.30pm BBC2)

Three painters remain, and
have to prove their mettle
via a night-time showdown at
the Natural History Museum
hosted by Mariella Fostrup.

. - el q -
Documentary of the
Week Ambulance
9.00pm BBC1

A new run of the Bafta-
winning series with more
moving and shocking stories
from the North West
Ambulance Service.

New Happy Birthday
0U: 50 years of the
Open University
9.00pm BBC4

A half-century of distance
learning is celebrated, as
OU graduate Lenny Henry
recalls the kipper ties and
hairy faces of the 1970s
TV lecturers.

FRIDAY

New John Bishop's
Ireland

8.00pm ITV (not N Ireland;
not STV or Border Scotland)
The comic tours the country,
having a laugh with local
characters and performing
the odd gig along the way.

New John Lee Hooker:
the Boogie Man

9.00pm BBC4

A loving profile of the
legendary bluesman (below)
includes tributes from Van
Morrison and Keith Richards
—plus generous helpings of
Hooker himself.

The Looming Tower
9.30pm BBC2
Anintriguing drama about
how power games between
the CIA and FBI actually
helped al-Qaeda’s plansin
the run-up to 9/11.

The Woman in Black
% %% [H 11.00pm

Horror Channel

You would think Daniel
Radcliffe is used to the odd
bumpinthe
night, but even
heis suitably
spooked in this &
Gothic horror.

The Bubble

4.00pm Radio 4

A fascinating experiment
in which a Conservative
supporter and a Labour
supporterimmerse

"¢ themselvesin each other's

FC\} ’ Twitter timelines.

Shimmer and Dazzle:
Seeing What Bridget
Riley Sees
6.30am/8.30pm/1.30am
Radio 4 Extra

A profile of artist Bridget Riley
ahead of a big retrospective
in London later this year.

Drama: My Friend
Marie Antoinette
2.15pm Radio 4

In Carine Adler’s poignant
drama, Marie Antoinette'’s
final days are brought to life
—as seen from the point of
view of a prison maid.

3 The Equalizer 2 xxx
[H 8.00pm Sky Premiere

If it's payback time, you'd
better hopeit's not
Denzel Washington
doing the collecting...
amanwho
manages to mete
out retribution,
but does it with
charisma.

Crowd Science

8.30pm BBC World Service
With antibiotic-resistant
bacteriaanincreasing threat
to human health, could the
answer liein viruses
themselves —and the former
Soviet republic of Georgia?

#x Recommended family viewing: check programme descriptions for age suitability

UNMISSABLE TV, FILM & RADIO FOR YOU TO WATCH AND RECORD )



News

WHAT GETS US TALKING...

JUST WHAT THE DOCTOR ORDERED
Martin Clunes has just started filming the ninth
series of Doc Martin and it looks as if it will be just
the tonic for the show's fans. Clunes tells me that
the drama, which has begun filming in Port Isaac
(which doubles as Portwenn) and the surrounding
areas of the north Cornwall coast where they've
based the series since 2004, attracts a warm
response from viewers. “People write

to me, which | find quite touching,

telling me they go through their

chemotherapy by binge-

watching Doc Martin," he says.

"I think you get a triple hit of

nice countryside, gentle humour

and a bossy man in a posh suit

fixing everyone. And | guess that

might be quite comforting.”

INTIMIDATION OF THE PRESS

The term press freedom is often bandied about,
the BBC's World Affairs editor John Simpson tells
me, but nowhere is it more important than in the
case of the 100 or so staff of the BBC's Persian
service, who are being subjected to harassment
and intimidation on a horrific scale. The staff,
many of whom are based in London, are having
their assets in Iran targeted, the passports of
families confiscated and some relatives have
been thrown into jail. Simpson outlined the
abuses at a recent seminar event at Broadcasting
House and called on the world to act against
what he called these “despicable” and
"disqusting” events. Still more frighteningly,
some of Simpson'’s BBC colleagues even fear
that one day there might be an assassination

of a London-based journalist.

NAILING THE NAMES
Line of Duty (Sunday BBC1) has made household
names of its heroes and villains. In anti-corruption
unit AC-12 there's Ted Hastings (Adrian Dunbar),
Steve Arnott (Martin Compston) and Kate
Fleming (Vicky McClure), and the suspects and
villains have been just as memorable, from
Keeley Hawes's unstable Lindsay Denton to Craig
Parkinson's venal Matthew “Dot" Cottan. But one
thing links them all — none of them has a real-life
equivalent in the modern British police, at
least not in terms of their name. Great
care is taken to ensure that no real
; coppers could sue for defamation,
: % and as a result the names chosen for
-
2\

SOPHIE MUTEVELIAN/BBC

the characters in early drafts of Jed
Mercurio's scripts have had to be
changed — with one exception. Roz

series four by Thandie Newton,

L started out as Roz Huntley
and stayed that way Summer of Rockets writer/director

\ Huntley, the dodgy copper played in

Stephen Poliakoff (right), and
with Timothy Spall (above), who
plays Lord Wallington

through to the final
script... BEN DOWELL




PERIOD PIECE

Kathleen Shaw (Keeley Hawes) and
hearing-aid manufacturer Samuel
Petrukhin (Toby Stephens) become
friends in the febrile 50s

-
€

Listening brief

tephen Poliakoff will take us back to 1958 in his new BBC2
Sdrama, Summer of Rockets, centred on Russian Jewish émigré,
inventor and hearing-aid manufacturer Samuel Petrukhin
(Toby Stephens). He and his wife Miriam (Lucy Cohu) are drawn
into the world of spying when they meet MP Richard Shaw u
(Linus Roache) and his wife Kathleen (Keeley Hawes). ‘:_'LC.\-
The character of Petrukhin is partly based on Poliakoff's F‘
own father, who produced hearing aids during that period — \-
even supplying Winston Churchill and coming under suspicion
that, as a Russian, he might be bugging the PM via his earpieces.
1958 was a very interesting summer,"’ says Poliakoff. "It was
the last season when debutantes were presented to the Queen and
bookending it were the Notting Hill riots and the first whiff of the 60s.
Plus there were all these rockets and satellites being launched and the
modern world of communications coming into bei 0. BEN DOWELL




FASHIONABLE MEETS STRETCH-OUTABLE

The Pedro combines modern design with comfy features like cushioned arms and
a moveable lounger seat. It’'s also handmade to order and guaranteed for 15 years.
So why not come and take a closer look?

Pedro 4-seater lounger sofa £799
Save £800. After Event £1599

Kl 5 15 IEA | making everyday
Handorafied | GUARANTEE more comfortable : ;

L1 B- g s R PO ———

Pedro 4-seater lounger sofa, scatter cushions optional extra. After event price applies from 08.05.19 - see in-store or online for details, 15 year guarantes applies to frames and frame springs on all sofas, chairs and footstools.
Delivery charges apply. DFS is a division of DFS Trading Ltd. Registerad in England and Wales No 01735950, Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster, DNG 7NA. dfs.co.uk



Viewpoint

‘If it hurts, it won't work’

Individual sacrifice isn’'t going to save us from climate change

GETTY; RADIO TIMES ARCHIVE

HAVE NO DOUBT that climate change

threatens the survival of human civilisa-

tion, yet I own a gas guzzler that hastens

our demise. Why? Because it’s fun.

I enjoy the power, the acceleration, the
anticipation of speed. Given my decades of envi-
ronmental reporting and current presenting on
Radio 4’s Costing the Earth or TV’s Countryfile,
does this make me an especially infantile hypo-
crite? Judge for yourself. But I'm sure of one
thing: it makes me similar to the vast bulk of the
population who struggle to give up what they
like for what the planet needs.

Half a century of the environmental move-
ment spouting denial has been a failure. We now
drive more, fly more, eat more, heat more, waste
more, cool more. Yet some campaigners still
believe the present harm and future threat from
climate change will achieve some mass conver-
sion. It won’t. Consider this: we don’t even will-
ingly give up things that we know shorten our
own lives, like excess sugar, fat or salt. We don’t
take up things that would make us healthier, like
walking or swapping the lift for the stairs. Would
that we were good, but we are not.

And worse, constantly modelling the hair-
shirt in the environmental shop window is a gift
to opponents, delivering a grain of truth to the
slur that Greenies want to kill our joy and return
us to the Stone Age. Preaching sacrifice merely
sacrifices your own support.

Many people most concerned with the chal-
lenge of actually cutting global carbon emis-
sions know this to be true. Urging individual
behavioural change is virtually absent from

David
meets
Goliath

1 |

WHAT WE WATCHED
David Attenborough was going fossil
hunting for BBC2 with his new series
Lost Worlds, Vanished Lives. In the new
Sunday-night treat, he examined what life
on Earth was like 80 (or so) million years
ago. But the programme had strict rules,
including a refusal to provide animated
reconstructions of our animal forebears.
“Each of us cherishes our own mental
picture of what dinosaurs were like when
they were alive," Attenborough wrote
in RT. "Animations would damage that.
We will, instead, provide as much as
possible of the factual evidence on
which such imaginings can be based.”

reports by the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change. Christiana Figueres, who nego-
tiated international consensus on climate change
by delivering the historic UN-backed 2015 Paris
Agreement, told me why: “I don’t think we are
going to get very far if people think the only way
to decarbonise is through sacrifice,” she says.
“Ireally don’t think that’s helpful. Sacrifice is not
an enabling thought or force of change.”

¢We struggle to give
up what we like for
what the planet needs’

So what is? Proven success comes from tech-
nology, politics and financial pressure, prefera-
bly combined. In this country we have achieved
a remarkable and under-celebrated success.
Half of our electricity now comes from low-
carbon sources, and that percentage is rising. It’s
all thanks to science and politics. Engineers have

......
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s SUNNY OUTLOOK
Solar panels are helping
us lower our reliance on

' high-carbon energy sources
4

WHAT YOU SAID
RT columnist Miles Kington had just
suggested that dogs should be banned
from UK cities because of the blight

of dog mess. “Maybe we should also
consider banning the humans who
secrete waste for others to endure,”
complained Thea Forster from llford,
Essex. However, Dawn Foster from
Biggleswade in Bedfordshire was
supportive of Kington's argument.
"When | collected my granddaughter
from school last week | can honestly
say as | walked along the pavement,
every few feet there sat a pile of

dog excrement.” BEN DOWELL

TOM HEAP

delivered better, cheaper solar panels and wind
turbines, while regulations devised in Brussels
and London set renewable energy and carbon
targets that forced the closure of coal power
stations. Our behaviour hasn’t changed a frac-
tion and in our homes we suffer nought, we still
flick switches and forget.

I've mimicked this move in my own home,
having recently fitted more solar panels (now
affordable without subsidy), a battery and some
electric radiators. I hope to burn virtually no gas
this year, without discomfort.

pean emission regulations drive manufac-

turers to produce greener vehicles. Another
techno/political success. But in recent years this
has been undermined by the public desire for
bigger cars - the SUV craze. Proof once again
that we can’t curb our appetites.

Environmental NGOs and campaigners are
still vital, as they help change the political
climate to enable lawmakers to impose regula-
tions or green taxes and create markets for less
polluting products. But wagging their finger at
the public is pointless, and being prickly about
innovation is worse. Many in the Green move-
ment refer sniffily to the “technological fix”,
suggesting that “if it isn’t hurting, it isn’t worthy”.

I would argue the opposite: if it hurts, it prob-
ably won’t work.

I N TRANSPORT, STEADILY ratcheting Euro-

Tom Heap is a presenter of Radio 4's Costing the Earth
(Tue 3.30pm) and BBC1's Countryfile (Easter Day 7pm).
The Fast and the Curious is on Easter Monday 1lam R4

SATURDAY tv

BBC1

7.05 Bob Says...
Opportunity Knocks
With Bob Monkhouse,

1.55 Columbo
Peter Falk drama.

9.10 News and Sport
Read by Michael Buerk.

9.25 Midnight Caller
US drama starring

Gary Cole as a cop turned
radio talk show host.

10.15 The 0dd Couple
Starring Jack Klugman.

RadioTimes 20-26 April 2019
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Good Morning Sunday Faster Day 6am Radio 2

Youd ‘bettel"
believe 1t!

The Rev Kate Bottley drinks, dances and
has a retreshingly bouncy normality — but

at her heart is a strong Christian faith

INTERVIEW BY CATHERINE PEPINSTER

ATE BOTTLEY HAS been
counting the days until the
end of Lent. As she totters
into the room where we're
meeting in very high heels
and a bright yellow cardigan,
then wolfs down a box of sushi, the Rev Kate
lists all the things she’s given up this year for the
40-day traditional Christian season of fasting,
penance and almsgiving. “Cheese, chocolate,
alcohol - and plastic because my husband’s
given up plastic so we all have.”

And yes, she says, it feels like a long time.
Now the end is in sight with Easter
imminent and she’ll celebrate by host-
ing her regular Radio 2 show, Good
Morning Sunday.

“I can’t wait for Easter. I absolutely
love it,” she says. “I'll be taking in
Easter eggs for everyone. Me, I'm like
the Easter bunny in a dog collar”

It’s this humour and enthusiasm that
have made her a TV and radio star.

First came Gogglebox, the Channel 4
show where viewers watch others
viewing telly, and after that, appear-

ances in Celebrity MasterChef, documentaries,
contributing to Radio 2’s Pause for Thought on
first Chris Evans’s and now Zoe Ball’s breakfast
show, and, since last year, co-hosting Good
Morning Sunday with Jason Mohammad.

In all of them the Rev Kate, 45, is cheerful,
down-to-earth, and unapologetically a Christian
priest. Her success is down to what her Pause for
Thought producer Jonathan Mayo calls her >

11
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< “ability to be relatable to”. Only one
programme has showed a different side to her:
when she appeared on Pilgrimage last year she
came across as decidedly grumpy as she walked
to Santiago de Compostela with six others,
including Debbie McGee and Heather Small.
“It’s because I don’t like walking,” she says.
“Give me wild swimming or a horse any day, but
sorry, middle-class Anglicans who go hiking,

¢I don't like walking. You
don’t grow spiritually
through hardship?®

I don’t like walking. I'm not one of those
Christians who think you grow spiritually
through hardship. I don’t”

The Rev Kate has been finding ways to grow
spiritually and communicate God to other
people for years - first as a schoolteacher, then
as an Anglican priest and, since 2012, through
TV and radio. She first started going to church
as a teenager because she liked the church-goers
she’d met and fancied the son of a vicar. It was
a decision that set the course of her life: she
married the fanciable vicar’s son, Graham
Bottley, and studied religious education at
university. After teaching RE, she was ordained
in 2008 at the age of 34.

ROWING UP IN Sheffield and becom-
ing a church-goer also brought her
into contact in the 1990s with the
now notorious Nine
0’Clock Service, whose organ-
isers devised groundbreak-
ing alternative church
services involving
dramatic light effects
and rock concert-style .
music mixed with 2.&
prayer. In 1995 the F
Service was closed
down after the
founder priest, Chris
Brain, was accused of
sexually abusing 20
women church members.
She seems embarrassed now
about her connection with the Nine
0’Clock Service, but also defends it: “I was part

of the Nine o’Clock Service, but on the fringes of

it. It did important things. It showed me that
not every person who goes to church does flower
arranging. It was innovative and that was a good
thing. But you can’t separate that from what
else happened, which wasn’t good.”

Being called to the priesthood wasn’t a
sudden thing, she recalls. “By that time I'd
had my son, I was at home and I got more
and more involved in the church. People
were saying I should be a priest.”

Her ordination took place 14 years

Rev Kate dancing in the
aisle went viral — and led !

TV NATURAL

The Rev Kate was a hit

with-c4's
Gogglebox viewers, along with
husband Graham, their dog

and the tea-cosy collection

after the Church of England first ordained
women priests. Had attitudes changed by the
time she took holy orders?

“You get misogyny with every profession but
with the priesthood it was often because people
hadn’t met a woman priest before. I have had
. beople say they don’'t want me officiating at
— their dad’s funeral. I say, ‘Can I come
and see you for a cup of tea?’ Often

after we've met they change their minds. Then
there are times when people want a woman.
I get funeral directors who say, ‘We've got a
bereaved mum and they want a woman priest””
The service that led to a media career was
a wedding. One couple wanted something to
make their day memorable and the Rev Kate
suggested a dance. She joined the couple rock-
ing in front of the altar and down the aisle to
Kool and the Gang’s Celebration. A video of the
boogieing vicar, cassock swaying to the beat,
went viral on YouTube, was spotted by Gogglebox
and a TV career was launched.
Viewers loved the woman in a dog collar
stretched out on the sofa alongside her dog and
husband Graham, a teapot adorned with a
different, and often wacky, cosy each week.
The Rev Kate was the kind of approachable,
opinionated person you might meet at a bus
stop. It was not how vicars were supposed
to be, although Dawn French had already
changed some minds with her portrayal
of the Rev Geraldine Granger in
The Vicar of Dibley.
The Rev Kate appreciates Dibley’s
impact, but her favourite TV vicar
is Adam Smallbone (played by
Tom Hollander) in the BBC2
comedy Rev. “It’s how it is,” she
says of Smallbone’s tough but
poignant life. For the same
reason, she admires Sean
Bean’s Catholic Father
Kerrigan in Jimmy McGovern’s
drama Broken. And Fleabag’s
priest is “hot, hot, hot”.
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STAR PERFORMER

The Rev Kate made

it to the semi-finals
of 2017's Celebrity

yeaf.

¢We haven’t lost faith.
People have just stopped
wanting to sit in rows’

But TV exposure can be tough for a real-life
vicar and in the early days of Gogglebox, her
fellow media vicar Richard Coles - the former
member of the Communards who swapped pop
for the priesthood and co-hosts Radio 4’s
Saturday Live - got in touch to offer support.
The pair, along with a third media vicar — news-
paper columnist Giles Fraser, a regular panellist
on Radio 4’s The Moral Maze — now form
a mutual-support network.

“It is hard being in the public eye,” the Rev
Kate says, “but I wanted people to see that vicars
are normal.”

She only joined Gogglebox after consulting her
bishop - seeing it as an opportunity because “the
gap between church and culture is now so wide
that we have to find ways to plug it”.

Deciding to leave her parish in order to
become a freelance media performer was a risk.
She left behind a regular income, a tied house
and a pension. But she still helps out, at St
Saviour’s at Retford in Nottinghamshire.

Being in the media confirmed for her that

=y :
H@"iﬁgmm PILGRIN
In BBC2's Pilgrimage last
hwith Neil Morrlssey,
J Chalmers, Debbie
McGee and Raphael Rowe

_;.:-‘-
- b
e ‘i .

many people are prejudiced about
religion often through ignorance.
“They know very little, they stop
learning about religion at primary
school and they think we believe
4 in a God who sits on a cloud,”
\ she says.

The audience for Good
Morning Sunday is as mixed as
its content of middle-of-the-road
music, hymns and spiritual chit-

chat: people getting ready to go
to church, but also people
coming off night shifts, working early shifts in
hotels and hospitals, parents making breakfast.
Kate describes it as “a mix, as life is. There’s reli-
gion in there, but it’s not a God slot.”

HE’D LIKE TO See more programmes

that include faith as part of the conver-

sation: “I don’t think we have lost

faith as a nation. People have
just stopped wanting to sit in a build-
ing in rows.”

She understands why people are
alienated by the Church, particularly
over its attitude to issues such as gay
marriage. The revelation last month
that same-sex partners of bishops
would not be welcome at the Anglican
Communion’s 2020 Lambeth Conference was,
she says, damaging to the Church’s integrity. “It’s
unjust and ridiculous. It’s wrong.”

When it comes to traditional Christian teach-
ing, though, she has no doubts. On Easter Day,
when she welcomes listeners to Good Morning
Sunday, she will be deliriously happy that it is
Easter, when Christ rose from the dead.
“I believe in the Resurrection, that death is
defeated, that everybody I have buried can know
that. I'm so happy about it, it makes me cry.”

Catherine Pepinster is a former Editor of The Tablet and
a reqular contributor to Radio 4's Thought for the Day

A\
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VOTE FOR YOUR
FAITH FAVOURITE

You can help to choose the winner of the Radio
: Times Readers' Award 2019, part of the annual
i Sandford St Martin Awards, which celebrate

: the best TV and radio programmes touching on
: faith, belief and ethics. Choose from this list...

. Canvey: the Promised Island ssc:

i This extraordinary film followed a group of
ultra-Orthodox Hasidic Jews who upped sticks
i from their traditional home in Stamford Hill,

: north London, for Canvey Island on the

: Thames estuary in Essex.

. A Vicar's Life s5c2

: A fly-on-the-wall look at the reality of

the life of rural clergy in 21st-century

Herefordshire: falling congregations,
financial crises and cultural change.
But these vicars left us full of hope.

The Pilgrimage sac:

This three-part series asked seven well-known
i people to swap the trappings of celebrity for

i al15-day, 480-mile journey, much of it on foot,
© to Santiago de Compostela in Spain. But did

i it bring them closer to God?

My Dad, the Peace Deal

and Me ssc:

: In1988, when TV presenter
Patrick Kielty was just 16,
his father was murdered by

: paramilitaries. On the 20th

i anniversary of the Good

i Friday Agreement, he set

out to meet former men of

: violence to find out what we

i can learn about forgiveness.

Heart and Soul: Faith in Freedom

BBC World Service
In the first part of a series in which
former hostage John McCarthy met
three people held against their will,
he talked to French-Colombian
politician Ingrid Betancourt — held
in the jungle by FARC for more than
six years — about her spiritual journey.

; Chris Evans and the Reverend
Ruth Scott radio 2/virgin radio :

Ruth Scott, a long-time contributor to Chris
: Evans's breakfast show, joined him for a series
i of frank and poignant conversations as she :
i faced up to her terminal iliness. Listeners called
¢ her final interview — from her hospital bed
: = "soul enhancing”. TOM LOXLEY

HOW T0 VOTE

Vote online at radiotimes.com/sandford
The vote closes on 19 May 2019. The winner
will be announced at the Awards ceremony
at Lambeth Palace in London on 13 June.
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THE THINKER
St Edmund Hall's
Freddy Leo has
emerged as a
divisive figure

This series of
University Challenge
has thrown up a
fresh controversy

EXT To soME of the
more explosive programmes
airing this April, from the
return of bloody and barbaric
Game of Thrones to the nail-
biting tension of Line of Duty,
University Challenge hardly seems like stimu-
lating and provocative stuff. It’s a dry, mild,
traditional affair, the ultimate preserve of
middle-class, middle-aged Middle England.

And yet there I am, at the end of every
Monday throughout the autumn, winter and
spring, digging my nails into the arm of the sofa,
moved to inexplicable extremes of excitement
and frustration. In my house we watch it with
the volume turned up obscenely high and the
subtitles on, so we don’t miss a moment of
dialogue beneath our pathetic guesses and
indignant running commentary. An episode is
never missed.

I simply love it: the drama of a fluffed answer,
the tension of a close race, the quirks of the
contestants, who begin to feel like celebrities (or
at least weird cousins you know and love).
And then there’s the outrage: of a flagrant rule-
break, or a boorish, overenthusiastic celebration
after a win.

This is a world in which sweet little nerds find
genuine joy in testing and sharing their knowl-
edge about art, science, literature, geography
and music, in contests that can sometimes
feel like a Game of Thrones battle scene. Despite
its dry exterior, controversies abound, and
heroes and villains appear.

The heroes of this year’s series have been

|

|

. PISHAR

Ingers on
7CI'S
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smiley, high-fiving New Yorker Jason Galfinos,
the captain of Darwin College, Cambridge, who
answered so many questions in a row that
Jeremy Paxman wondered aloud, “What do you
spend your time doing?”. There’s also Galfinos’s
team-mate, the handsomely moustached
Christopher Davis. I was a huge fan of this year’s
Durham team, particularly their shy, sweet-

¢You shouldn’t be
allowed to buzz
like a bandit?

.............................................................................................

faced captain Matthew Toynbee, and I loved
Dani Cugini, of Emmanuel College, Cambridge,
who was sometimes so enthusiastic she strug-
gled to actually get her answers out.

I also had a soft spot for Bristol’s Anne Le
Maistre, who for some reason told us every week
that she “now lives in Bristol” (we know, Anne,
it’'s written right there in front of your seat), and
who, after she gave an incorrect answer and was
consoled by a team-mate who told her not to
worry, said matter-of-factly, “I'm not worried.”

But avid viewers will know that controversy
surrounding the etiquette of buzzing has shaken
this year’s tournament. Its central villain is the

ODY

—
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unstoppable intellectual force that is Freddy
Leo, captain of St Edmund’s Hall, Oxford.

Leo impressed audiences from his very first
appearance on the show thanks to his fero-
ciously fast buzzing. He was quickly dubbed the
Cristiano Ronaldo of University Challenge and
“the quickest on the buzzer ever”, with some
audiences speculating that he was plugged into
Wikipedia. A fiercely intelligent and presumably
perfectly pleasant chap, in one episode, the
history undergraduate answered all of his side’s
11 “starter for ten” questions correctly and scored
his highest personal tally — 143 points.

I know no one likes a frontrunner, but Leo
makes my blood roil with the vengeful rage of a
Greek god of war.

EING QUICK ON the buzzer has always
been a high-risk strategy: you want
to get in there early enough to beat
your opponents to the point, but you
lose five points if you interrupt Paxman with
a wrong answer. As a result, “Answer as soon
as your name is called” is one of the golden rules
of the show: you shouldn’t be allowed to buzz
like a bandit without answering immediately.
“That... is... Sidney Poitier”, Leo said in
one match against Emmanuel, later being more
brazen, interrupting Paxman only to pause:
“Hmm. Let’s go for... Saxony and Bavaria.”

14

RadioTimes 20-26 April 2019



This was enough to
make my cold heart harden
to Leo, the quick-wristed,
fist-pumping, encyclopae-
dia-swallowing, leather
jacket-wearing PUNK. But
his most frustrating bout
of buzzing came in the
quarter-final match against Bristol.

Having trailed for most of the game, they
took a sudden lead after Leo buzzed early
and answered late not once but twice. Despite
being warned by Paxman after the first offence
(a two-second pause), Leo went on to leave a
borderline unprecedented gap of five full
seconds after his next buzz. (Which is plenty of
time, it turns out, for a sofa-full of people to
scream “UGH, PAXMAN!” and “OH, COME
ON”.) Inexplicably, Leo was awarded the full
points both times: Paxman, who referred chum-

QUIZMASTER

Some viewers suggested
Jeremy Paxman, left,
favoured “Teddy Hall" and
their captain

Freddy Leo, below

LEQ

mily to the team as

“Teddy Hall”, was accused of favouritism
(especially as he penalised Bristol for mispro-
nouncing an otherwise correct answer). Those
two delayed answers won St Edmund Hall the
game, and a place in the semi-final.

Leo knows his stuff, but his technique is
infuriating. His fastest finger formula might win
the trophy, but woe betide the contestant who
disrespects University Challenge etiquette.
Victory may never taste less sweet.

ANNA LESZKIEWICZ

University Challenge Monday 8.30pm BBC2

QUIZ QUARRELS

This 1sn’t the first time

University Challenge

- has come in for criticism

RULE BREAKERS
In 2009, Corpus Christi College, Oxford —

captained by the incredible “intellectual

blitzkrieg" Gail Trimble — were stripped of

their title after one of the team turned out

not to actually be a student. In an investigation

conducted by the BBC and programme

producer Granada, it was found that Trimble's
Corpus Christi team-mate Sam Kay had

¢ graduated in June 2008 and was working at
accountancy firm PricewaterhouseCoopers

. while he took part in the latter stages of the
competition. To retain the integrity of the

programme, the 2009 trophy was handed

© to the runners-up, Manchester University.

Kay apologised, but said he believed he

was still eligible for the contest as he had

been a student when filming had begun.
It was the first time this had happened in

the quiz show's history, and a surprising
: end for Trimble, who had scored more points
: than her three team-mates combined in the

run-up to the final.

GENDER ROW

In 2016 the University of Reading student
union voted to boycott University Challenge
following complaints over “misogynistic and
sexist remarks" they say were made by host
Jeremy Paxman to members of their team.
It wasn't the first time the programme had

i courted controversy over alleged sexism:

TrmssssmsmssmEEns

all-male teams and finals have faced criticism,
with producers appealing to universities for

more diverse teams, while female contestants
have spoken of online abuse and objectification

after being on the show.

Former contestants have also suggested

that young women think twice about

applying because of concerns that stories
about them might eclipse their
captain of the Peterhouse

team that won the
i 2016 series, told Radio

about how taking part
when Google searches
i started returning hundreds

: of articles about my
i appearance, and random

professional accomplishments.
Hannah Rose Woods (right),

College, Cambridge,

Times: "l worried

'y
L

W00DS

marriage proposals I'd received from strangers,
instead of my academic research.” i
KASIA DELGADO

in the programme
might impact my career
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I've carved a
Miriam-shaped
niche in E
showbusiness

THE RT INTERVIEW BY MICHAEL HODGES

Miriam Margolyes on life,
death and her bitter fallout
with Maureen Lipman

TRIAM MARGOLYES LIVES in a
big house in south London.
Her terraced back garden
looks like a theatre and
I suggest, on arriving, that
she could put on an al fresco
Midsummer’s Night Dream if she were minded.
“Well, I'm not minded,” she snaps, establishing
early in proceedings just who is in charge. “Now,”
she softens, “would you like some cake?”
Margolyes is still not unpacked from her annual
winter visit to Australia (she’s held dual citizenship
since 2013) and then a trip to the Hebrides where
she has been filming Call the Midwife, “hidden
under a wimple playing Mother Superior”. She is
having one those busy periods that come at the end
of long careers, when people realise that you have
been wonderful all along. As well as Mother
Mildred in Call the Midwife there has been The
Real Marigold Hotel, and she’s an increasingly
popular talking head. “Yesterday, somebody phoned
me and said, ‘You're on television talking about sex’
I said, ‘What? How dare you?’ I'd completely
forgotten that I had, in fact, done a programme
called Let’s Talk about Sex on Channel 4. It goes out
at ten o'clock, when people should either be doing >
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Miriam's Dead Good Adventure Easter Day 9.00pm BBC2

PHOTOGRAPHED
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ITV/REX

ing. Because so much of what we do
these days is crap. And I don’t want to
do any more crap.”

It’s rare for a popular documentary to
achieve genuine insight. Louis Theroux
pulls it off by being quiet; Margolyes
does it the way she seems to do every-

< it or reading. I didn’t watch, of course.”
I've come here to talk about Miriam’s
Dead Good Adventure, a daft name for a
great two-part documentary that HRoN USANTE 1Y HOT
confronts the most important question
any of us must face in oﬁr life, t}?e end of M CA M BR] D
it. “I'll be 78 in May,” she says. “So it’s

RGO

GE

something I've been thinking about.” ' =4 thing else, by speaking out and asking
Initially Margolyes travels to America, ol U RS/l questions. “Many people would regard
where she interviews a man who stands LU LI me as a trivial loudmouth, pushing a

neck-high in a freezer unit to arrest the University EENeY3NSY disgusting personality,” she says.
ageing process. She also joins a group ; Challenge RSN had letters to that effect.” Really?
who use orgasmic energy to stave off : o pr ", 8 “Yes, and I'm told that certain remarks
mortality, but finds she’s not able to go all the . \ T ",, : have been made about me on Twitter
way. “I haven’t had an orgasm since the Second Bl - Rt L : < which show that people think that I'm a
World War;,” she says. “If I do I'd prefer to be on P a1 : bad thing. I'm sad, because I don’t want to be a
my own or with someone I know, rather than bad thing. I think that my love of life and my
a class full of people I've never met before. ' y love of connection should allow people to see
Though I don’t believe they had orgasms. ROYALLY B - ) that it’s not done out of nastiness. It’s done out
I think they just wiggled their bottoms and FUNNY : of exuberance. But some people don’t see that
hoped for the best.” As the Infanta j and just say, ‘For God’s sake, shut her up.”

in 1983's The r & In the programme, as Tracy nears the end of
iy i her life, Margolyes asks her if she were to offer

) goly

her a pill that would end it all now, very gently,
would she take it? I ask Margolyes the same
thing now. “I'm not sure if I would ever have the
courage,” she says. “I hope I would, because one
doesn’t want to be a burden. Maybe all my
friends will be saying, ‘Take the pill, take the
pill"” But I love life. I want to know what’s going
to happen. And when you take the pill, you know
you’ll never know.”

HE ENCOUNTERS OTHER “bonkers
people”, including attendees at the
Revolution against Ageing and
Death festival in California. “They
think they’re not going to die,” Margolyes laughs.
“Hello! Show me somebody who never died and
I might believe you. They’re crackers.” How did
she keep a straight face? “I have a very strong
tendency to scepticism but on television it isn’t

helpful to say, ‘What a load of b******g!”” (4 Seeing S()mebOdy

If the occasionally knockabout first episode is

about avoiding death, the second is about facing face death With RACY SAYS SHE can’t take the pill

it. She joins Tyreese, an 18-year-old who lives in - & because it would be unfair to her two
the Midlands, raps and has bowel and liver grace 1S Vel'y mOV]ng, daughters. Margolyes doesn’t have
cancer. Margolyes goes to the barber’s with him children. “But I don’t feel excluded,”
and talks to his pals. “Going into a room of =« @@~ she says. “My circumstances are just different”
young, cynical men is a very difficult thing to She does have a remarkably long-lasting rela-
do,” she says. “In comes this un-sexually attrac- tionship with the Australian academic Heather
tive old lady who suddenly starts talking to Sutherland. “We’ve been together since 1968,
them. They probably thought, ‘What does she says. “That’s the central pillar of my life, and
she want?’ But I managed to get them to talk it is an enormous blessing. One of the things
and they were reflective and serious. People _ ' that is worrying about dying is it means that
write off working-class youth but they were f s I lose her. I understand why people make
not yobs. They had depth, and I thought ; ' suicide pacts, though she’s not up for
I brought that out. I'm proud of that.” . that. I've asked her. Without her,
Margolyes also meets Tracy, a 60-year- q"' I cannot imagine my life. I just
old with advanced ovarian cancer who /. don’t know how I would cope.
has moved to the Isle of Bute to live out her " ‘ I would completely cut in
remaining time. “An exceptional L half” Would she rather go
woman,” says Margolyes. “Tracy “" 3 first, then? “I would, except
had thought about her death, ‘% \ ,R that it would be very selfish
and the aftermath of it, with ¢ 2 "% because I am much more
' outgoing than she is. She

is not like that. She is a

focus, which people don’t

often have the strength to
scholar, and her world
is her books. And

bring. Seeing somebody

like her face death with

such incredible grace : W I think she would not

and power is very MAKING FRIENDS | : “ find it easy to make

moving. And I With Tracy, who has . T ®. friends. She’s a soli-
varian cancer, in ! ;

wanted to be able to N?ir;n:’s Baea(c:Ie s . _ tary person, an”d I'm

communicate that Adveliite . i wE social person.

to people who : ' Margolyes was

would be watch- born in Oxford, >

&

s 778
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<l into a middle-class Jewish family. She read
English at Cambridge, where she appeared in
the 1962 revue with John Cleese and Bill Oddie,
directed by Trevor Nunn, and was part of the
1963 Newnham College University Challenge
team. Famously, on The Graham Norton Show
in November 2011, she recalled pulling up at
traffic lights up on her bicycle in Cambridge
during her student days and suggesting, on a
whim, to an American man in the car alongside,
that they engage in a sex act. “Do you think

‘I've developed | =
into a most e
remarkable person’

I shouldn’t have told that story?” she asks now.
“Do you think it’s made people think of me in a
different way?”

Possibly. Her long CV includes Blackadder,
Harry Potter and a Bafta for best supporting
actress in Martin Scorsese’s 1993 film The Age of
Innocence, but there remains the sense that she
has never quite been credited her full due. “The
professional estimate of me is not as high as it
might be,” she admits. “But they’re wrong. I am a
rather rude conversationalist but they should
allow me to have the potential to be a great
actress. It is possible for the two to coexist.”

ASK HER IF she regrets anything. “That
I'm still fat,” she says immediately. “It’s
making life more difficult for me now. It’s
not good for me and it’s not nice to look at.
It’s appalling and it’s a waste. I've been given so
much energy and intelligence and good humour.
And it could be ruined by just being overweight.”

And professionally? “Michael, I've been in
Harry Potter, Wicked, Romeo and Juliet
with Leonardo DiCaprio, and
I won a Bafta. Somehow, from
very unpromising material,
I've managed to carve myself
a Miriam-shaped niche in
showbusiness. I think that’s
pretty darn good.”

In case she forgets how good,
there is a poster-sized reproduc-
tion of a Daily Mail review in
the hallway that reads: “The
innate wit, the perfect
timing, the shining clarity
with which she delivers a
comic line... One of the
most respected comedy
actresses in the land.”

Otherwise the walls of
her home are covered @
with shelves of books and
hung with naive art and
an Edwardian-era adver-
tisement for the South East

e ¥ ..1'
i1
F 5 et he

' With the Bafta
PG she won fory -
The Age of
Innocence in
1994
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London Synagogue.

In the documentary Margolyes refers to her
Jewishness several times but she says God will
not be helping her cross over to the other side
when the time comes. “I'm a little Jew, and once
a Jew, always a Jew. I don’t believe in God, but
the cultural heritage, the food, the jokes, the
sense of belonging to a club, yes.”

A Labour Party member, she has firm opin-
ions about anti-Semitism accusations directed
at the party. “Jeremy Corbyn, who is an excellent
constituency representative, a serious person, is
not an anti-Semite. I don’t think there is the
extent of anti-Semitism in the Labour Party that
people seem to imply,” she says. “I think it’s to do
with trying to stop Corbyn from being prime
minister.” She is also critical of Israel’s treat-
ment of the Palestinians. “It’s just a fact that
the Israelis have behaved appallingly, they
continue to do so, and people are dying.
I am ashamed, as a Jew, of what’s been done

in my name. I can’t bear it. And for
: that I'm vilified and people
won’t come to see the plays
I'm in. I've become, as it
were, a kind of minuscule
Vanessa Redgrave
8 when she was vilified
, for her political
. W P position. But I am
P /it ' right. I have no doubt

' about that whatever.”

I wonder how it feels to
be separated from your own
community. “It hurts me,” she
says. “I'm so Jewish, and so
happy to be Jewish. And the
schism between me and

Wi, w, on the corner of
%4 ¢, the mantelpiece

Maureen Lipman, which is the manifestation of
this chasm, causes me pain.”

Lipman is a very public supporter of Israel. In
2015 she demonstrated with pro-Israeli groups
outside a production of a pro-Palestinian play in
London. “She feels that I am a wicked traitor to
my people,” says Margolyes. “And I feel that she’s
a fool.” The two appeared together in a 1989
British Telecom commercial spoofing Jewish
domestic life, now Margolyes admits it would be
difficult if they met in the street. “I hope I would
be civil. I'm sad because I admire Maureen, and
I have known her for a long time. She’s been a
friend, and now it’s not possible any more.
I expect she might be sad, too. But she said don’t
communicate with me again and I haven’t”

HE SAYS SHE feels compelled to stand
against injustice in the world. “For
me, it’s the same sort of cause as apart-
heid. I was marching on South Africa
House when I was young and, unfortunately, it’s
now my own people I've got to march against.
That’s painful, but I won’t pretend. If you can’t
tell the truth when you're 77, when are you going
to tell it?”

Margolyes may be overweight and prone,
perhaps, to oversharing, but she is the most
combative and alive 77-year-old you could wish
to meet. “If I had full bodily control and mobil-
ity, then this would be the best time of my life,”
she says. “Because I really like myself now.
I think I've developed into a most remarkable
person. I'm very honest, very kind, very open,
and I think I'm nice. It doesn’t mean I haven’t
got room for improvement; there’s vast room for
improvement. But I think I’ve arrived at who
I am. This is Miriam Margolyes.”

21




i
e

Zia

@3’9/"

)

GETTY; REX/SHUTTERSTOCK; ALLSTAR; BBC; LAURIE JOHNSON; BARRYGRAY.CO.UK

-

The nations Top 10

theme
tunes

We recognise these punchy TV scores
instantly — but what makes them

oreat, asks R7's Andrew Collins

HE BFI & Radio Times Television

Festival may have been the talk

of the broadcasting world last

weekend, but only one event

was music to the ears of keen

students of the medium: the
result of our search for the Nation’s Favourite TV
Theme Tune. Thousands of you voted from an
advisory shortlist and when the results were
announced before a live audience at the BFI
Southbank in London, one thing became clear:
if there was a theme, it’s that the best intros take
on a life of their own.

The music of Doctor Who is so intertwined
with its universe, it’s rearranged for new eras but
not rewritten or replaced, and Match of the Day
was named the most recognisable on TV after a
PRS survey. Title sequences we learn to love at
an impressionable age (Thunderbirds, Black
Beauty; for more seasoned viewers, Dr Finlay'’s
Casebook: or Dixon of Dock Green) resonate with
us for life. As Poldark maestro Anne Dudley
says, “So much to convey in 40 seconds!”

Here’s the Top 10 in reverse order.

I { MATCH OF THE DAY

1970 BARRY STOLLER

; Musician Barry Stoller was 29 when
a scorched-earth revamp of the
BBC's football show required a new
theme to replace the old-fashioned
military band tune, Drum Majorette.
He took to his basement studio to
face this “formidable task"”, playing the quitar
parts himself and a clavioline keyboard, drafting
in a drummer and trumpeter for the fanfare bits

7 N

> \
N
A

In-house maestro for

Gerry Anderson, who with
wife Sylvia produced
groundbreaking puppet
shows and live-action series
for TV, Barry Gray from
Blackburn provided the rousing, often
militaristically percussive music for

the Andersons' “Supermarionation”
productions. Definitive property
Thunderbirds, a futuristic, hardware-
driven soap opera about a secret service
staffed by an ex-astronaut, his five sons
and Lady Penelope, provided Gray with

a platform to write the swinging decade’s
hippest march. In a Wagnerian touch,
each vehicle had its own leitmotif.

Gray had his own orchestra.

8THUNDERBIRDS
& 1965 BARRY GRAY

of Anna Sewell's 19th-century animal welfare-
promoting novel. Having been in “Britain’s first
ever boy band" the chart-topping King Brothers,
Denis King's big break was Black Beauty, which
won him an Ivor Novello award. He's also scored
Lovejoy, Dick Turpin and Privates on Parade.

7
(Stoller's aimed-for “gladiator feel”). The 2014
documentary Match of the Day at 50 reminded
us that when, in the mid-70s, Stoller's tune was
rearranged as if by a bored robot, the reaction
was overwhelming. Des Lynam (above left with
Jimmy Hill) remembered that disgruntled viewers
“nearly burned Television Centre down".

THE ADVENTURES OF
BLACK BEAUTY 17 pews kine

Galloping

Home, the
gorgeously
evocative

THE AVENGERS

theme to 1965 LAURIE JOHNSON
the ITV This camp,
children’'s drama v proto-feminist

=

series, still provides
a Proustian rush
to anyone from

the approximate
generation who
thrilled to the country air, doffed caps
and equine snorts of this continuation

take on the
funky world
of British
espionage
enjoyed a number of distinct
epochs on ITV. Many agree
that the 1965-67 run was its
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. 5 INSPECTOR MORSE

1987 BARRINGTON PHELOUNG
Australian composer
and classical guitarist
Pheloung spoke to
Soundtrack magazine
about the thinking behind
the music for one of
British TV's best-loved
detectives: “Morse is a melancholic
I character, so the music had to be
melancholic.” It also had to be
orchestral, as Endeavour's a lover of
! classical music. Famously, to reference
Morse's crossword-solving, the theme
folds in a Morse code signal that spells
out his name “in triple compound time".
Pheloung, who also scored for ITV's
Lewis and Endeavour, calls it “an obvious
idea". Maybe, but also one of the best.

barogue peak, with Patrick Macnee
playing up to the umbrella-wielding
English gent and cat-suited Diana

Rigg kick-ass as Emma Peel. John

Dankworth had written the original
jazzy theme, but bandleader and
swing king Laurie Johnson i o ANY
adapted The Shake, a dance ¢ P
craze, as The Avengers’ new " @ ;
theme in 1965. It'll have you D, 7 J/"I

twisting to this day. He also

composed This Is Your ' f ;C-:’. ‘I : ' [ THE
Life, The Professionals rlﬁ{; # 7

and Animal Magic (later # | / PERSU ADERS!

revived for WIA). il

=\ /. \ 1971 JOHN BARRY
“The first
POI.DARK mar? tclarfnake
2015 ANNE DUDLEY soundtracks

sexy," according
to GQ, demobbed
Army trumpeter
John Barry was king of cool

in the 1960s, scoring several
Bond films, co-habiting

with Michael Caine and
arranging Adam Faith hits.
Augmenting a big band with
struck stringed instrument the
cimbalom (as heard in The Ipcress
File) and a Moog synth, he created
the chiming, grinding theme to The
Persuaders! — Roger Moore and Tony
Curtis as an Anglo-American playboy
crime-solving duo, whose biographies
play out over the alluring tune.

It, and they, earned the permanent
exclamation mark. >

It's not in any way

to demote composer

“ Kenyon Emrys-Roberts,

T‘ ~  whose music helped propel

- the BBC's original Poldark
to the nation's bosom

in the 1970s, but something in Anne

Dudley’s sweeping, swirling theme for

the remake swooningly melds clifftop

vertigo and tin-pricing economics

with just-saucy-enough intrigue into

one irresistible, string-driven suite.

Awards-laden Dudley, co-founder of the

Art of Noise and Oscar winner in 1997 for

The Full Monty, hoped her music would

combine “Englishness, romanticism

and history”, the folky violin representing

Ross “fighting against his upbringing

and class". Job done.
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3 ROBIN OF SHERWOOD

1984 CLANNAD

The Brennans and Duggans from
County Donegal, aka Celtic folk
family Clannad, had a 1982 hit with
their theme for Troubles-set ITV
drama Harry's Game. This led to
scoring all 26 episodes of Robin of

Sherwood, a pin-up-friendly take on the legend

(Michael Praed, below, and successor Jason

Connery broke a few hearts at teatime among

Look-In readers). Released on

the LP Legend, its theme

showcased the clan’s

ethereal vocals, led

by Maire Brennan,

adding mystical,

new-age

promise to

the squelchy

80s-synth bed.

The sole lyric

goes, “Ro-bin, the

hooded man.” The

album won a Bafta

for best original

TV music.

2 DOCTOR WHO

1963 RON GRAINER, DELIA DERBYSHIRE

The only instance of an
iconic TV theme being
“realised"” — that is, put
through the electronic rinse
cycle of the groundbreaking
BBC Radiophonic Workshop
under Delia Derbyshire —
Australian composer

Ron Grainer’s enduring,
oscillating whoosh of
temporal travel has,
happily, stood the test of
time. Proven by experts to
send viewers of all ages
instantaneously behind

the sofa, its “woo-000-
oooh" refrain and

fractal visuals never

date. Even current
composer Segun

Akinola obeys the

original key, E minor,

paying homage to

Who heritage.

Likewise, Murray

Gold, stalwart of

the 2005 revival,

who sampled

bits of the

original.

-

1SHERI.OCK

2010 DAVID ARNOLD, MICHAEL PRICE

The theme's
afoot! It comes
as no surprise
. that the
- Cumberbatch
-l ‘ bloc ensured
a loyal turnout for the hugely popular Steven
Moffat/Mark Gatiss BBC1 upgrade of Sherlock
Holmes, propelling its dashing music to the
top of our pops. David Arnold and Michael
Price have scored four albums of what is
inaccurately called incidental music isolated
from the funky visuals and labyrinthine plots.
They agree that Sherlock’s theme is in fact
two run together: the epic, drum-thumping
Opening Titles and the more playfully
Victorian-tinged Pursuit. *I'd play both
or join one to the other to represent

the theme,” Arnold explains. “It's like Brexit...
no one knows which one is which."”

Price, also responsible for Unforgotten,
adds, “Being a part of a TV show like Sherlock
which has reached so many people is a
genuinely humbling experience. Thanks
hugely to all the Radio Times readers who
voted for it — | can only apologise to everyone
else who wanted their favourite to win.
| voted for Some Mothers Do ‘Ave 'Em.”

Arnold, whose personal faves include Black
Beauty, The Sweeney and Steptoe and Son,
also composed Little Britain and five Bond
films. As for their Sherlock music: "l think the
success of the show has a lot to do with it.”
Of their fruitful collaboration, Price says,

“I'm never sure, on any given day, which
one of us is Holmes and which is Watson...
I do know who has the hat, though.”

Their next job together is the Moffat/Gatiss

Dracula, "So we feel we're home again.”







Hard to Please OAPs Tuesday 8.30pm ITV

‘Old people

are overlooked’

Still working, smoking — and
making friends with Lady Gaga.
June Brown is proof that age is
not a barrier to a good life

‘I'm lucky
I've still got
my work.
That’s what
keeps me
alive®

JUNE BROWN

ORGET YOGA, MINDFULNESS and

endless lengths of the pool. It

turns out the secret to a long life,

brilliant memory and a lively and

inquiring mind is Guinness,

chocolate, red wine and smoking
like the proverbial chimney.

At the grand age of 92, June Brown is vibrant
testimony to the benefits of the “doing exactly as
you damn well please” diet. “I'm going to die of
something fairly soon so why not enjoy myself,”
laughs Brown, best known as EastEnders’s Dot
Branning. “I love red wine and also dark choco-
late, even though I'm allergic to it and it makes
me sneeze. And the Guinness helps me keep a
bit of weight on. So I don’t need to be careful
about what I eat or drink.”

Or, for that matter, smoke. “Exactly. What’s
the point of counting how many cigarettes
I smoke a day? I've been on them for over
70 years. I did try one of those new electronic
cigarettes but it was so heavy it kept falling out
of my mouth, so that went in the bin.”

Suffice to say, Brown and technology are not
comfortable bedfellows, which makes her
perfect for ITV’s Hard to Please OAPs, in which
she and six other celebrity pensioners test state-
of-the-art gadgets. “All the machines were pretty
useless,” she says, testily. “You can have the best
gadget in the world, but if you can’t read the
instructions, what’s the point?

“I've got an iPhone but it’s too much like a
computer. All this technology is supposed to
bring people together, but because so many
elderly people can’t get to grips with it, they feel
even more isolated. They’ve no one to talk to and
nothing to bring them to life. I'm lucky I've still
got my work. That’s what keeps me alive.”

Brown joined EastEnders 34 years ago
as chain-smoking curtain-twitcher Dot.
Remarkably, despite failing eyesight and hear-
ing, she continues to work relentlessly.
A pioneering operation a couple of years ago
helped treat her age-related macular degenera-
tion. “It’s improved my peripheral sight; luckily
I've always had good visual memory so I can
learn my scripts as they’re printed in chunks
on large slides. I've got no central vision, so
I recognise the people on set by their shape,
otherwise I'd have to get two inches from their
face. You can’t go around peering into men’s
faces like that, can you? They'd think I was chat-
ting them up!”

HE STILL LIVES in her Surrey home
aided by her two daughters, but lost the
hearing in her right ear after lightning
struck her house at Christmas. “It
caused a plug point to explode in the lounge
with an almighty bang,” she recalls with a grim
laugh. “I was lucky the flying shards didn’t blind
me, but my right ear was facing it and so the
bang did for my hearing. I've been very lucky
with my health, but things always seem to
happen to me.”

Indeed, overly punctuated by accident and
tragedy, Brown’s life reads like a soap opera. Her
wealthy father went bust after investing money
in German banks before the Second World War,
and her childhood was scarred by the death of
two siblings. She began acting while serving
with the Wrens and studied at the Old Vic,
where she met her first husband, actor John
Garley. After seven years of marriage she came
home to find he’d taken his own life. She later
married actor Robert Arnold, and they had >
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< six children, one of whom died in infancy. The
couple were together for 45 years, until Arnold
died in 2003 of pneumonia.

“I've had tragedy in my life, but I think that
gives me a depth that I can bring to my work,”
she says softly. “I'd like to see more older women
on TV because they can bring that life experi-
ence and emotion to a performance. You simply
don’t have that as a young woman. Sadly, women
are written off far too early in this industry.

“It’s also true of society in general. The elderly
in Britain aren’t really given enough respect.
Grandparents are ignored or packed off to care
homes. Old people are considered worthless
fuddy-duddies and often overlooked, which

‘I've had tragedy
in my life, but that
gives me depth’

makes them sink into loneliness. I noticed it as
soon as I started to age.” Brown takes a breath:
“I'm not bragging but I used to be rather beauti-
ful, with lovely legs, and people would always
ask me to dance. But suddenly people didn’t
take any notice of me any more. I was at a party
in my 50s and was forced to dance with a chair
because nobody wanted to dance with me. I'm
serious. I just really wanted to dance so I took
the chair and danced with it. I didn’t care a jot
what people thought of me. Didn’t even look at
them. I was just happy dancing.”

HE CURRENT STATE of politics and

world affairs also depresses her.

“I don’t like what’s happening to soci-

ety, she sighs. “So I try and avoid the
details. I watch News at Ten and Loose Women
and that gives me all I need to know.”

So what does she watch for pleasure? “I like
documentaries, but they often have an agenda
so I tend to stick with nature programmes -
anything with David Attenborough is always
very good.”

She also admits to an admiration for the
Queen - and Lady Gaga. “The Queen has dedi-
cated her life to serving the country so you
have to admire that,” she says, brightening.
“I met her at her 60th birthday party at the
Palace and she didn’t have a clue who
I was. Her aides weren’t there to introduce
me, so she gave me a look and just walked off,
which made me fall about
laughing. I met her
again when she
presented me with an
MBE [in 200817, but
when I was called
I tripped on the step
in front of her and
almost fell over. She
said something about

: '
AN'ACTOR'S LIFE
In the 1950s with
her first husband, -
John Garley

enjoying EastEnders and for some reason
I replied, ‘I didn’t think you'd see it because it
clashes with your dinner. I didn’t even call her
Ma’am or Your Majesty, so later I thought about
writing to her to apologise. But I suppose at least
I made her laugh.”

Brown sparked an even unlikelier friendship
with actress and singer Lady Gaga when they
appeared on The Graham Norton Show
together. “Now there’s a girl who knows

0TS &
a visit to EB!’

how to play the celebrity game without losing
any of her humanity and kindness,” she gushes.
“She was so funny, intelligent and down to earth,
but afterwards, when she went in front of the
press, you could see her put the Gaga persona
on. She saw me sitting on my own and came
back, dropped the whole Gaga thing and invited
me out to a nightclub before saying goodbye.
Sadly I couldn’t make it, but I thought what a
charming and talented girl.

“A few days later I was in a restaurant and a
huge hen party came over. I thought they’d
mistaken me for Gaga but they just wanted to
talk about her and have their picture taken with
me. It used to be autographs but now it’s always
these selfies.”

Does that annoy you? “Oh goodness no!” she
exclaims. “These people are fans and viewers,
they put us up where we are and allow us to make
a living so I'm always grateful and never refuse.
As someone once wisely said to me, ‘No matter
_ how long you’ve been in this business, don’t

% ever get up yourself, dear”” GRAHAM WRAY

MAKING FRIENDS
With Lady Gaga,
JudeLawand -~

-

Greg Davies
= \= on Graham .Q Q 4
o, .t Norton's sofa 2 A
_— in 2013
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Moominvalley Saturday, Easter Day, Easter Monday 5.30pm, 6.00pm Sky 1

Will Self was first enchanted by
Tove Jansson's Moomin stories as
a child. Now he’s lending his voice

to the Muskrat...

MY MOTHER READ to me
every day as a child and
I recall many of the books

: she read with great affec-
L\ tion, but the Moomin books

are different. It isn’t so
much that they were my absolute favour-
ites as a child; it’s more that the world
author Tove Jansson conjures up has
always stayed with me. When I was old
enough to read by myself, I started in on
the Moomin books, and when I grew to
be a man, they were not among the child-
ish things I put away.

I reread them myself — and then read
them to each of my four children in turn.
There are 11 years between my oldest
and my youngest, a gap possibly
explained by my desire to always have one under
six or seven who’d let me read the Moomin
stories to them. Not, I hasten to add, that
I feared being considered some sort of awful
kidult if T didn’t have a child auditor - I'm not
like those people who created a demand for
alternative “adult” jackets for the Harry Potter
books. No, I'm proud to be a grown-up reader of
Jansson’s books, which I consider of such a high
quality that they raise younger readers up into
emotional and even intellectual maturity, rather
than infantilising grown-up fans.

For those unfamiliar with the series, the
Moomins are a species of Finnish troll, resem-
bling a sort of small white hippo. They live in an
isolated and bucolic valley, surrounded by hills,
have a tall tower-style house, and consist in the
nuclear family of Moominpappa, Moomin-
mamma and Moomintroll, together with a vari-
ety of hangers-on and distal family members.
Written and illustrated by Jansson, nine
Moomin stories and five picture books appeared
between 1945 and 1993. There was also a long-
running cartoon strip.

The Moomin world quite obviously melds the

T'he magic

/
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L
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CREATIVE GENIUS &
Finnish illustratgriandss:
author Tove JanSSon—_

X

fantastical and the real: while
these trolls scoff a big meal of pine
needles before hibernating, they
also eat jam and pancakes off crock-
ery and wear at least some clothes.

HERE ARE ALSO interactions with
the wider world - such as the peren-
nial battle with all officialdom waged
by Moomintroll’s best friend, Snufkin,
a free-spirited tramp - that imply the Moomins’
valley is a sort of magical enclave, away from a
more recognisably ordinary world. But there are
others of the tales that pivot on strange occur-
rences, such as the arrival of a Hobgoblin, or the
Moomins’ encounters with the Hattifatteners,
frond-like creatures that swarm together and
generate static electricity when they get angry.
This melding of the mythic and the real seems
to me utterly convincing, because as with all
great writing it grows out of a profound under-
standing of human nature. The Moomins and
their associates may have snouts and paws, but
they love and hate, dream and fear.
The stories dramatise universal dilemmas:

am I liked for myself, )
or purely because of who
I am socially? Do I desire things for their intrin-
sic value, or because they give me status? And
once again, it’s Jansson’s skill as a writer that
makes the morals of these stories emerge
convincingly from her characters’ experiences,
rather than being imposed upon them by some
author-cum-moralist.

Moreover, a heterodox person herself - being
a gay woman in the middle years of the 20th
century - Jansson understood all about the
conflicts that can arise between one’s inner
being and an external social ethic. Perhaps this
is also why she writes so brilliantly about what
we might think of as the more negative emotions
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MEET THE FAMILY
Janssonin a
self-portrait with her
Moomin characters

- specifically

melancholy and

depression. In

Moominland Mid-

winter and Moominvalley in

November she creates charac-

ters who cope with isolation and

depression in creative ways,

thereby demonstrating that it’s possible to

endure such feelings without recourse to self-

harm - a crucial lesson we would do well to
remember in our own stressful era.

The Muskrat, the character I voice in
Moominvalley, Sky 1’s new adaptation of the
Moomin books, is a sort of grumpy philosopher
— a Diogenes manqué, if you will - who finds it
hard to rise either from the bath or his
hammock, so mired is he in rather vapid specu-
lations. But for me the Muskrat was always a
fount of at least this wisdom: don’t just do some-
thing, sit there. Even as a child I understood that
this hairy beast was in possession of a valuable

\l/

MOOMIN MARVELS
Sky's new adaptation
of the Moomin stories
features a stellar
voice cast

insight, which is that to
doubt things can itself be
a kind of luxury.

I realise I've been
speaking rather more
about the books than
I have about either this
adaptation, or previous
ones — but how could it
be otherwise? I'm an irre-
deemably literary person,
and although I did watch
the stop-motion televi-
sion series that aired on
ITV in the early 1980s
and the Japanese-Dutch
anime version that was
on CBBC in the early
1990s, for me these were to be judged only in so
far as they either cleaved to, or deviated from,
Jansson’s original conception.

By “conception”, I mean the unique vision of
a writer who illustrates her own stories. Because

¢Tove Jansson’s
stories dramatise
universal dilemmas’®

that’s what any Moomin adaptor has to get past:
the fact that Jansson herself created such beauti-
ful visualisations of her own imagined world. I
liked both previous series, although neither of
them as much as the books.

With the new series, obviously things are
different. Don’t get me wrong: if I'd been asked
to voice the Muskrat character for a duff televi-
sion adaptation I'd still have leapt at the oppor-
tunity with all four paws, such is my love both
for him and the fantastical ecosystem he finds
his niche in. But it just so happens that the team
behind Moominvalley are some of the best at
work in animation today, and when I saw what
they’d done with the characters and their mise

'MOOMINLAND
MIDWINTER

en scéne, 1 realised
that Jansson’s works
would have their truest
televisual expression yet.
It’s been an honour to voice the Muskrat - and
hardly onerous. True, recording in a booth with
just the engineer, script assistant and the direc-
tor, Steve Box, was a little bit of a disappoint-
ment - I'd have liked to do some scenes with
Rosamund Pike (Moominmamma) and Kate
Winslet (Mrs Fillyjonk). But then who wouldn’t
- and besides, not being a professional actor,
they might have been compelled to upstage me.

HIS BEING NOTED, I don’t think Steve

had to give me too much direction,

because I knew exactly the right voice

to assume for the Muskrat. A little
deeper even than my own, and yet more lugubri-
ous (if that’s possible), it’s a voice I heard from
the very moment I gained consciousness as a
small child — namely that of my late father, who
shared many of the Muskrat’s characteristics,
from philosophising, to being hirsute, to almost
compulsive bathing. I think his mournful tones
repurpose brilliantly as the Muskrat’s - but ulti-
mately, it’s up to you and your little captive
co-viewers to decide on that.

RadioTimes 20-26 April 2019
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ALL OF THE ORIGINAL MOOMIN NOVELS HAVE BEEN REPRINTED AS COLLECTORS EDITIONS BY SORT OF BOOKS
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Sport

Rocket man

Ronnie O’Sullivan is an ambidextrous snooker genius

World Championship Snooker
Daily from Saturday 10am BBC2, Eurosport 1;
Sat 1om BBC1; BBC red button

ARL JUNG sAID that it was his duty

as a psychologist to allow people of

genius to keep their neuroses. He

was fascinated by the phenomenon

of the driven artist: van Gogh creat-
ing a masterpiece every day he woke up in Arles;
Proust writing furiously in his cork-lined room;
Beethoven creating his greatest works from the
torment of deafness.

What would he have made of Ronnie
O’Sullivan, a sometimes troubled genius who
expresses his creativity in the kinetic art of
snooker? As the World Championship swings
round once again at the Crucible Theatre in
Sheffield, O’Sullivan as ever compels the atten-
tion. He has often reached something very close
to perfection on a snooker table and last month
he became the only player to have achieved
1,000 century breaks. Think of that: 100,000
points without missing a single ball.

Sometimes a falling-off from perfec-
tion has caused him dismay: he has
retired from the game almost as many
times as he has scored century breaks.
Sometimes this frustration seems to
be his greatest enemy, but, talking
or playing, O’Sullivan is always ready
to surprise.

“It’s not always a bad
thing to feel frus-
trated,” he says.
“Frustration used in
the right way can
be a very power-
ful emotion. For
me, I seeit as a
positive. I see
it as a driving
force to push
yourself
further,
push your-
self to the
next level.”

He has famously found equanimity by work-
ing with the sports psychiatrist Steve Peters.
This has made him somewhat introspective and
- perhaps crucially — more inclined to self-
forgiveness. These days, neither failure nor
success seems to cause him too much dismay.

There was a truly odd moment when he
completed that 1,000th century. He got down
on the ball - and then stood back up and
switched the cue to his left hand, before potting
the red for 100 points. He’s always been ambi-

¢l owe a lot to my left
hand and I didn’t want
it to feel forgotten’

dextrous, but his reason for swapping hands, at
this moment of all moments, was even more
bizarre than the spectacle.

“Playing left-handed was a way of freeing
myself up in many ways. I owe a lot to my
left hand because it helped me stay in
the sport, helped me have optimism,
helped me feel like I can compete.
Most of my snooker has been
played with my right hand...

I just didn’t want my left hand to
feel like it had been forgotten.
Potting the 1,000th century
break with my left

THE MAN
Ronnie
O'Sullivan is
the favourite
to win at the
Crucible in
Sheffield

S UROSPORT

hand was a sort of thank you to my left hand, to
say, ‘I haven’t forgotten you, I know I haven’t
used you that much, but you are still an impor-
tant part of my life and this is your moment to
pot the final ball.”

Pot it he - or it - did, and O’Sullivan goes into
the World Championship as the favourite to win
a sixth world title, with the bookmakers and the
crowd. He can change a match with a few
minutes of brilliance — something he has always
been able to do. These days he can also play long
tactical frames, keeping his concentration
through the safety exchanges that are so often
the difference between victory and defeat.

’SULLIVAN SCORED HIS first century at
O the age of 16, became a pro in 1992 aged

17 and first played at the World
Championship in 1993. At times he looked a
prime candidate to burn out, but he’s now been
at the top of the game for 27 years. Such endur-
ance is remarkable even in snooker: that he
should find this robustness among his more
delicate qualities is his great achievement.

“It’s not about the winning or the losing,” he
says. “It’s about how you performed and how you
mentally felt during the games. I have had some
great games which I have lost, but you feel happy
to be involved in such a great game, and you
think, “This time the result didn’t go your way,
but the experience and the memory of that
match is still here”

He seeks perfection as fiercely as ever - but he
now accepts that it is ultimately elusive.
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SIMON'S 3 TO WATCH

PREMIER LEAGUE FOOTBALL Manchester
City v Tottenham Hotspur Sat 11.30am (k/o

i 12.30pm) Sky Premier League/Main Event,

i 12.30pm 5 Live Once more unto the breach...
City play Spurs for the third time in a fortnight.

FED CUP TENNIS Great Britain v Kazakhstan
i Sat 1pm, Sun 11.30am BT Sport 3 The play-offs,
at London’s Copper Box. Will GB's women make
¢ the World Group for the first time since 1993?
EUROPEAN RUGBY CHAMPIONS CUP

i Saracens v Munster Sat 2.15pm (k/o 3pm)

i BT Sport 2; Leinster v Toulouse Sun 2.45pm
(k/o 3.15pm) €4, 2.30pm BT2 They've reached
the sharp end — the semi-finals.



® .
SAVING MRiBANKS

Tom Hanks and Emm

Saving Mr Banks
Easter Day 3.40pm BBC1 (not Wales)

FEEL INCREDIBLY LUCKY that many of
my formative books were read to me.
My first experience of Roald Dahl’s
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, for
instance, was read - with the voices! -
by Bernard Cribbins on BBCT’s story-
book slot Jackanory over five consecutive
teatimes in 1968 before I went to school full-
time. I didn’t see the film version until 1977,
when it premiered on BBC1. That gave me nine
glorious years in which the uproarious, caution-
ary wish-fulfilment yarn and all its wacky
contraptions existed only in my head.

In this sense, motion pictures ruin books,
especially children’s books, by obviating the need
for what Gene Wilder’s Willy Wonka rhapso-
dised in song as “a world of pure imagination”.

As both a keen reader and a junior cineaste,
I grew up with an appreciation of both media.

With films like Willy Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory (Saturday C5) taking years to arrive on
television, movies were treats, while books could

34

WILLY WONK

Gene Wilder led
us into a world of
pure imagination

| 8

|

Film adaptations add a new

%

be borrowed from the local library and re-read
decades before their technological offspring
could be rewound or paused. Though I'm of an
age where I'm convinced it was better in my day,
I'm not making a Luddite value judgement, but
access to everything can overwhelm. Who
doesn’t like the idea of shutting down and curl-
ing up with a good book?

Harry Potter is a fabulous example of a series
of books that seemed almost to awaken a screen-
programmed population from slumber, uniting

¢In a sense, motion
pictures ruin
children’s books®

some 500 million parents, non-parents, children
and adults in any of the 70-plus languages
JK Rowling’s series of fantasy novels can be read
in. The first, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s
Stone, was published in 1997, followed by three
more before the multimillion-dollar film fran-

 dimension to classic children’
Wooks, says Andrew Collins

agine... /

chise kicked in. This allowed a four-year oasis,
during which readers visualised their own
Voldemort and Hagrid and Snape.

lustrator Thomas Taylor’s pencil rendition of
Harry on the cover of the first book may have
been the template for the casting of the boy
wizard. But however spectacular and faithful the
films were, they still succeeded in driving fans
back to the books. Costumed midnight book-
shop openings resembled movie premieres, and
an article on the Pottermore website asked,
“Remember when you first got Order of the
Phoenix home with you, how quickly
you needed to inhale that story?”

Some beloved literary prop-
erties have been slow to
reach the screen because
their authors felt so
attached to their origi-
nal works. BBCT’s big
afternoon film on
Easter Day, Saving
Mr Banks, recounts
the reluctance of
Mary Poppins author

A
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PL Travers to give up her governess and risk a
rather uncouth account of her book series — four
of which would be gobbled up to create one
motion picture.

After succumbing to Walt Disney and the
bottom line, she regretted it and put a clause in
her will banning any further American adapta-
tions of her library. She died in 1996, and the
recent hit sequel Mary Poppins Returns (Sky
Store/Virgin Movies) is a beneficiary of the
Travers estate relaxing the late author’s rules.
Similarly, CS Lewis, unconvinced that the
fantasy elements of his Narnia stories could be
faithfully adapted, sat on the film rights until his
death in 1963. The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe came to TV in 1967 (and in the late
80s) and was animated in 1979. Literary execu-
tor Douglas Gresham approved the first film in
2001, convinced by improving CGI. Having had
the first three books read to me, I'd had my
imagination co-opted numerous times already,
so was able to relax into the new ones.
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UST AS NEWBORN ducklings naturally
“imprint” on the first potential parent
they clap eyes on, so the young Homo
sapiens sticks to the first imagery it sees.
With some books for younger readers already
illustrated, this imagery is imposed at a
malleable age. You get the feeling
Rudyard Kipling would have had a
similar reaction to PL Travers if
Disney’s The Jungle Book had been
made in his lifetime. But I discov-
ered Kipling’s stories after seeing
the film and so found the occa-
sional line illustrations alarm-
ingly realistic compared with
the bright, anthropomorphised
characters I'd met on screen.
After we'd had The Hobbit read
to us by Mrs Carter at Abington
Vale Primary, we were encouraged to
paint a picture of what we thought
Gollum looked like. Such a fanciful notion
has now been extinguished for ever by the
motion-capture acumen of a team of program-
mers, not to mention Andy Serkis’s physical
performance. When I painted my Gollum, he
existed only on the fertile blank canvas of my
six-year-old brain; he didn’t look like the emaci-
ated, snivelling wretch whose Imax visualisation
was then four decades into the future. It’s not
without a hint of irony that I admit the image
I reproduced from memory was the Tasmanian
Devil, inspired by the Bugs Bunny cartoons.
If children’s books have effectively become
paper souvenirs of the films theyre turned into,
you have to hope that the analogue nature of the
printed page will continue to carry a meaningful
novelty value. And that some children will stick
with Willy Wonka this Easter, who advised in
song: “If you want to see magic lands/Close your
eyes and you will see one.”

HARRY POTTE
Daniel Radcliffe,
cast a spell as
the boy wizard

>
"'....l..-

MARY POPPINS

Emily\Blunt stepped into

Julie A‘q‘drews’s shoes in
A last year's hit sequel

Stop-motion
~emotion

ANDREW COLLINS

MY MOVIES

@ Kubo and the Two Strings
Saturday 12.30pm C4

If | were to tell
you that this
resplendent,
colourful,
intelligently
family-
friendly
animated
adventure is
set in feudal
Japan between
the 12th and 14th
centuries, and
revolves around
a 12-year-old boy with one
eye whose stringed instrument brings origami
figures to life and whose Samurai father has
disappeared, immobilising his mother with
grief, you'd assume it was the product of
Studio Ghibli, Gainax, Toei or another Japanese
anime house. Especially when we get to the
cursed warrior who has been turned into
a stag beetle. But in fact it's all-American.
Laika Entertainment, headquartered in
Portland, Oregon, and admirably devoted to
stop-frame animation in a digital world, made
its name in 2009 with Coraline (director
Henry Selick was on the staff at the time).
Chalking up the studio's fourth and fifth
Oscar nominations, 2016's Kubo and the Two
Strings was its fourth feature, a mythic tale of
curses, quests, giant skeletons, family secrets
and an undersea Garden of Eyes. Travis Knight
(son of co-founder Phil, chairman of Nike)
worked as an animator on ParaNorman
and The Boxtrolls, and makes his directorial
debut here.

BOY WONDER "=

-

Kubo features. =
spectacular. )
stop-motio e

g .

intimate. Like me, you may assume it's

ingeniously made to look like stop-motion
using CGl. But no, it's the most complex puppet
show on earth, shot against green screen with
huge mechanical models and, for instance,
a storm-lashed ocean created using paper,
copper wire and shower curtains. This lends
the saga a tactility that is achieved in, say,
Kung Fu Panda by computer sorcery. I'm not
against technology, but there can be nobility
in the real thing, proven once again by Laika's
fifth picture Missing Link, in cinemas now.

The lively voice cast boasts Art Parkinson
(Rickon Stark in Game of Thrones), Matthew
McConaughey, Charlize Theron (as a snow
monkey whose fur looks like string because
it is), Ralph Fiennes, Rooney Mara and George
Takei, and the score by Dario Marianelli — vital
to the narrative as Kubo summons the spirits
of the dead with his ancient banjo — provides
a momentum all of its own.

The film looks both spectacular and

GETTY; ALLSTAR; ALAMY
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ways with
Yorkshire puddings

Aunt Bessie’s Yorkshire puddings are perfect for all your

Easter entertaining, from your family roast to a lazy | . ‘ o
5 . R 4 Heat oven to 200°C/180°C fan/gas 6. Put 1 tsp chilli
brunch - here are some tasty ideas for you to try _ St g 11 cafti o & Aunt Botaie’s

Golden Yorkshires then drape 1 slice of Parma
ham over each one and cook for 4 mins. When
done, add half a boiled egg and sprinkle over
chopped fresh chives and a few chilli flakes,
if you like.

come in all shapes, sizes and styles. From

perfectly fluffy Bake at Home Yorkshires
to Golden Yorkshires, a timeless take on the
classic, there’s a quick and simple oven-cook

ﬂ unt Bessie’s much-loved Yorkshire puddings

variety that your family will adore. MAKES 8 » PREP 5 mins

Of course, they're ideal with any roast, but COOK 20—25 mins * Easy
Yorkshire puddings are actually great in a wide Heat oven to 220°C/200°C fan/gas 7.
variety of dishes, whether it’s a special occasion, Put half a sausage on each of
a Sunday roast or just a midweek meal. Give 8 Aunt Bessie's Bake at Home

Yorkshires and cook for 20-25 mins.
Heat 1tbsp olive oil in a large frying
pan, then add 1 finely sliced large red
onion and cook over a medium heat.
Stir regularly, until they caramelise -
this will take about 20 mins. When
cooked, season and set aside. Mix
150ml boiling water with 1tbsp
gravy granules in a jug until smooth,

then pour into the onions. When the
mini toads are cooked, dollop on a
generous spoonful of gravy and serve.

these clever ideas a try and discover how versatile
Aunt Bessie’s Yorkshire puddings really are.

MAKES 8 ¢ PREP 10 mins * COOK 2629 mins ® Easy
Heat oven to 200°C/180°C fan/gas 6. Mix together fresh finely chopped

rosemary and mint leaves, then set side. Season a 400q lamb loin fillet with salt. Heat
1tbsp olive oil in a large frying pan, and when hot, seal the lamb all over for about 10 mins.
Put the lamb on a baking tray and pat the chopped herbs all over it, then cook for 12-15
mins. Meanwhile, in a frying pan, heat a knob of butter. When melted, add 4 sliced spring
onions and a few savoy cabbage leaves. Fry until softened then add 200g frozen petit
pois and 50ml water. Bubble away until the peas are cooked through, then season.
Remove the lamb from the oven and leave to rest while you cook 8 Aunt Bessie's Bake

at Home Yorkshires for 4 mins. Thinly slice the lamb, then when the Yorkshires are ready,
fill with the pea mixture, top with a slice of lamb, and sprinkle over a little chopped mint.

36 RadioTimes 20-26 April 2019

Bring out the Bessie in
you at auntbessies.co.uk




U - suitable for all; Ue - suitable for all, especially for children; PG Parental Guidance - for general viewing, but some scenes may be unsuitable for young or sensitive children; 12A cinema only - younger children must be accompanied by an adult; 12, 15,18 - for viewers of these ages and over.

Film Reviews

FILMS ON BBC1, BBC2, ITV,

C4 AND C5, AND OTHER
DIGITAL HIGHLIGHTS

Saturday 20

ANDREW COLLINS

FILM OF THE DAY

I The Shallows xxx
9.00-10.40pm C4 15]

THRILLER This California-set (but
Australia-shot) aquatic survival thriller
is less shallow than at first it appeared
in the Jaws-referencing permutations
of its poster, which perhaps
2h % understandably revolved around
toned star Blake Lively either in a bikini or a
wetsuit. But hey, it's a film with a principal
cast of one, with a few supporting human
snacks and a charming seaqull. Lively is
medical student Nancy, who seeks
out the Baja beach her recently
deceased mother visited when
she was pregnant with her. An
independent type, Nancy goes
for one last surf before dusk.
Cue a great white shark,
which strands her on a rock,
with a board and her
ingenuity — a vital asset.
Directed by Jaume
Collet-Serra, the
Spaniard usually forcing
Liam Neeson into tight
corners in high-concept
fare like Non-Stop and The
Commuter, The Shallows is
pretty original for a genre
picture and Lively lives up to
her name. (US 2016, violence, HD)

DID YOU KNow>
After spending an epic &
]3 hours a day filming =
In the water, Blake

Lively saigd she’d be

happy to give the beach

a miss for a while

macabre to the title role. Dahl wrote the
script and though he had misgivings
about the finished article, this vibrant
fantasy still reveals a layer of grimness
beneath the confection. Peter Ostrum is
a convincing Charlie Bucket, desperate
to find a golden ticket to gain entrance
to Wonka's phantasmagoric factory, and
when you add singalong ditties like Pure
Imagination, it all adds up to wonderful,
timeless entertainment. JA (US1971, HD)
Andrew Collins, p34

® ¢ [1 Kubo and the Two Strings
| 3] 12.302.30pmc4 @

Andrew Collins My Movies, page 35.
(US 2016, HD)

® ¢ Willy Wonka and the
X Chocolate Factory % x x %
2.30-4.35pm €5 U

FANTASY In this fabulous 1971 musical
adaptation of Roald Dahl's evergreen
story, Gene Wilder parks his buffoonish
comic persona to bring a pinch of the

..o Alice in Wonderland % %
B2\ 6.50-8.300m BBC2

FANTASY Tim Burton tackling the
nonsense prose of Lewis Carroll should
be something the visionary director
could doin his sleep — which is what
this oddly conventional and ponderous
“re-imagined” offering often induces. As
the now teenage Alice (Mia Wasikowska)
returns to “Underworld”, Burton’s
trademark quirkiness is in full evidence,
but the tone is as wobbly as Alice’s
decision-making. AJ (US 2010, HD)

The Boys from Brazil * % %
9.00-11.35pm Talking Pictures TV [

THRILLER Ira Levin's ingenious novel
about the cloning of Hitler's body tissue
is given the epic treatment by director
Franklin J Schaffner. Behind the plot are
Dr Mengele (a convincing Gregory Peck)
and his accomplice (James Mason), with
Laurence Olivier the Nazi-hunter on
their trail. This accomplished thriller is
more plausible now than on its 1970s
release, with the added appeal of Peck,
Mason and Olivier scoring points off
each other. AT (US 1978, violence, some swearing)

A Royal Night Out % %%
10.30pm-12.20am €5

COMEDY DRAMA The future queen
has her first and last hedonistic hurrah
in this fanciful concoction from director
Julian Jarrold, as princesses Elizabeth
(Sarah Gadon) and Margaret (Bel
Powley) celebrate VE Day with the
masses in London. The script is full of
hollow sentiments and the concept feels
stretched, yet there's great fun to be had.
Grounded by its cast and performances,
it's a sugary shot of pure fantasy. EAS
(UK 2015, swearing, sexual references, HD)

The Fast and the Furious % % x %
10.35pm-12.30am ITV 15]

ACTION THRILLER This pedal-to-the-
metal thriller from director Rob Cohen
has fabulous cars, scantily clad babes,
moody hunks and turbo-charged stunts

PG|

to spare. As cop Paul Walker goes under
cover to find out if Vin Diesel and his
street-racing gang are behind a spate
of truck hijackings, Cohen'’s fast-paced,
stylish direction pushes the hot and
heavy excitement to the maximum -
and it's utterly electrifying to watch. AJ
(US/Ger 2001, violence, swearing, HD)

PICK OF THE REST...

Harry and the Hendersons % x

10.30am-12.30pm €5 PG|
A family adopts a yeti. (1987, HD)

The Spy Who Loved Me % % % %
1.25-4.00pm ITV PG|

Roger Moore is James Bond. (1977, HD)

Murder on the Orient Express
%k %k 2.25-4.30pm BBC2
Classic Agatha Christie mystery,
showing on the BBC for the first time
in more than 20 years. Follows Albert
Finney Talking Pictures. (1974, HD)

The Lord of the Rings: The Return
of the King

5.25-915pm ITV2 12]
Frodo continues his quest. (2003, HD)

Edge of Darkness * % %
9.00-11.15pm AMC (Sky 192, BT 332) @
Cop Mel Gibson wants revenge. (2009)

PG|

The Shawshank Redemption

9.50pm-12.45amITv4 BH
Enthralling prison drama. (1994, HD)

Ted 2 % % 10.40pm-12.45am ¢4 [H
Return of the trash-talking teddy. (2015, HD)

Papadopoulos & Sons * % %
12.05-1.50am BBC1 15]
Witty picture of ethnic London life. (2012, HD)
Dumb and Dumber To %
12.45-2.30am €4 15]

Dumb comedy sequel. (2014, HD)

s DISCOVER FILM

@ The best of Sky, iPlayer, Netflix
@ and beyond... see p60 p,

AWORLD GONE WILDE... Andrew Collins on the best of Oscar on film

The Importance of Being Earnest %%
10.25-11.55pm BBC2

Were Oscar Wilde around today, his withering adage
might be: “There is only one thing worse than being on
TV, and that is not being on TV." Happily, Oscar has just
resurfaced on Netflix in The Happy Prince (a passion
project written and directed by Rupert Everett, in which
he also stars as the ailing wit).

Wilde's most famous works have been richly filmed by
Oliver Parker: An Ideal Husband in1999 and The Importance
of Being Earnest (preceded today by documentary The
Importance of Being Oscar, see p52) in 2002, both of

which made their modest budgets back with big-name
casts. Everett, Julianne Moore and Jeremy Northam
starred in the former, and Everett and Colin Firth in the
latter. (A lifelong Wilde-ophile, Everett also played the
doomed scribe in the play The Judas Kiss.)

Parker’s all-out Gothic take on Dorian Gray in 2009
was harder to love and more like a rock video. Oscar-
nominated 1945 noir The Picture of Dorian Gray with
Hurd Hatfield, Angela Lansbury and Peter Lawford
is a better bet — and with a more disturbing portrait,
by American painter Ivan Le Lorraine Albright.

Beating all comers, though, is Anthony
Asquith's Earnest from 1952, in which Dame
Edith Evans gave cinema's finest “A handbag?!”

- <AV
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ANDREW COLLINS

FILM OF THE DAY

e o Jurassic Park Es3ss4
W2 720-10.000m ITV2

) O

AP

*
L]

DID You KNow? x
Recordings of an angry :
goose, mating tortojses m
and a Jack Russe|| :
playing with a toy were ®
all used to help create g

_ 8
the dinosaur noises  m
&

[

SCI-FI With Alan Partridge back on our TVs, |
find it impossible not to exclaim, "Jurassic Park!"
at apposite moments of deluded success. | saw
Steven Spielberg's crowd-pleasing dinosaur tale
on the big screen with a friend who, on emerging
into the evening, concluded: “Well, the puppets
were good.” The irony of this remark is that

Spielberg had intended to animate the

velociraptors and others running amok

in author Michael Crichton’s
theme park via traditional
animatronics. But after
some arm-twisting,
Hollywood's most
persuasive
argument for

CGl resulted. It's
still packed with
spectacle, and
what makes it so
durable after all the
sequels (the first of
which is on tomorrow) is
the offbeat cast: a pre-Pulp
Fiction Samuel L Jackson, the
idiosyncratic Jeff Goldblum,
Seinfeld’s Wayne Knight as the
sneaky Nedry and the late

Bob Peck as a game warden.

The puppets are still pretty

good, too. Jurassic Park! (US1993,
includes scenes that may be disturbing for
children, may be edited for language, HD)

® ¢ Puss in Boots * % x &
BN 1002450m ca m

COMEDY ADVENTURE The scene-
stealing cat (impeccably voiced by
Antonio Banderas) from Shrek 2 finally
gets his own swashbuckling romp,
finding love with slinky Kitty Softpaws
(Salma Hayek) as they join Humpty
Dumpty (Zach Galifianakis) to track
down a golden goose. Shrek the Third
director Chris Miller's lively caper veers
delightfully between Mother Goose,
Zorro and a Sergio Leone western — and
while that cute big eyes gag is used a fair
few times, it never gets old. AJ (US 2011, HD)

Dances with Wolves
2.45-6.15pm Paramount Network [H

WESTERN Kevin Costner’s directorial
debut, the first western to win the best
picture Oscar for 60 years, is a heartfelt
attempt to create a frontier epic and to
atone for Hollywood's shameful depiction
of native American life. Costner is battle
weary Union officer John Dunbar, a Civil
War hero who takes a remote posting in
South Dakota to see the frontier before
it vanishes. Costner directs his pet
project with clear passion, presenting

a poignant look at a way of life and a
people that have all but disappeared.

A marvel from beginning to end. DP
(US1990, violence, swearing, sex scenes, HD)

® ¢ Saving Mr Banks
WX 3.40-5.450m BBC1 PG

DRAMA How did Walt Disney (Tom
Hanks) convince author PL Travers
(Emma Thompson) that her Mary
Poppins character was safe in his hands
after 20 years of stubborn refusal? This
entertaining and ultimately moving film
reveals that the cantankerous Travers
hated cartoons, musicals and Dick Van
Dyke, and had no intention of signing
over the rights... until she faced
bankruptcy. The clash between Travers
and Disney is sharply witty and
poignant under John Lee Hancock’s
direction. It's a superlative confection,
dominated by Thompson's stunningly
eccentric performance, and lovers of
the 1964 family classic will find it
irresistible. AJ (US/UK/Aus 2013, HD)

Andrew Collins, p34

| Know Where I'm Going!
4.30-6.30pm Talking Pictures TV [

ROMANTIC COMEDY Of all the
classics produced by Michael Powell and
Emeric Pressburger, this may be the
most unsung, but it's undoubtedly the
most entrancing. As the headstrong
young woman and the laird who
distracts her from her stuffy fiancé,
Wendy Hiller and Roger Livesey are
superb, with knowing support from
Pamela Brown, John Laurie and Finlay

Currie. Alongside Alfred Junge's clever
sets and Erwin Hillier's atmospheric
photography are a compelling mix of
romance and comedy, an arresting use
of landscape and a respectful fascination
with local culture. DP (UK 1945, BW)

The Bridge on the River Kwai
5.30-9.00pm 5Spike PG|

WAR EPIC Few Second World War films
are as enduring as this multi-Oscar-
winning examination of the stiff upper
lip from director David Lean. Alec
Guinness plays Colonel Nicholson, the
epitome of British dignity and resolve
who, after brutal treatment from his
Japanese captors in Burma, leads his
men in the building of a strategically
vital railway bridge for the enemy. The
central performances are all first rate,
including Sessue Hayakawa as the
Japanese commander, but it's Guinness
who stands out, imbuing Nicholson with
a brand of patriotism and courage that
speaks of another age. AC (UK 1957, HD)

® ¢ Prince of Persia: the Sands
Y of Time x %%
6.15-8.00pm BBC2 12|

ADVENTURE After scoring a huge hit
with the Pirates of the Caribbean films,
based on a theme-park ride, producer
Jerry Bruckheimer obviously hoped to
work the same magic with this video
game-inspired offering — but it doesn't
quite gel. Street urchin Jake Gyllenhaal,
adopted by a king, must clear his name
when framed as a traitor, and teams up
with a princess (Gemma Arterton) to
protect a magical knife from power-mad
Nizam (Ben Kingsley). It coasts by on
charm and the leads’ chemistry, but the
action scenes fall surprisingly flat. JR
(US 2010, edited for violence, HD)

0: The Wolverine % % %
BN o001250m Fima

ACTION The second solo outing for
Hugh Jackman's clawed mauler begins
with our hero in despair after the events
of X-Men — the Last Stand. Persuaded to
leave his mountain retreat, he travels to
Tokyo to see an old friend, who promises
to relieve his burden of immortality -
but it's not long before a clan turf war
erupts. Director James Mangold makes
great play of the fish-out-of-water idea,
while a beefed-up Jackman rises to the
occasion with a powerful but restrained
performance. Unfortunately, extended
romantic interludes and the need to
include standard blockbuster action
hinder Mangold's valiant attempt to
deliver a film to match the game-
changing X-Men: First Class and Avengers
Assemble. JA (US 2013, violence, swearing, HD)

The King's Speech » % * %
9.00-11.30pm Sony Movie Channel &

DRAMA In the first of a double bill (with
A Single Man) of Bafta-winning turns
from Colin Firth, this hugely moving tale
gives Firth room to impress as George VI,
the British monarch with the terrible
stammer. Director Tom Hooper deftly

My,

N

captures a man in limbo amid the scandal
of his brother Edward’s abdication and
the run-up to the Second World War,
while Firth expresses George's crippling
fear with dignity. This is the type of
thing the British film industry does so
well — a bit of history, a bit of social
comedy, a few factual liberties and a flag-
waving finale. SP (UK/Aus/US 2010, swearing)
You wait ages for a Bafta..., p70

Gone Girl % ** %
10.00pm-1.00am W 18

THRILLER Whether or not you've read
Gillian Flynn's bestseller, you're in for a
treat here. David Fincher directs this
unsettling adaptation, which revolves
around the hunt for missing Amy
(Rosamund Pike, exceptional), the perfect
wife of perfect hunk Nick (Ben Affleck,
0ozing prom king charm). Although it
doesn't have many good things to say
about modern relationships, it is an
absorbing mystery in which anyone could
be — and probably is — a monster. LB

(US 2014, violence, swearing, sex scenes, nudity, HD)

PICK OF THE REST...

My Girl %%

2.00-4.00pm Universal PG|
Mushy romantic drama with Anna
Chlumsky. Followed by the sequel. (1991)

Pixels % * 2.50-4.50pm €5 12
Can arcade geeks save the world? (2015, HD)

=

Far from the Madding Crowd
%% % % 3.00-6.00pm True Movies
(Freeview 62, Freesat 302, Sky 321,
Virgin 424)

Julie Christie on captivating form. (1967)

Moonraker %% 3.75-545pm ITV [
007 heads for outer space. (1979, HD)

Marley & Me % %%
4.50-7.00pm €5 PG
A dog changes a couple’s lives. (2008, HD)

The Secret Life of Pets x %%

5.40-7.20pm ITV2 U
Madcap animated canine caper. (2016, HD)
Evan Almighty % %%

6.00-8.00pm Comedy Central PG
Steve Carell must build a new ark. (2007, HD)

Men in Black 2 %%
7.20-9.00pm E4 PG
An alien queen threatens Earth. (2002, HD)

Pearl Harbor % %
9.00pm-12.30am ITV4 12
Wartime blockbuster. (2001, HD)

The Thing » % % %
9.00-1.05pm Horror Channel 18
Scientists uncover a frozen alien. (1982)

Risen %% 11.00pm-1.10am C4 12
Post-Crucifixion Biblical drama. (2016, HD)

The Two Faces of January % % % %
110-2.45am ¢4 12]
Slow-burning suspense thriller. (2013, HD)

s DISCOVER FILM

@ The best of Sky, iPlayer, Netflix }
@ and beyond... see p70
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5 Reasons why you should own

The NEW 2019 Gold Sovereign

1. The brand new issue of Britain’s flagship
Gold Coin with over 500 years of history S

g - .

) &
-"-\F

2. Struck from solid 22 Carat Gold,
ensuring lasting value

A
T oy
,,,,,,

3. Special tax status — No VAT and no j
Capital Gains Tax ;

4. Now just £269, including your exclusive
Sovereign Presentation Pack & FREE p&p

You're fully covered by our no-quibble
30-Day Money Back Guarantee

o

f

T PLUS FREE:
Reply in the next5 days
to receive your Five-point
Guide to Owning Gold Coins

B g o P

Specifications: Year of Issue: 2019 « Country of Issue: UK
Diameter: 22.05mm « Weight: 7.98g * Metal: 22 Carat Gold
Obverse: Jody Clark « Reverse: Benedetto Pistrucci

Order Ref. 489 219K 1

To find out more about owning the brand new 2019 Gold Sovereign and to reserve your
coin, call 0800 840 68 48 or visit: www.cpm-reservations.com/489219K1

)QPleaseretumtoFREEPOSTCPMPOBOX7776P0016BH129HR).€

The UK 2019 Gold Sovereign

YES Please accept my reservation for [ ] (max 3) UK 2019 Gold Sovereign(s) for £269 each (+ FREE p&p).

MR/MRS/MISS: FIRST NAME: PAYMENT DETAILS
SURNAME: UK 2019 Gold Sovereign(s) @ £269 each

mm3 Postage and packing FREE
ADDRESS: Total

I enclose my cheque/P.O. payableto CPM  Order Ref: 489 219K 1

Please charge my Mastercard/Visa on despatch. My card no. is

POSTCODE:
CARD EXPIRY DATE:
PHONE NUMBER: Your credit card will not be charged until your order is despatched
(Please help us keep you up-to-date with selected special offers)
EMAIL: SIGNATURE:
(Please help us keep you up-to-date with selected special offers) (All reservation requests must be signed and are subject to acceptance)

All orders are subject to acceptance & status. We may perform a credit check. CPM is a trading division of 288 Group Ltd. Registered in England 02000413. Russell House, Oxford Road, Bournemouth BH8 8EX.

We think you'd be interested in some of the latest offers by post from our retail partners: companies operating in the clothing,collectables, food & wine, gardening, gadgets & entertainment, health & beauty, household goods and home interiors categories.
If you would prefer not to receive these, please tick this box | ] To learn more about our partners please see our privacy policy at www.cpmcoins.com/privacy
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ANDREW COLLINS

FILM OF THE DAY

Notting Hill x %% *x

10.20pm-12.35am ITV 15|

ROMANTIC COMEDY In its time, the
demographically schizophrenic West
London enclave Notting Hill has come
to be known for its carnival, its race
riots and the symbol of its division,
Grenfell Tower. It also provides the
setting for a civic and romantic
fantasy from Richard Curtis, which
cleaves to the chi-chi Portobello
Road market, where Hugh
Grant's bookshop owner

meets film star Julia Roberts.

It whisks in a soufflé of
comfortably off, supportive
family and friends, played
by the likes of Gina McKee,
Hugh Bonneville and the
late Emma Chambers. Even
Grant's unhygienic Welsh
lodger (Rhys Ifans) and a
tabloid scandal cannot
meaningfully block the path
of true love. Directed with a
light touch by Roger Michell,
Notting Hill now feels rather
as if it were castina
pre-diversity age and seems,
albeit not unpleasantly,

very much like one of

those antigues in the
still-charming Portobello
Road. (US/UK 1999, some

swearing, sexual situations, HD)

® ¢ Thunderbirds * %
B2\ 10.00-11.50am sky1 PG

ADVENTURE Fans of the original
1960s TV series may well feel short-
changed by this pedestrian live-action
version. The focus is on sulky adolescent
Alan Tracy (Brady Corbet) who resents
studying at boarding school while his dad
(Bill Paxton) and brothers are saving the
world. Cue a wannabe SPYkids plot in
which Alan and his two cutesy pals are
left to defeat the Hood (Ben Kingsley).
With the exception of the frothy kitsch
of Sophia Myles's Lady Penelope and
her multi-talented chauffeur, Parker
(Ron Cook), there's just no substance or
vitality to this obviously expensive
production. The retro-futuristic designs
and scenery look great, but style alone
can't save a weak script or make flat
dialogue sparkle. SF (UK/US/Fr 2004,

edited for violence, language, HD)

Dante's Peak * % %
12.10-2.10pm C4 12]

ACTION Pierce Brosnan's vulcanologist
sees the warning signs for major lava
problems in a small mountainside town,
but no one will believe him in this
typically FX-orientated 1990s disaster
flick. Like the same year's larger-scale
Volcano, it has some corking digital
magma and a lot of cardboard in its

plD YOU KNow> =
Richard Curtjs insisted :
that Julia Roberts's
character was not

based on Julia byt was ®
a hybrid of Grace Kefly ™
and Audrey Hepburn :

path. Director Roger Donaldson handles
things in the same way he did in
Species, papering over dialogue and
character deficiencies with some
exciting set pieces, as buildings crumble
and roads receive a molten overcoat.
Brosnan and romantic interest Linda
Hamilton offer serviceable
performances, but they're battling
against more than just the elements. JC
(US 1997, edited for violence, language, HD)

® ¢ Clash of the Titans x %
BN 1/53350m cs 12]

FANTASY This star-studded fantasy
adventure is almost a rerun of Jason
and the Argonauts (which follows in
today’s double bill), only this time it's
Perseus, Andromeda and assorted giant
livestock who go through their
mythological paces. Harry Hamlin
certainly has the physique to play the
heroic Perseus, but when it comes to
the touchy-feely stuff, he and Judi
Bowker make anaemic lovers. Thankfully,
Ray Harryhausen's stop-motion special
effects are as wonderfully wobblesome
as ever and he comes up with some
memorable monsters, notably the
petrifying Gorgon Medusa. Dressed in a
white bathrobe and a Santa Claus beard,
Laurence Olivier overacts dreadfully

as Zeus, but fans of the genre will

still find plenty here to enjoy. AT

(US/UK 1981, edited for violence, nudity, HD)

Khartoum * % %
1.45-4.25pm ITV4 PG|

DRAMA Charlton Heston stars in this
big-budget epic about General Gordon’s
last stand, when Sudanese warriors, led
by the Mahdi, gave the British Empire a
serious jolt. Heston's portrayal of Gordon
is finely studied, suggesting a complexity
that the script never quite comes to
terms with. His performance contrasts
with that of Laurence Olivier, whose
Mahdi is all eye-rolling, lip-quivering
fanaticism, like a refugee from a Carry
On film. Intended as a rival to Lawrence
of Arabia, this boasts a fine supporting
cast, including Michael Hordern and
Ralph Richardson, and is often
spectacular to watch, but Basil Dearden’s
direction is on the stodgy side. AT

(UK 1966, edited for some of its violence, HD)

® ¢ Jason and the Argonauts
Y Ak % 3355450mes M

ADVENTURE Stolid Todd Armstrong
stars as the intrepid leader of Greece’s
greatest heroes whose quest for the
Golden Fleece provides special-

effects maestro Ray Harryhausen with
the opportunity to conjure a bonanza of
monster mayhem. The Avengers of
their day must defeat ghoulish harpies,
a giant man of bronze and a sword-
wielding skeleton army to make off with
their booty. Any sword-and-sandal
cheesiness is mercifully kept at bay
thanks to a menacing but marvellous
score from Bernard Herrmann, while a
cast of British cinema'’s best (including
Nigel Green as Hercules and Niall
MacGinnis and Honor Blackman as king
and queen of the gods) adds gravitas
and ensures there's wit and humanity
among the derring-do. JA (UK 1963, HD)

North West Frontier * %
6.20-9.00pm Talking Pictures TV [

ADVENTURE This cracking yarn is
directed with great pace and precision
by J Lee Thompson, and proves that an
old-fashioned, all-action drama can still
keep you on the edge of your seat
without the benefit of flashy special
effects. It could almost be called an
“eastern”, transplanting the old western
plot of a railroad journey through
hostile territory to early-20th-century
India. Kenneth More gives an assured
performance as the soldier entrusted
with the safety of a Hindu prince, and
he is given able support by Lauren
Bacall (as the boy's no-nonsense nurse),
the ever-reliable Wilfrid Hyde White and
Herbert Lom. DP (UK1959)

The Social Network
9.00-11.25pm Paramount Network [

DRAMA The foundation of online
phenomenon Facebook comes in for
scrutiny in this fact-based drama. Mark
Zuckerberg (Jesse Eisenberg) is an
unloved outsider at Harvard in 2003,
but finds a way of circumventing the
university's traditional elite by creating
the networking technology that

eventually makes him one of the world's
youngest billionaires. Along the way,
there’s camaraderie, betrayal, class
tension and much litigation. The
dazzling wordplay from Aaron Sorkin
and David Fincher's intensely focused
direction work in concert to create one
of the truly defining films of the era. TJ
(US 2010, swearing, drug abuse, HD)

The Finest Hours % % %
10.00-11.50pm BBC4 12]

ACTION A daring real-life sea rescue off
Cape Cod in 1952 inspired this gripping
disaster movie, with Chris Pine as the
square-jawed Coast Guard sailor who
leads his men into the mountainous
surf. In its early stages, director Craig
Gillespie makes slow headway trying to
get us to share would-be fiancée
Holliday Grainger’s anxiety for her
man's well-being; because Pine is so
stoically determined, it seems unlikely
any harm will come to him. That
changes once the wind and waves get
up and he's piloting a tiny boat out to
rescue Casey Affleck and his fellow
crew members trapped on board the
stricken tanker. TJ (US 2015, HD)

Liar Liar % % %%
10.25am-12.10pm ITV2 12]
Jim Carrey must tell the truth. (1997, HD)

The Muppets Take Manhattan
% % % 12 noon-2.00pm Universal [l
Cameo-filled comedy with the gang. (1984)

The Hours » % % %
1.00-3.10pm AMC (Sky 192, BT 332) (@
Nicole Kidman plays Virginia Woolf. (2002)

Wyatt Earp % % %%
1.20-5.00pm 5Spike 12]
Epic western with Kevin Costner. (1994)

Matilda * * x %
2.55-5.00pm Sony Movie Channel [
Pleasingly dark Roald Dahl story. (1996)

Cheaper by the Dozen % %
4.00-6.00pm Universal PG|
Steve Martin has his hands full. (2003)

Paddington % % % %
4.35-6.35pm Film4 PG|
The bear from darkest Peru. (2014, HD)

Mean Girls % % %
9.00-11.00pm Comedy Central 12]
Acerbic high-school comedy. (2004, HD)

Die Hard with a Vengeance % % % %
9.00-11.40pm SSTAR 15
Bruce Willis teams up with Samuel L
Jackson to foil a terrorist. (1995, HD)

The Internship % % 9.00-1.35pm wiB
Clunky culture-clash comedy. (2013, HD)

Heal the Living » % % %
2.00-3.45am C4 H
Sensitive French melodrama. (2016, HD)

s DISCOVER FILM

@ The best of Sky, iPlayer, Netflix ’
@ and beyond... see p80
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Experience the
grandeur of Seville

TOURS
ARE FULLY
BONDED AND
PROTECTED

Seven days from £659pp — selected departures up to November 2019

Andalucia is one of the most beautiful corners
of Europe, where travellers are welcomed as
honoured quests. Immortalised by the writings
of Ernest Hemingway and beloved by Orson
Welles, it is the Spain of Carmen, Figaro and
flamenco. Rich with the legacies of the Moors
and Romans, its charm and serenity will
captivate you.

SICILY

Eight days from £899pp Selected
departures up to November 2019

PRICE INCLUDES

B Marvel at astonishing Greek ruins in the Valley
of the Temples on our guided tour of the
ancient Unesco World Heritage site

B Admire Palermo'’s gorgeous medieval and
Baroque centre, Italy’'s finest outside of Rome

B Explore the stylish hilltop town of Taormina and
its stunning ancient Greek theatre

B Take a guided tour of the Roman villa in Piazza
Armerina and see some of the best-preserved
mosaics and frescoes from antiquity

B Experience the majesty of Mount Etna

H View the medieval mosaics in Monreale
cathedral on a guided tour

M Visit Siracusa

M Enjoy authentic Sicilian food at a farmhouse

B Return flights from a selection of airports, plus
all hotel transfers

B Seven nights in four-star accommodation, with
breakfast and dinner

B Services of an experienced tour manager

To book or request a brochure, call 01283 742 399 %E ABTA
or visit radiotimes.com/holidayoffers

PRICE INCLUDES

H Experience the iconic cathedral, streets and
parks of Seville on a tour led by a local quide

H Marvel at the city of Ronda

H Enjoy authentic tapas on an introduction to
these Spanish appetisers in Seville

H Explore the city of Granada and visit the
Alhambra Palace

Agrigento in Sicily

ABTA Number V4744

M Visit historic Cordoba and take a quided
tour of the Mezquita

H Return flights from a selection of regional
airports, plus all hotel transfers

M Six nights in three-star superior and
four-star accommodation, with breakfast

H The services an experienced tour
(WELEL[ Y

UNDISCOVERED ITALY:
PUGLIA, LECCE & VIESTE

Eight days from £799pp Selected
departures up to November 2019

PRICE INCLUDES

W Discover Lecce, the “Florence of the South”
with a local guide

Bl See the famous trulli houses of Alberobello

B Enjoy a quided tour of medieval Matera and
its cave village hewn entirely from rock

B Tour the old town of Bari with a local guide and
see its remarkable Romanesque cathedral

B See the beautiful Foresta Umbra nature
reserve and visit the crusader church of
Monte Sant’Angelo

B Learn the fascinating craft of pasta-making
and enjoy a light lunch at a family-run osteria

B Return flights from a selection of airports,
plus all hotel transfers

B Seven nights in four-star accommodation
with breakfast and dinner, including three
at carefully selected local restaurants

B Services of an experienced tour manager

Holidays are organised by, and subject to the booking conditions of, Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton upon Trent, DE14 1SP, and are offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 and ATOL 3430 protected.
Per-person prices are based on two people sharing a twin room. Single rooms and optional insurance available at a supplement. Booking is direct with Riviera Travel. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel.
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Tuesday 23

FILM OF THE DAY

Unbreakable % *
9.00-11.15pm Sony Movie Channel &

FANTASY In this enthralling offering
from M Night Shyamalan (The Sixth
Sense), Bruce Willis survives a train
crash only to be told by
comic-art gallery owner
Samuel L Jackson that
he has special powers.
Thought-provoking
and unfolding at a
measured pace,
this builds to a
surprise ending.
Alan Jones

(US 2000, may
be edited for
language, violence)

® ¢ The Smallest Show on Earth
| 2 [
3.50-5.30pm Talking Pictures TV [1

COMEDY Deftly directed by Basil
Dearden, this charming comedy stars
Bill Travers and Virginia McKenna as a
couple who inherit a crumbling cinema.
The cast alone makes it a must-see, and
a sequence in which projectionist Peter
Sellers, pianist Margaret Rutherford and
doorman Bernard Miles relive the silent
era's glories is adorable. DP (UK 1957, BW)

Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit % %%
9.00-11.10pm Film4 12

ACTION This reboot for novelist Tom
Clancy’s CIA agent sees Chris Pine step
into the shoes previously worn by Alec
Baldwin, Harrison Ford and Ben Affleck,
and presents Ryan as a fresh-faced
rookie facing post-9/11 global terror
threats. Director Kenneth Branagh (who
co-stars as a scenery-chewing Russian
oligarch) eschews the books' cerebral
elements in favour of high-octane thrills
and spills, while Pine is good value as
the government penpusher thrust into
the front lines of espionage. TeS

(US 2013, violence, swearing, HD)

PICK OF THE REST...

Snatched at Birth %%
2.15-4.00pm €5
Driven to a desperate act. (2017, HD)

Blended % % 8.00-10.20pm 5STARIA
Sandler and Barrymore comedy. (2014, HD)

Rules of Engagement %% 70.00pm-
12.35am Paramount Network H
All-star courtroom drama. (2000, HD)

Scredm x k 12.25-2.30amITv2 B
Neve Campbell is targeted again. (201, HD)

s DISCOVER FILM

@ The best of Sky, iPlayer, Netflix }
@ and beyond... see p90

FILM OF THE DAY

e o The Book Thief xxx
B2\ 6.25-9.00pm Filma 12|

WAR DRAMA Director Brian
Percival's thoughtful drama set on
the eve of the Second World War
carefully builds a convincing picture
of prejudice’s rising tide in Germany.
Starring Sophie Nélisse as the orphan
of the title, it could have been more
dramatically powerful, but it evokes
this troubled period in a way that
will intrigue and inform younger
viewers. Trevor Johnston (US 2014, HD)
Sophie's passion project, p100

I3 Unfinished Business % %
10.00-1.55pm 5STAR 15]

COMEDY This wild comic tale sees Vince
Vaughn, Dave Franco and Tom Wilkinson
play three businessmen who go to
extreme lengths to land the contract

of their dreams. Taking the outline of
almost every Vaughn comedy (an
underachiever risks everything to prove
himself), the story just fills in the time
between visual gags. The trio have a
certain bumbling charm and the odd
juvenile chuckle may sustain you, but

in terms of originality and heart this
business trip fails to seal the deal. JL

(US 2015, swearing, sex scenes, nudity, drug abuse, HD)

Gambit X X% 1.55345amc4 [

COMEDY In this entertaining caper,
Michael Caine and Shirley MacLaine
bring their natural frivolity and nimble
comic timing to the roles of a cockney
cat burglar and a Eurasian showgirl who
becomes his accomplice. The object of
their scam is a tycoon’s priceless statue
uncannily resembling MacLaine. The
lead actors certainly have chemistry,
while director Ronald Neame skilfully
keeps the twists and turns coming,
accompanied by a typically lush score
from Maurice Jarre. Herbert Lom is also
good fun as the hapless target of the
couple's machinations. JM (US 1966, HD)

PICK OF THE REST...

Star Trek into Darkness % % % %
9.00-1.35pm Film4 12
Kirk pursues a rogue Starfleet officer.
See choice, page 60. (2013, HD)

American Pie 2 % %%

9.00-11.10pm ITV2 15|
More rude, crude and lewd laughs. (2001, HD)
You Only Live Twice
9.00-11.25pm ITV4 PG|

James Bond travels to Japan. (1967, HD)

Meadowland % % % 17.30pm-1.20am
Sony Movie Channel 15]
Parents come to terms with loss. (2015)

MORE FILM CHOICES, SEE P100
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AMAZING
OFFERS

LOW
DEPOSIT
ONLY £49PP

BOOK BY 24 APRIL 2019

FREE VIP
TRANSFERS

PRIVATE DOOR-TO-DOOR
AIRPORT TRANSFERS ON
WORLDWIDE HOLIDAYS

-

FLY FROMYOUR
LOCAL AIRPORT

LOCAL AND
CONNECTING FLIGHTS
FROM £99 PER PERSON

DISCOVER OVER 140 ESCORTED TOURS ACROSS SIX CONTINENTS
BACKED BY OUR ROCK-SOLID GUARANTEES

CALL 0800 987 5012 | GO TO TRAVELSPHERE.CO.UK | VISIT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

See www.travelsphere.co.uk/essential-information for full terms and conditions.
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travelsphere

Taj Mahal, India

SAVE UP
TO£300

PER COUPLE ON
SELECTED TOURS
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will make your
heart berry happv

Benecol, ' m A

VEN TO LOWERS
PR CHOLESTEROL

with wholegrain BLUEBERRY &

ot | | & delicious
T il &% 1ulaurt coating (RANBERRY
i | | | |

Enjoy one tasty bar a day to help lower cholesterol*. Our smart new
bars with wholegrain oats and real fruits or nuts contain
| | our unique plant stanols to lower your cholesterol. Available in
| | 3 different flavours - to make your breaks do more for you.

BENECOL® - PROVEN TO LOWER CHOLESTEROL*

*Plant stanol ester has been shown to lower cholesterol. High cholesterol is a risk
factor in the development of coronary heart disease. A daily intake of 1.5-3g of
plant stanols lowers cholesterol as part of a healthy diet and lifestyle.




Thursday 25

FILM OF THE DAY

The Woman in Black xxx
11.00pm-12.55am
Horror Channel 12|

HORROR A classy if
cliché-ridden Hammer
ghost story, recalling
the studio's heyday,
this follows grieving
solicitor Daniel
Radcliffe as he
uncovers the dark
secret of a remote
community. Creaky
melodrama indeed,
but the grim
resolution adds

an unexpectedly
uplifting twist.

Alan Jones (UK 2011)

® o Harvey
W2 1053150 Fitma

FANTASY James Stewart gives a
knockout performance in this classic
comic fantasy about tipsy Elwood P
Dowd and his friendship with invisible
six-foot white rabbit Harvey, deftly
directed by Henry Koster. Alongside the
satiric misunderstandings, character
mix-ups and revitalised clichés come
poignant comments about humanity's
lack of communication, which touch
both the funny bone and the heart.
Guaranteed to leave a smile on your
face for a long time. AJ (US 1950, BW, HD)

PICK OF THE REST...

Deadly Vows % % 2.15-4.00pm €5
A tale of murder and marzipan. (2017, HD)

The Fighter

9.00-11.20pm Sony Movie Channel [H
Mark Wahlberg stars as real-life boxer
Micky Ward. See choice, page 110. (2010)

Major League % % % 9.00-1.05pm

AMC (Sky 192, BT 332) 15|
First in a triple bill of the sports films. (1989)
Carlito’'s Way * % % %

10.35pm-1.30am ITV4 18]

Al Pacino attempts to go straight. (1993, HD)
MORE FILM CHOICES, SEE P110

DID YOou KNow? :
In 2000, Violette -
Szabo's aunt opened a :
Museum in her niece’s :
honour, angd Virginia —m
McKenna attended its :
first fundraising event
n

ANDREW COLLINS

FILM OF THE DAY

Carve Her Name with Pride x % %%
6.40-9.00pm Talking Pictures TV PG|

WAR DRAMA The inspiring, if moderately
sanitised, true story of Violette Szabo (played
in a Bafta-winning performance by Virginia
McKenna) is briskly told in Lewis Gilbert's
1958 film about the French/British Special

Operations Executive agent. She was
recruited as much for her bilingualism as

with a machine gun. McKenna portrays
her as afraid of very little, and, in one
memorable scene, spits out the
cigarette put in her mouth by a
German officer. William Alwyn's
score gives it all a patriotic spin,
even when Szabo's pluck and
cunning lead to her being
interned in a concentration
camp. The latter scenes, which

| won't spoil, are hard to watch
if you don't already know the
outcome, but McKenna is
stunning throughout. In a
particularly restrained and
effective shot, Gilbert's camera
pans up past the barbed wire fence.
Stirring stuff. (UK 1958, BW)

Talladega Nights: the Ballad of Ricky
Bobby %% 9.00-11.15pm Dave 15|

COMEDY There's the odd laugh as
Nascar champion Will Ferrell faces his
nemesis, a gay French driver (Sacha
Baron Cohen). But the writing is sloppy,
and the film, from Anchorman: the
Legend of Ron Burgundy director Adam
McKay, is undermined by a homophobic
undertone. AS (US 2006, violence, swearing, HD)

A Good Day to Die Hard x %
9.00-10.55pm E4 12]

ACTION The rule of diminishing returns
bites hard in Bruce Willis's fifth outing as
resourceful New York cop John McClane,

her bravery, and undertook two missions in
occupied France, where she proved a dab hand

in Moscow with his estranged CIA
operative son (Jai Courtney) to thwart
Russian terrorists. Director John Moore
lazily stitches together shoot-outs, car
chases and explosions with a confusing
plot, and Willis's character is lost
without the verbal sparring partners of
earlier films. TeS (US 2013, swearing, violence, HD)

Stand by Me
9.00-10.50pm Sony Movie Channel [H

DRAMA Rob Reiner's likeable but
hard-centred picaresque, set in 1950s
Oregon, blends the themes of childhood
friendship, parental pressure and the
loss of innocence into a Boy Scout-style
adventure, as bookish Wil Wheaton

(played by Richard Dreyfuss as an adult)
leads a gang of friends on an odyssey to
find the fabled body of a missing boy. AC
(US 1986, edited for violence, language)

I3 Everybody Wants Some!!
%% % % 1.20pm-1.40am Film4 [

COMEDY The spiritual sequel to
Richard Linklater's 1970s-set classic
Dazed and Confused, this seems at first
merely to be a wholesome examination
of sexual freedom at college — but
behind the 1980s details you'll see
Linklater using a team of baseball
players to examine the meaning of life.
As main man Jake (Blake Jenner) grows
up before our eyes, echoing Linklater’s
Oscar-winning Boyhood, he reveals

his true personality through practice,
pranking and partying. Nostalgic for the
beauty and confusion of youth, the film
is a delicious, feel-good romp. Pacey
and entertaining. KK (US 2016, swearing,
sexual references, drug abuse, nudity, HD)

REVIEWERS THIS WEEK Jeremy Aspinall, Lucy
Barrick, Joanna Berry, Jason Caro, Andrew Collins,
John Ferguson, Peter Freedman, Sloan Freer,

Lorien Haynes, Trevor Johnston, Alan Jones, Karen
Krizanovich, James Luxford, John Marriott, Stella
Papamichael, David Parkinson, Jamie Russell, Emma
Simmonds, Adam Smith, Terry Staunton, Adrian Turner

PICK OF THE REST...

Family Secrets %% 2.15-4.00pm €5
A woman inherits a ranch. (2016, HD)

A The Equalizer 2 % % %
8.00-10.10pm Sky Premiere
See review, page 120. (2018, HD)

Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters

%% % 9.00-10.50pm 5STAR 15]
Fun and gory spin on the fairy tale. (2013, HD)
Far and Away % %

9.00-11.45pm Paramount Network [H
Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman seek a
new life in 19th-century America. (1992)

Bad Teacher % % 9.00-10.55pm w [H
Cameron Diaz is no role model. (2011, HD)

The Raid %% % %
12.35-2.20am C4 18]
Breathtaking, brutal action yarn. (2011, HD)

s DISCOVER FILM

@ The best of Sky, iPlayer, Netflix ’
@ and beyond... see p120

RT TRAVEL OFFER |
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DISCOVER TUSCAN VILLAS AND GARDENS

Departing 1 October 2019 From £950pp

With its stunning countryside and coastline, impressive architecture and
fascinating history, Tuscany has a charm all of its own. The region’s villas and
gardens are yours to discover, with some open exclusively for this selected tour.
INCLUDED M Visits to Villa Reale, Villa Grabau, Colleverde Vineyard, Palazzo
Mediceo di Seravezza, Viaregqio, Villa Torrigiani, Villa Mansi, Garzoni Gardens,
Lucca, Palazzo Pfanner, Lucca Cathedral, Villa La Petraia & Florence B Vineyard

tour and wine tasting at Colleverde Vineyard B Guided tour of Florence M Six nights

dinner, bed & breakfast at the Hotel Michelangelo and Spa, Montecatini Terme
B Welcome drink B Services of a tour manager B Return flights to Pisa, airport
taxes and luggage allowance M Coach transfers in Italy

To book your holiday, please call 03332 342 493, quoting RTC.

Terms & conditions apply. Prices correct at the time of going to press. Price will depend on chosen airport, airline
and flight time. Errors and omissions excepted. Operated by Just Go! Holidays Ltd, ATOL No10889. Prices are per
person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplement £180. Standard phone charges apply.

DAD'S ARMY
AT 50! - £9.99
INCLUDING P&P
This 2019 reprinted
bookazine has
10 pages featuring t
. DAD'S ARMY |
rare behind-the- 2 A g
scenes photographs, 'm,4 A
anecdotes from e CACK
IN STOCK!
members of the cast, and ORDER
reviews and memories from all JODAY
80 episodes. Now available to
purchase from our Amazon shop.

To order your copy visit
radiotimes.com/rtdadsarmy
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RT TRAVEL

Kanoni, the church
of Panagia
Vlacherna and the
Mouse Island
behind

Six days from £1,679pp — departing 12 May and 30 September 2019

Join naturalist Lee Durrell to discover the M A visit to Gerald Durrell's favourite corners B Lunch and dinner on four days, including
natural wonders of the sun-drenched island of Corfu with Lee, including Kalami Bay a meal at the Taverna O Foros (featured in
that inspired her husband Gerald's memoir and B Take a boat trip to Corfu's intriguing Rick Stein's Mediterranean Escapes series)
the hit ITV drama series The Durrells. neighbour, Albania Bl All excursions, entrance fees, transfers and
FULLY ESCORTED PRICE INCLUDES Ml Stay five nights (on a B&B basis) at the English-speaking quides

¥
Lée Durrell

Ml Discover filming locations from the TV series, luxurious five-star Corfu Palace or the H Return flights from Heathrow to Corfu with
including Mouse Island and Lake Antiniotissa four-star Hotel Cavalieri in Corfu Town British Airways
H Two exclusive talks from Lee H Enjoy a guided walking tour of Corfu Town Hl Services of a Prestige Holiday tour leader

PLUS: RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY COPY OF GERALD DURRELL'S MY FAMILY AND OTHER ANIMALS, SIGNED BY LEE DURRELL
To book this holiday, please call 01425 383 630

ON SONG WITH BOCELLI AND Tenor Joseph Calleja _ A LUXURY TOUR OF JAPAN
CALLEJA IN MAGNIFICENT MALTA P : - WITH GARDENERS' WORLD

Six days from £1,995pp PRESENTER ADAM FROST

Departing 21 August 2019 19 days from £6,375pp
Explore the very best of Malta and experience Departing 25 September 2019
world-renowned tenors Andrea Bocelli and Joseph All-inclusive, 14-day cruise around the Japanese

ICaIIerJ]a:c mtan.open-alrfconcert, afs weIICas”a.pr‘lv?’;e coastline on Silversea's Silver Muse — an all-suite
unch featuring a pertormance trom t.afieja in the ship with an unprecedented level of service.

company of Classic FM's David Mellor. FULLY ESCORTED PRICE INCLUDES

FULLY ESCORTED PRICE INCLUDES o . . .

B Top tickets to an open-air concert performance M Stop in eight fascinating ports including Busan
in South Korea, Osaka and Hiroshima

by Andrea Bocelli and Joseph Calleja B BEC Gard ' World's Adam Frost will ai
B Lunch and private performance for the group by ar 'eners orias Adam Frost will give
an exclusive talk and Q&A onboard, and

Joseph Calleja, hosted by David Mellor , o
W Scheduled flights between London and Malta accompany you to Kyoto's magnificent gardens
B Luxury suites include marble bathrooms,

M Five nights’ bed and breakfast at the
toiletries, a walk-in wardrobe and a butler

Grand Hotel Excelsior
M Eight onboard restaurants

B Two dinners and two lunches DR _
M Enjoy an onboard credit of $200 per suite

Bl All transfers and transport
B Return flights to Tokyo

M Evening harbour cruise in Valletta
B Services of an expert guide leader B Pre- and post-cruise one-night stay in Tokyo

. . - *Explore Kyoto’ s ' . .
To book this holiday, please gardens with N, To book this holiday, please

call 01722 626 339 eApert AGANRRGSt call 020 3993 2788

To book or request a brochure, call the numbers ~Andante—/ SSILVERSEA -
above or visit radiotimes.tripsmiths.com - | PRESTIGH

Holidays are organised by and subject to the booking conditions of, Prestige Holidays (Corfu), Silversea (Japan) and Andante (Malta) and are subject to availability. They are Abta-bonded and Atol protected. Per-person prices are based
on two people sharing. Single supplements apply.
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Films worth paying for...

A

What a tangled web they weave

I3 Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse % %% PG
From Mon Sky Store/Virgin Movies (also DVD, Blu-ray, 4K UHD and download)

ANIMATED ADVENTURE A twist on Spider-Man movies that focuses on Miles
Morales (voiced by Shameik Moore), a mixed-race teenager who is bitten by an
unusual-looking spider. As he develops his arachnid abilities, Miles meets spider
people from different dimensions, including a jaded Peter Parker (Jake Johnson).

There are some joyous moments, although characters like Spider-Gwen (Hailee
Steinfeld) and anime-inspired Peni Parker (Kimiko Glen) are a little underused as
they unite to stop the nefarious plans of the Kingpin (Liev Schrieber). But Nicolas
Cage gets laughs as Spider-Man Noir, a 1930s gumshoe take on the character.

The animation is gorgeous — as you would expect from an Oscar and Bafta
best animated feature winner — and there are plenty of in-jokes for fans. It might
not appeal to those who prefer serious-minded superhero movies. Crucially,
though, kids and Marvel fans will love it. Stephen Carty (US 2018, HD)

PICK OF THE REST ...OR A NIGHT AT THE CINEMA

Once upon a Time in Dragged across
London * % % Concrete k% 18

Sky Store/Virgin Movies Two cops (Mel Gibson, Vince Vaughn),

CRIME DRAMA Writer/director Simon suspended because of their methods, will
Rumley attempts to invoke the spirit 90 1 a7 IEmENS (19 L Seiie SE.
of mob films like Brighton Rock here,as  Greta Y % 15]
he charts the real-life rivalry between When a woman (Chloé Grace Moretz)
London kingpins Jack "Spot" Comer returns a lost handbag, she makes a
and Billy Hill. As several new friend in the owner (Isabelle
outfits muscle in on Huppert). But all is not as it seems.

their manors, it's tricky

to follow who's who, Head Full Of, Hongy L

but withsolid A man suffering with AI.zhelmer s

performances, (Nick Nolte) goes on a final road trip
with his granddaughter.

slick visuals and a

pastiche score Red Joan * %

that's catchily Judi Dench stars as a pensioner
arrested for treason who looks back

effective, he
almost succeeds. on her life in this fact-based drama.

DP (UK 2018, violence,
swearing, HD)

DVD OF THE WEEK

Mortal Engines * % % [ 22 April on DVD, Blu-ray, 4K UHD and download

For more reviews: radiotimes.com/film

This adaptation of Philip Reeve's bestseller charts the aftermath of
an apocalyptic war that has devastated the planet and left survivors
divided between fixed settlements and predatory cities mounted on
huge moving platforms. The feature debut from director Christian
Rivers (protégé of co-writer/co-producer Peter Jackson) is visually
stunning: Hugo Weaving's mobile London (@an unholy hybrid of St Paul's Cathedral
and Big Ben) chug-chugging across a Channel land bridge in its constant search
for food and fuel. The script and the performances are fine but it's the film's visuals
that will stay in the memory. The DVD includes a featurette. Dave Aldridge

RT Offer To order the DVD for £16.99, call 0844 848 7300 (charges apply), quoting ref
RT1718. Your contract for supply is with Simply Home Entertainment.
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RT GIN CLUB

EXCLUSIVE
READER
OFFER

Radidlimes

GIN

CLUB -

Your first
month's
selection

. » N i
- — e AT

ARTISAN GIN DELIVERED
DIRECT T0 YOUR DOOR

Three craft gins with recommended mixers and
tasting notes — only £30 with FREE delivery

Radio Times is pleased to partner with Little Gin Box to offer readers
a fabulous way to test out the nation’s favourite spirit!

For only £30 per box, on a monthly, bi-monthly or quarterly basis, you
will receive three 200ml bottles of new gins from around the country to
try. You will also receive three 200ml bottles of each distiller’'s suggested
mixer, plus a tasting notes booklet providing information on each gin
and details of how to create the perfect G&T.

Order today and we'll deliver to your door for FREE. Choose your
box frequency, and you can cancel your subscription at any time.

Sign up now and your first box will include:

B Steam Punk Gin, paired with Fever Tree Naturally Light Tonic Water

M Exeter Gin, paired with Fever Tree Indian Premium Tonic Water

M Bristol Dry Gin, paired with Fever Tree Indian Premium Tonic Water

H Tasting notes

B A £10 voucher redeemable against any full bottle of gin ordered
from your subscription box

To order please call 01752 601653
or visit radiotimes.com/ginclub

You or anybody you buy gin for must be 18 years or over. All goods are subject to availability. ltems

are offered at the price and quantity stated. UK only delivery (excluding Channel Islands and BFPO
addresses). Standard delivery takes five working days (delivery to offshore islands, NI, Scottish Highlands
and some other areas of Scotland may take longer). If your order is placed after the 21st of any month,
your first box will be dispatched on the st of the following month. Should any gin become unavailable, a
substitute of similar style and of equal or greater value will be supplied. Please see rtginclub.com for full
terms and conditions, and Privacy Policy and Cookie Policy. Little Gin
Box is wholly owned by Partners in Supply Ltd. Registered in England
and Wales. Registered Number 6628603.

RT BOOKSHOP

Gin: A Short History — an illustrated guide to the
history of Britain's favourite tipple. Use along with
your gin box to create some of the cocktails inside!

To order for £8.99 plus £1.50 p&p, please call
03302 232 639 or visit radiotimes.com/shop17

drinkaware.co.uk
for the facts
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Britain’s leading independent cruise line presents

i &

A CRUISES. MARITIME

Buy One Get One Free

Visiting 3 continents - 23 countries
and 30 ports of call!

Escape the winter and head south in search of
African adventures on this truly epic voyage visiting
Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania and Kenya. Sail
across the Indian Ocean calling at tropical island
paradises including Mauritius, the Seychelles,
Maldives and Sri Lanka.

By contrast, India will ignite your senses with its
ancient traditions, artistic heritage and astonishing
architecture. Then, discover famous historical sites
in Egypt and Jordan before transiting the Suez
Canal to the Holy Land and the Mediterranean
homeward bound.

The Elegant Marco Polo

With her traditional profile and beautiful teak decks
Marco Polo Is a truly classic ocean liner. She can
accommodate up to just 800 adult guests within a
warm and friendly atmosphere that reflects a truly
intmate cruise experience. Over many years, Marco
Poio has built a strong following on the British market
and has an enviable reputation for offering delicious
cuising, stylish entertainment and great value.

WINNER
Favourite Specialist
Cruise Ling

Half Price Singles
Limited availability

M GrandiAfrica 8ndian Ocean Voyage 2020

An epic voyage of discovery and adventure

Marco Polo departs Bristol Avonmouth

Escape the winter from
£77pp per night

Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania, Kenya, Seychelles,
Mauritius, Reunion, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Goa, India,
Egypt, Jordan, the Holy Land & the Mediterranean.

Bristol Avonmouth - Lisbon (Portugal) - Casablanca for Marrakech (Morocco)
- Mindelo (Cape Verde) - Jamestown (St Helena)l- - Walvis Bay (Namibia)
- Liideritz (Namibia)d- - Cape Town for overnight tour through South Africa’s
Garden Route (South Africa) - Mossel Bay (South Africall- - Port Elizabeth
(South Africa) - Durban {South Africa) - Richard’s Bay (South Africa) - Pointe des
Galets (Réunion) - Port Louis (Mauritius) - Mamoudzou (Comoros Islands)d -
Zanzibar (Tanzania) - Mombasa for overnight tour to Tsavo East Safari {overnight,
Kenya) - Victoria (Seychelles) - Praslin (Seychelles)t - Malé (Maldives)d
- Colombao (Sri Lanka) - Cochin for overland tour to Taf Mahal [’.‘ndilajf - Mormugoa
{ndia) - Mumbai (India) - Salalah (Omarn) - Safaga for Luxor (Egypt) - Agaba for
Petra (Jordan) - Transit Suez Canal - Ashdod for Jerusalem (Israel) - Valletta
{Malta) - Gibraltar - La Corufia for Santiago de Compostela (Spain) - Cobh for

Cork (Ireland) - Bristol Avonmouth.
Cruise Highlights

* South Africa - With no less than
five stops in South Africa, including
day stops in Cape Town, Mossel Bay,
Port Elizabeth, Durban and Richard's
Bay you wil sail almost 2/3 of
South Africa's coast.

* South Africa's Garden Route
- this stunning optional tour covers
over 125 miles of coastal roads which
is home to a range of vegetation
and wildlife nestled between the
Indian Ocean and the Outeniqua and
Tsitsikamma mountains.

* Mauritius - Be swept up into the
idyll of tropical island paradise with
the stunning Eureka plantation house
and Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam
Botanical Gardens.

* Tanzania - Discover the Spice
Island of Africa with a stop in Zanzibar,
home to nutmeg, cinnamon and black
pepper production.

*+ Mombasa - Why not take an
optional overnight trip to the Tsavo
East National Park, home to the
largest protected area in Kenya and
herds of dust-red elephants, rhino,
lions and hippo's.

+ Seychelles - Mahé and Praslin are
a nature lovers paradise boasting rare
and UNESCO heritage protected plant
species and unique animals aplenty.

* India - If you're not tempted by
an excursion to the Taj Mahal, take in
some of Cochin's fascinating cultural
legacy before wvisiting the intoxicating
city of Mumbal,

* Jordan - Visit the lost city of
Petra - estimated to date back to
6,000 B.C. - and Wadi Rum, where
TE. Lawrence found his destiny as
‘Lawrence of Arabia’,

© 0844 998 3881 www.cruiseandmaritime.com or see your ABTA Travel Agent

Offers subject to avallabilty and may be withdrawn without notice. Terms and conditions apply visit www.cruiseandmaritime.com. Prices are per person based on two adults sharing a
twin cabin. Gratuities at EBpp per night. Excludes visa costs. lland by launch or tender. AVoyager cabin guarantee (cabin allocated at ticketing stage). Highlights may be subject to pre-
registering specific shore excursions and are subject to operation and weather conditions. tCertain overland tours may change the scheduled itinerary. Calls cost 5p per minute plus
your telephone company's access charge. Operated by South Quay Travel & Leisure trading as Crulse & Maritime Voyages ABTA V8945, ATOL 4619, PO0S.

Monday 6th January 2020
78 nights from £5999pp

Book by
30th April 2019

Buy One Get One Free

Accommodation 1st 2nd Per

(based on 2 sharing) Adult Adult Person
12 Premium £23,659 FREE £11,829
11, Superior Plus £21,969 FREE = £10,985
8. Superior £20,279 FREE £10,139
8. Standard Plus £18,169 FREE £9085
Voyager® Outer £15,999 FREE £7999
4. Premium Inner £16,899 FREE £8449
3. Superior Inner £15,209 FREE £7605
2 Standard Plus Inner = £13,519 FREE £6759
Voyager® Inner £11,999 FREE £5999
Singles Full Fare Saver Fare You Save
10. Standard £32,949 £16479  £16,470
5. Standard Inner £25,349 £12,679 £12,670

All categories with ocean view unless stated.

What'’s Included

* Comfortable full board accommodation

* Dalicious full board cuisine

» Afternoon teas and late night snacks

= Stylish entertainment, cabarets and classics
* Self service tea & coffee from Bam to midnight
* Guest speakers and arts & crafts

* Wide range of leisure facilities and activities

« Excellent service from the attentive crew

* Porterage of luggage from port to cabin

* Port taxes

A British cruise experience with sterling being the
onboard currency.

“PABTA

ABTA No.V9945

48979



Television

DAVID BUTCHER

Edited by

.

Stop the (bad) press!

Why are TV journalists such a hopeless lot, asks David Butcher

M ALWAYS AMAZED at the shabby way

TV dramas portray journalists. As in,

they portray journalists as a shabby

bunch, but also, they’re usually way off

the mark. If I were as inaccurate writing
about TV dramas as they are about journalists
I'd be out of a job faster than you can say “The
press will have a field day!” (as fictional coppers
still do, regularly).

It’s a steady drumbeat of misrepresentation
wherever you look, though I realise this is a
niche concern. Nobody cares about how journal-
ists are portrayed because nobody cares greatly
about journalists — fair enough. I'm sure police
officers, doctors and lawyers feel caricatured by
TV dramas as well, but at least theyre usually
the good guys. Not us. Remember those pigs
wearing hats on Spitting Image?

A lot of the inaccuracy is at the doesn’t-ring-
true sort of level. In MotherFatherSon (Wednes-
day BBC2) for instance, we were expected to

¢Maybe il’s time to
stop taking an easy
pop at journalists’

believe that Caden (Billy Howle) edited a
national newspaper despite being an angsty
introvert with a pained conscience. That’s like
creating a TV detective who thinks the best of
people and doesn’t like asking questions because
it’s rude. At least the editor played by Ben
Chaplin in Press last year was a plausible person-
ality, even if a dozen other things were way off.

Recently, there’s been Ricky Gervais as Tony in
After Life (Netflix), working at an English local
newspaper so lavishly staffed it must have been
purchased recently by Jeff Bezos. At one point,
Tony’s editor says to him mildly: “Are you going
to do that story, by the way?” and that’s about as
stressful as it gets.

You might remember the newspaper reporter
played by Amy Adams in the HBO drama Sharp
Objects, who spent the whole series drunk and/
or sleeping in her car (she looked good, consid-
ering). At the other extreme, there’s F Murray
Abraham as a New York editor in Chimerica
(Wednesday Channel 4), who seems stranded in
the braces-wearing 1980s and delivers an angry
speech out of nowhere about how much he hates

| .

0 —
_ HARD PRESSED
DS’Lisa Armstrong (Morven Christie)
~at.thecentre of a media scrum
“during filming of ITV's The Bay

comment threads: “You think I enjoy using the
word multiplatform!” he rants.

Most laughably this week, also in
MotherFatherSon, there’s a scene where Max,
the newspaper proprietor played by Richard
Gere, lays out the front page of his eve-of-
election edition by himself on a draughtsman’s
desk, literally cutting and pasting the old-school
way because it’s a tradition he has — and not at
all because the scriptwriter decided that having
Gere crouched over a computer keyboard
wouldn’t look as cool.

But these are mostly niggles, large and small.
My main gripe is an aspect of the portrayal of
journalists that never goes away, one that writers
of crime dramas include religiously, as if it were
an ancient folk custom of theirs.

You’ll have watched the scene a dozen times:
the detective and either another cop or a relative
of the victim will be leaving the crime scene or
the police station when they’ll spot a group of
reporters gathered in an unruly scrum.

“Looks like that lot are here already,” one of
the cops will say bitterly, or “Who let that lot
through?” Then, as they run the gauntlet of the
press pack, reporters will crowd around, barking
questions and jostling, while flashguns fire with

a loud pop, as they last did in about 1947.

In a version of this scene I saw recently, the
reporters were described by our hero as “jackals”.
The contempt isn’t always that spelt out, but it is
always there in the tone: the press covering a
murder case are the lowest of the low, intrusive
parasites who pander to a ghoulish fascination
with - ah, hold on a tick...

exactly why we're all watching this crime

drama right now? We wouldn’t be nearly as
keen to watch Shoplifting, She Wrote or Affray
in Paradise or Midsomer Thefts of Agricultural
Machinery. Any writer of crime dramas is drawn
to them partly by the grisliness of murder. He or
she knows we, the public, are fascinated too, and
exploits that fascination for profit, whether
the case is imaginary or a true story - as it was
in the recent Martin Clunes drama Manhunt,
for example.

Fair enough, but for some reason, they portray
the crime reporters who serve the same public
fascination as scum. And that’s a bit rich. Maybe
it’s time to stop writing scenes along these lines
just to take an easy pop at journalists. But then,
why break the habit of a lifetime?

I SN’T A GHOULISH fascination with murder

RadioTimes 20-26 April 2019
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Discover TV

AN EASTER TREAT

Moominvalley
NowTV/Sky Box Sets

Tove Jansson's lovable creations,
a favourite on ITV in the 1980s, are
back to life in a brand-new animated
series, looking utterly fantastic and
" . é backed by a ludicrously starry voice
The Good quht " '__J,‘._;{ i ; y cast that includes Matt Berry, Bel
Amazon Prime ."‘%. .’ M U . e i Powley, Rosamund Pike, Jennifer
e Saunders, Kate Winslet and many
more. It's likely to captivate viewers
of all ages and, if that's you, the full
series will be available on demand
once Sky1 has premiered the
opening episode on Good Friday.

] SUPER-SMART DRAMA IR
y

Christine Baranski (centre) continues tomake her
character Diane Lockhart one of TV's most engaging
heroines, in a spin-off from The Good Wife that takes
the razor-sharp intelligence of its parent

show and refines it. More4 is currently

showing series three, but Amazon now

has the first two series. FURRY FRIENDS

Fraggle Rock

Amazon Prime
SEE THE SERIES

Traitors
All 4 (C4)

Sturdy, classy and pleasingly
somewhat old-fashioned, this
espionage saga stars Keeley Hawes
and the less familiar but also /
excellent Emma Appleton (right) in a /
tale of double-crossing double agents

plying their trade in febrile 1940s
London. Torn loyalties and shocking
violence create memorable drama.
Ep1 available until 24 April

"Dance your cares away, worries
for another day..." Remember
this? The mid-80s Muppets
offshoot is among a load of old

Jim Henson creations recently

added to Amazon Prime, along

with the likes of Pajanimals and

the humans-plus-puppets

anthology series The Storyteller,
introduced by John Hurt and
featuring a slightly hilarious number
of future British stars in the cast and
behind the camera.

I
T

by !ﬁ

VINTAGE MERCURIO ANOTHER CHANCE

iPlayer Back to Life Secret Agents
Jed Line of Duty Mercurio made iPlayer (BBC3) Netflix
his name in 2004 with this drama Daisy Haggard's mystery-dramedy A clever variation on the reality genre
based on his experiences as an has big laughs, caused by a woman in which members of the public apply
NHS doctor. Brutal, blackly funny called Miri moving back in with her to join an elite military unit: the
and powered by monstrous eccentric parents in a grey Kent selection process mirrors that of the
characters, in contrast to his coastal town after 18 years away, one used to recruit agents who would
plot-driven later work, its graphic melded with intrigue and sadness be capable of surviving behind enemy
surgery scenes and even more over the reason for her absence - lines during the Second World War. So
disturbing portrayal of corruption she was in prison. As we learn Miri's as well as the participants exploring
and incompetence are no less story, the show balances character their mental and physical limitations,
shocking now than they were comedy, wistful yearning and there's a history lesson with every
15 years ago. Horribly gripping. a good shot of inky darkness. task. First shown on BBC2 last year.
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POLITICAL THRILLER

Chimerica
All 4 (C4)

A sprawling, murky thriller about an
American photojournalist, famous for
having snapped “Tank Man" during the
1989 uprising in Tiananmen Square. His
career’s on the slide, buffeted by the rise
of Trump and the death of old-school
reporting — but a tip-off about the
mysterious figure who made world
news 30 years ago might be a shot at
redemption. It's a curious concoction
with nuanced political points to make.
All eps available from 17 April

5~
FINE COMEDY &

Home
All 4 (C4)

WILL YOU SURVIVE?

You Vs Wild

Netflix

Following on from the groundbreaking
Black Mirror one-off Bandersnatch,
here's another less sophisticated but
still diverting attempt at interactive TV.
You're on a survival mission with Bear
Grylls, making his decisions for him,
with what happens next determined by
the option you take. Gather the family
and argue over the best way forward,
then try again when it goes wrong: it's
a bit silly but you can lose yourself in

it for a good hour or two.
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It's been a golden year for TV comedy already — but don't overlook this
quietly excellent sitcom about a Surrey family who take in a Syrian refugee
by mistake. Sometimes overtly political but often subtly so, its pleas for
tolerance come couched in finely drawn human complexities. Rebekah

Staton and Youssef Kerkour star.

YOUR NEXT BINGE

In sport, the
losers have the
best stories

en it comes down to
it, isn't failure so much
more compelling as

a subject than victory? Tales of
sporting heroes who fought their
way to the top are boring and
overdone; it's far more interesting
to turn the spotlight on the many
people who have suffered the
agony of defeat, which — let's face
it —is all of us at some point in our
lives. Failure sure is relatable.

And so Netflix's superb
documentary series Losers tells
eight half-hour stories of sport’s
so-called “losers”, turning the
camera on the people involved
so they can tell their stories with
the aid of interviews and archive
footage and some brilliant
animation.

You absolutely do not have to
be a sports fan to appreciate the
human drama of French golfer
Jean van de Velde's catastrophic
loss at the 1999 Open
Championship, as he snatched
defeat from the jaws of victory —
the defining moment of his career

descending into farce as the whole
world watched. Another episode
introduces us to unhappy boxing
world champion Michael Bentt, who
came back from a knockout loss
and a worrying brain injury by
completely changing the direction
of his life.

Even Torquay United gets its
time in the limelight: we see the
lower-league football team's
tragicomic 1986/87 relegation
battle play out, with the help of
an overenthusiastic police dog.

Thankfully, Losers gives us
no cheesy lessons about how
"defeat makes you stronger”
or any of that. It does not tell the
viewer what “moral” they should
take from each story. Instead, this
gem of a documentary series is a
quiet exploration of how we — as
individuals and as a society —
handle failure. Defiance, frustration,
acceptance, determination,
humour... they're all there.
ELEANOR BLEY GRIFFITHS

Netflix

DOCTOR DIGITAL

Escape from online subs

Sony, Microsoft and

Nintendo are being

investigated by the
.~ Competition and
“ . Markets Authority
11 over “roll-over”
contracts, which renew
automatically. This raises the
issue of how you escape from
online subscriptions.

For any email newsletter

or advert, you should find an
"unsubscribe” button at the end
(or next to the sender’s address
in Gmail), but things get more
complex when money is involved.
Xbox Live can be cancelled
online (account.microsoft.com/
services), Playstation Network
is found under Account
Management in the console’s

settings, while Nintendo Online can
be cancelled in the Switch eShop.
All subscriptions bought through
iTunes can be found by clicking
your Apple ID at the top of your iOS
settings; in the Google Play Store,
click on Subscriptions. Check the
usage log on an iPhone (Settings >
Screen Time) to see which apps you
rarely use and could economise on.
A standard trick is to offer a
free trial in the hope you'll forget to
cancel. Whenever Doc Dig receives
a confirmation email at the start
of a trial, he uses Boomerang
(boomeranggmail.com) to
schedule it to float back to the top
of his Gmail inbox just before the
trial ends. Or do it the old-fashioned
way: set a reminder on your
smartphone. JONATHAN HOLMES

3 Your guide to TV on demand DiscoverTV by RadioTimes on iPad, iPhone & Android 51
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g~ Nicholas Rowe plays
Oscar Wilde and (below)
the writer in 1889

The Importance of Being Oscar soopm ssc2

DRAMA DOCUMENTARY One of many interesting sidelines in this account
of Oscar Wilde's career is the tale of a fateful dinner in August 1889. An
American magazine bigwig took Wilde and Arthur Conan Doyle for a meal
at Langham’s Hotel and commissioned Conan Doyle to write a second
Sherlock Holmes story and Wilde to write his only novel, The Picture of
Dorian Gray.Not a bad night's work for any publisher.

The feature-length drama-doc is generous with such details and anecdotes

— probably not new to serious Wilde buffs but with a gloss of insights from
top contributors including Stephen Fry, Dominic Dromgoole and biographer
Jerusha McCormack, the latter arguing that Wilde mounted "“an extravagant
Celtic campaign against Anglo-Saxon stupidity”.

The meat of the programme is dramatised extracts from the plays. Some
feelunderpowered but some, like a scene from A Woman of No Importance
with Claire Skinner and Ed Stoppard, are excellent. DAVID BUTCHER

MANY FACES

Snooker: World
Championship

1.15pm BBC1,10.00am, 4.30pm
BBC2, from10.00am Eurosport 1
SPORT TV, red button, iPlayer,
Eurosport: canny snooker followers
canline the next two weeks with
green baize action. BBC2 will be
the main destination, with coverage
led by Hazel Irvine from 10am until
6pm for most of the opening week.
Fans can also watch uninterrupted
live streams of both tables at
Sheffield's Crucible onthe
BBC Sport website.

Last year's surprise winner
Mark Williams will be one of the first
to play this Saturday, with second
seed and tournament favourite
Ronnie O'Sullivan placed at the
other end of the draw. JAMES GILL
Sport: page 33

European Rugby
Champions Cup

2.15pm BT Sport 2

Saracens v Munster Two two-time
champions collide in the first of this
weekend's Champions Cup rugby
semi-finals (kick-off 3pm). Saracens
reached their sixth European
semi-final in seven years with a
crushing 56-27 win over Glasgow.
Munster smothered Scottishrivals
Edinburgh in the quarter-finals, but
injury to their fly-half Joey Carbery
in that game makes him unlikely to
be fit this afternoon. The two sides
last met at this stage in 2017, with
Saracens emerging the victors on
the way to their second European
crown. Tomorrow, both BT Sport
and Channel 4 will have live
coverage of the other semi-final,
Leinster v Toulouse (k/o 3.15pm). JG

Easter from King's
5.35pm BBC2

RELIGION Over the years the name
of King's College, Cambridge, has
become inextricably entwined

with the celebration of Christmas.
However, the 21st century has seen
the inception and growth of a festival
of services, concerts and talks for
Holy Week.

The college’s world-famous choir,
under Stephen Cleobury, sing choral
music including Lotti's Crucifixus and
Handel's Hallelujah chorus. Mezzo
Jennifer Johnston joins the choir for
aglorious performance of the Easter
Hymn from Cavalleria Rusticana.

The story of Jesus's death and
resurrectionis taken fromthe
Gospel of Matthew and is reflected
uponin poems by Ruth Etchells
and ee cummings. JANE RACKHAM

Casualty
8.20pm BBC1

DRAMA What's the best way to tame
ajack-the-lad TV doctor? Answer:
have him become emotionally
invested in the welfare of a sick
youngster. The best example will
always be George Clooney with the
kidin the stormdrainon ER, but
Will's efforts to aid adying teen
tonight do have an emotional pull of
their own. And by “emotional pull”,

I mean that | was sobbing into my
journalist’s notepad by the end.

OK, so Willdoesn't attempt any
alpha-male heroics, but it's all rather
moving and actor Jack Nolan is
shaping up to be a welcome addition
to the cast. The only troubling aspect
is that I've now reached the stage
where I'm crying at Casualty. How
has this happened? DAVID BROWN
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WILDE ON SCREEN

H As Nicholas Rowe takes onthe role
of Oscar Wilde (see left), he follows in
the footsteps of Stephen Fry (right,
with Jennifer Ehle) who starredinthe
eponymous 1997 film, and Michael
Gambon, who portrayed the playwright
ina1985 BBC mini-series.

B Wilde's work has been transferred
from page to screen multiple times. The
Importance of Being Earnest with Edith
Evans was released in1952, while Colin

H
H

e £

Firth and Judi Dench appeared in a version
directed by Oliver Parker in2002. An Ideal
Husband (1999) and A Good Woman :
(based on Lady Windermere's Fan,2004)
starred Cate Blanchett and Scarlett
Johanssonrespectively, while2009 saw
Ben Barnes appear in the film Dorian Gray. :
M Last yearit wasreportedthat USTV '
network The CW was developing a version
P of Dorian Gray, described as “a comedic :
# ey spinonthe classic story"”. FRANCES TAYLOR

Follow the Money
9.00pm, 10.00pm BBC4

DRAMA The first episode of the
Danish thriller series tonight is
particularly strong, as the
Copenhagen police squad closes
in on Nicky and his henchmen. Alf
treats his well-meaning colleague
Stine appallingly, and his ploy to
shake up the hash-smuggling gang
goes hideously awry.

There'sthe rare sight of Anna
being appreciated by her husband,
but that doesn’t last long, and once
she'srevealed her nefarious activities
to the ghastly chump, she asks Nicky
to get tough with him.

She also moves fast when there's
aninternal audit at her bank, which
might just catch her out. But Anna'’s
too calculating for that, surely?
PATRICK MULKERN

All Round to Mrs Brown's
9.10pm BBC1

CHAT SHOW Only one minute into
this episode, host Brendan O'Carroll
fluffs his lines, drops the f-word and
has to start over. It proves to be
something of an omen.

This week's guests are EastEnders
actor Jake Wood and Olympic boxer
Nicola Adams, neither of whom have
much to say, and any hopes of Jake's
mum injecting some laughter are
quickly dashed. Quizzed on her son by
Mrs Brown, she has little to contribute
about him. So much so that Agnes
flashes hera*“Do you remember
Jake? He's your son?" Credit to
O'Carroll for his persistence.

There's agame cameo from
Lorraine Kelly in a filmed skit, while
Westlife provide the music, but it's
an undeniably flabby episode. FT

The Jonathan Ross Show
9.20pmITV

CHAT SHOW She was recently
announced as the leader of an
all-female presenting teamon
Newsnight, but tonight Emily Maitlis
will be facing Ross's questions —

let's hope none of the answers she
supplies earn the same kind of weary
eye-roll sherecently gave Labour’s
Barry Gardiner.

Joining her will be Canadian model
Winnie Harlow and Kiefer Sutherland,
the later currently taking a break from
his duties as Commander in Chief on
political thriller Designated Survivor
(athird seasonis now onits way after
the show was revived by Netflix) with
atour of the UK playing his acoustic
country music. Maybe there will be
some tips from fellow guest and Voice
UK coach Olly Murs? DAVID BROWN

Britain's Got Talent
8.00pmITV

ENTERTAINMENT As an example
of how to kick off a variety series
like this, Britain’s Got Talent's series
opener was a masterclass. As well
as marking the on-screen reunion
of Ant McPartlin and Declan
Donnelly, it ticked all the boxes:
atoe-curlingly dangerous act, a
genuinely spine-chilling one, a cute
one involving children that made
David Walliams (and the rest of

the country) tear up, ateenage
knock-your-socks-off opera singer...
the list went on.

Yes, it's cleverly edited, the
juxtaposition of actsis very
shrewd and it takes audience
manipulation to extremes, but it
took us through the range of
emotions and then back again.

No wonder more than eight million
of us watched on the night.

There are never advance
previews available but hopefully
we'll get another golden buzzer
act that's as deserving and
heart-warming as that first one. Jr

DISCOVER TV

The best of streaming
and catch-up

Avicii: True Stories
from 10am BBC3

An intimate profile of Tim
Bergling, aka Avicii. Interviews
and copious behind-the-scenes
footage follow the Swede as he
moves rapidly from bedroom
musician to global chart-topper,
DJing to vast audiences and
collaborating with the likes of
Nile Rodgers. It was made a
year before Bergling's death,
aged 28; that knowledge lends
it a foreboding vibe, but the
bittersweetness of intense
fame is already there.

191 Aep.injes
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Kubo and the —
. Q
Two Strings =
12.30pm C4

A thoroughly mesmerising
animated movie, mixing CGlI
and stop-motion puppetry to
create a magical fantasy world
based on ancient Japan.

BEST LIVE SPORT

H World Snooker, day one 10am,
4.30pm BBC2/BBC red button;
1.15pm BBCT; 10am, 2.30pm,
6.30pm Euro1 Champion Mark
Williams. Sport: p33; Choice, p52.
M Premier League: Man City v
Tottenham 11.30am (k/012.30pm)
Sky Premier League/Main Event
H European Rugby Champions
Cup semi-final: Saracens v
Munster 2.15pm (k/o 3pm) BT
Sport 2 Choice, p52.

P FILM OF THE DAY
The Shallows

9.00pm C4

Blake Lively is literally out of
her depth in this Mexico-set
woman vs shark thriller.
See page 37

REX; GETTY
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DAYTIME

BBC1

6.00am Breakfast Naga Munchetty, Charlie Stayt. () (HD)

10.00 Saturday Kitchen Live Matt Tebbutt is

joined by chefs Tim Anderson and Olia Hercules,

plus special guest Gareth Malone. (s) (HD)

11.30 Mary Berry's Quick Cooking 6/6. Mary looks

at Heathrow's catering. shown last Monday BBC2 (S) (AD) (HD)

12 noon Football Focus With Dan Walker. (s) (HD)

1.00pm BBC News Weather (S) (HD)

1.15-4.30 LIVE World Snooker The afternoon
session on day one of the World Championship in
Sheffield. Continues on BBC2. See p52. (S) (HD)

Sport: page 33

OBBC RED BUTTON 2.30-5.30 Final Score

Jason Mohammad presents the latest football scores

BBC2

6.30am CBeebies Puss in Boots Featuring the

Northern Ballet. First shown on CBeebies (S) (AD) (HD)

7.15 Wild and Weird First shown on CBBC (S) (HD)

7.30 Absolute Genius with Dick and Dom

The work of Alan Turing. First shown on CBBC (S) (HD)

8.00 Top Class First shown on CBBC (S) (HD)

8.30 The Dog Ate My Homework With Suzi Ruffell

and Ben Shires. First shown on CBBC (S) (HD)

9.00 Deadly on a Mission: Pole to Pole A spider

that's as big as a dinner plate. First shown on CBBC (S) (AD) (HD)

9.30 Nature's Microworlds Australia's outback. () (s)

10.00 LIVE World Snooker Day one of the World
Championship. Coverage from a choice of tables on
the red button and at bbc.co.uk/sport. Coverage

also continues on BBC1 from 1.15pm. See p52. (S) (HD)

12 noon Homes under the Hammer Properties

include a house in Burton-upon-Trent. (r) (S) (HD)

12.55pm Pilgrimage: the Road to Rome 3/3. The

pilgrims meet Pope Francis. Shown yesterday (S) (AD) (HD)

1.55 Albert Finney: Talking Pictures A retrospective

look at TV appearances by the actor. (r) (s) (HD)

2.25-4.30 Murder on the Orient Express * %%

Murder mystery based on the novel by Agatha

Christie, starring Albert Finney and Lauren Bacall.
Director Sidney Lumet (1974, PG) (S) (W) (HD)

ITV
6.00am CITV See page 59 8.25 ITV News (S) (HD)
8.30 New series. The Sara Cox Show Weekend
chat show. First guests include Callum Woodhouse,
Milo Parker, Chris Ramsey and John Newman. (S) (HD)
Sara Cox's view from the sofa: page 162
9.25 James Martin's Saturday Morning With
guests Bananarama and chef Tony Tobin. (S) (HD)
11.35 John and Lisa’s Weekend Kitchen One-pan
spicy roast lamb and pear tarte tatin. shown last Sun (S) (HD)
12.40pm ITV News Weather; Regional Weather (S) (HD)
12.55 Save Money: Lose Weight Lisa Riley's “honesty
diet” is road-tested. shown last Tuesday (S) (AD) (HD)
1.25-4.00 The Spy Who Loved Me * %%
James Bond adventure starring Roger Moore
and Barbara Bach. Bond sets out to thwart an evil

shipping magnate who is capturing nuclear submarines.
Director Lewis Gilbert (1977, PG) (S) (AD) (W) (HD)
Moonraker is tomorrow 3.15pm

Channel 4

6.00am Everybody Loves Raymond (r) (5)
6.55 Frasier Three episodes of the sitcom. R) s)
8.10 The Big Bang Theory Triple bill. (R) () (AD) (HD)
9.30 New series. Women's Football World Goals from
Europe’s top leagues, presented by Clare Balding. (s)
10.00 Four in a Bed Visiting establishments in north
Wales, Lincolnshire, Devon and Gloucestershire. (r) (S) (HD)
12.30pm Kubo and the Two Strings
m Animated fantasy with the voices of Charlize Theron,
Matthew McConaughey and Art Parkinson. In
ancient Japan, orphan Kubo joins forces with a monkey
and a beetle to locate a magical suit of Samurai armour
that will help him thwart an evil spirit. Andrew Collins
My Movies: page 35. Director Travis Knight (2016, PG) (S) (W) (HD)
2.30 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun Louie Spence
and his husband look for a property in Almeria. R) (S) (HD)
3.30-4.30 Sun, Sea and Brides to Be A missing
veil provides a challenge for planner Jo. (S) (HD)

BBC1

Casualty 8.20pm
Will jeopardises
his own career
prospects to help
fulfill a dying
patient's wish

4.30pm Final Score
Jason Mohammad presents the football results. (s) (HD)

5.30 Kung Fu Panda: Secrets of the Masters
Spin-off animation with the voices of Jack Black and
Angelina Jolie. Po and the Furious Five uncover the

legend of three kung fu heroes. First shown on CBBC (S) (HD)

5.50 Impossible Celebrities

5/6 Series 2. Former Pussycat Doll Kimberly Wyatt
and Happy Mondays frontman Shaun Ryder are
among the 18 famous faces hoping to avoid the

impossible answers. Hosted by Rick Edwards.
Executive producers Lynn Sutcliffe and Hugh Rycroft (S) (HD)

6.40 BBC News Regional News; Weather (s) (HD)

7.00 Catchpoint
4/6. Paddy McGuinness hosts the game show in
which two teams of two compete to win a £10,000

jackpot by answering questions and catching balls.
Director Richard Valentine; Executive producers Zoé Tait and
Glenn Hugill (S) (HD)

7.30 Pointless Celebrities

In a1980s edition, Bob Champion, Jo Durie, Samantha
Fox, Duncan Norvelle, John Kettley, Lizzie Webb,
Carol Decker of T'Pau and Dennis Seaton of Musical
Youth aim for zero. With Alexander Armstrong. () (HD)

8.20 Casualty
Gem helps Rash stand up to his mother and
follow his dream of travelling the world, while a
seemingly cocky Will ends up missing his job
interview with Connie to help a patient. See p52.

Will Noble Jack Nolan Robyn Miller Amanda Henderson
Rashid Masum Neet Mohan Jan Jenning Di Botcher
Archie Hudson Genesis Lynea  Toby Williams Harry Gilby
Connie Beauchamp ~ Amanda Mealing  Jackie Williams Kirsty Bushell
Charlie Fairhead Derek Thompson Mina Bartram Zora Bishop
Gem Dean Rebecca Ryan MadiaMasum Buckso Dhillon-Woolley
Lisa "Duffy” Duffin Cathy Shipton Shona Collins Gabrielle Creevy
David Hide Jason Durr  Judge Marcus Kingscote

Elle Gardner Jaye Griffiths Dewi Rhys Williams
Dylan Keogh William Beck  Cassie Weare Ellie Bindman
Jade Lovall Gabriella Leon

Writers Avril E Russell and Mark Catley; Producer Ciara Mcllvenny
Director Dafydd Palfrey (S) (AD) (HD)

9.10 All Round to Mrs Brown's

m5/6 Series 3. Joining Agnes for light-hearted
chat are EastEnder Jake Wood — and his mum

- and Olympic boxing champion Nicola Adams.

Daytime TV queen Lorraine Kelly checks into

Dermot and Buster’s new hotel venture and Westlife

take to the stage in Foley's. See page 53.

Director John L Spencer; Series producers Toby Brack and
Fiona Gibney (S) (HD)

10.05 BBC News Weather () (+D)
Followed by National Lottery Update (s)

10.25 Match of the Day

Highlights including Manchester City v Tottenham
Hotspur and Wolverhampton Wanderers v Brighton &
Hove Albion. With Gary Lineker. Rptd tomorrow 7.45am (S) (HD)

11.45 Britain's Youngest Football Boss
4/10. Jack tries to drum up support for the team

ahead of a daunting clash with champions Chelsea.
Director Alana McVerry; Executive producers Charlie Russell and
Dov Freedman (S) (AD) (HD)

Available online at bbc.co.uk/bbcthree and iPlayer since January

12.05am Papadopoulos & Sons %% Comedy drama
starring Stephen Dillane. After Greek entrepreneur
Harry Papadopoulos is ruined in the banking crisis,

he is forced to approach estranged brother Spiros, who has

been running the family-owned chip shop in London.

Director Marcus Markou (2012, 15) (S) (AD) (W) (HD)

1.50 Weather for the Week Ahead (S) (HD)

1.55-6.00am BBC News (S) (HD)

BBC1 Freeview 1 Freesat 101 Sky 101 Virgin 101
[HD)| Freeview101 Freesat106 Sky 115 Virgin108

SATURDAY Main Channels

BBC2

The Importance
of Being Oscar
9.00pm The story
of the rise and fall
of the Victorian
iconoclast

d

4.30pm World Snooker
Further live coverage of the World Championship,
as 2010 champion Neil Robertson continues his
bid to reach the second round. See page 52.
Coverage from a choice of tables on the red button

and at bbc.co.uk/sport continues until 1lpm.
Director Steve Docherty; Exec producers Carl Hicks, Alison Witkover (S) (HD)

Sport: page 33

5.35 Easter from King's

Music and Gospel readings for Holy Week and

Easter at the Chapel of King's College,
Cambridge, with performances by the King's College
Choir, directed by Stephen Cleobury. The story of
Jesus's death and resurrection is taken from the
Gospel of Matthew and is reflected upon in poems
by Ruth Etchells and ee cummings. See page 52.

Director Pamela Hossick; Producer James Whitbourn (S) (HD)

6.50 Alice in Wonderland *%
Fantasy adventure based on the books by Lewis
Carroll. At a garden party to celebrate her
engagement, the now teenage Alice spots a white
rabbit and follows the creature down a hole that
leads to a strangely familiar world. Review page 37.

Alice Kingsleigh Mia Wasikowska
Mad Hatter Johnny Depp
White Rabbit Michael Sheen (voice only)
White Queen Anne Hathaway

Red Queen Helena Bonham Carter
Absolem, the Blue Caterpillar
Alan Rickman (voice only)

Cheshire Cat ~ Stephen Fry (voice only)

Director Tim Burton (2010, PG) (S) (AD) (W) (HD)

8.30 Dad's Army

Don't Forget the Diver. Corporal Jones disguises
himself as a log and floats downstream to attack the

Eastgate platoon's headquarters during manoeuvres.
Director Harold Snoad; Producer David Croft (R) (S)

Dad’'s Army at 50! book offer: see page 45

9.00 The Importance of Being Oscar

A portrait of the celebrated 19th-century Irish

playwright and poet, from his glittering and
sometimes controversial career, to his criminal
conviction for homosexuality and death at the age of
46. A star-studded cast performs scenes from his
work, including the play The Importance of Being
Earnest and the novel The Picture of Dorian Gray,
while enthusiast Stephen Fry and Oscar Wilde's
grandson Merlin Holland discuss how the writer’s
life informed his work. See page 52.

Lady Bracknell Anna Chancellor
Virginia/Hester Worsley/Cecily/Lady
Windermere Anna Devlin
Canterville Ghost/Basil Hallward
James Fleet
Jokannen/Dorian Gray/Lord Goring
Freddie Fox

Oscar Wilde Nicholas Rowe

Young Oscar/Vivian/Bunthorne/Jack Worthing/
Lord Windermere ~ Ben Lloyd Hughes
Salome/Mrs Allonby/Gwendolyn/Lady
Chiltern Alice Orr-Ewing
Herodias/Mrs Arbuthnot/Mrs Erlynne

Claire Skinner
Herod/Cyril/Lord llingworth/Algernon/Robert
Chiltern/Darlington/Wotton  Ed Stoppard

Director Richard Curson Smith; Exec producer Franny Moyle (S) (AD) (HD)

10.25 The Importance of Being Earnest
E*** Period comedy drama based on Oscar
Wilde's play. Landowner Jack Worthing has

invented a younger brother called “Ernest” so he can
visit his friend Algernon and live the high life in London.
Algernon, meanwhile, his curiosity roused by Jack's
stories about his ward, Cecily, sets off for Shropshire
as “Ernest” to meet the young lady. Review page 37.

Algernon "Algy" Moncrieff Rupert Everett
Jack Worthing/“Ernest”  Collin Firth
Gwendolen Fairfax  Frances 0'Connor
Cecily Cardew Reese Witherspoon

Lady Bracknell Judi Dench
Dr Chasuble Tom Wilkinson
Miss Prism Anna Massey
Lane Edward Fox

Director Oliver Parker (2002, U) (S) (AD) (W) (HD)

11.55 World Snooker

This evening's first-round matches on day one. (s) (HD)

12.45am World Snooker Extra Extended highlights. (S) (HD)
2.45-3.35am Pose 5/8. Elektra prepares to undergo
gender reassignment surgery. Shown last Thursday (S) (AD) (HD)
BBC2 Freeview 2 Freesat 102 Sky 102 Virgin 102

HD | Network Freeview102 Freesat102 Sky 102 Virgin102




The Jonathan
Ross Show
9.20pm Kiefer
Sutherland talks
about his career
and new album

4.00pm Tipping Point
Game show presented by Ben Shephard, in
which contestants answer questions to win

turns on an arcade-style machine.
Director Richard van't Riet; Series producer Sara Doyle (R) (S) (HD)

5.00 The Chase

Bradley Walsh presents as four contestants
work as a team to take on ruthless quiz genius
the Chaser in pursuit of a cash prize. (R) (S) (HD)

6.00 ITV News Weather (s) (HD)
6.15 Regional News Weather (s) (HD)

6.30 Ninja Warrior UK

2/8. Competitors from across the UK test their
strength, speed and courage in the obstacle
course challenge. They're joined by weatherman
Alex Beresford and former England rugby union
international Maggie Alphonsi. Hosted by Ben

Shephard, Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara.
Series director Paul Kirrage; Executive producers Michael Kelpie,
Martin Scott and Simon Marsh (S) (AD) (HD)

7.30 In for a Penny

2/7. Stephen Mulhern arrives in Norwich, where
he gives passers-by the opportunity to play for
£1,000 in an offbeat game show that takes place

in the street with the aid of portable props.
Series producer Oliver Herington; Executive producers Pete
Ogden and Tim Dean Repeated tomorrow 2.45pm (S) (AD) (HD)

8.00 Britain's Got Talent

3/14. Ant and Dec present and Simon Cowell,

Amanda Holden, Alesha Dixon and David
Walliams pass judgement as an assortment of
acts display their talents, hoping to win the grand
prize of £250,000 and the opportunity to appear
at the Royal Variety Performance. All the judges,
as well as Ant and Dec, have the option to send
one contestant straight through to the live
semi-finals as their Golden Buzzer act. Britain’s
Got More Talent follows on ITV2. See page 53.

Series producer Charlie Irwin; Executive producers Amelia
Brown and Lee McNicholas Repeated tomorrow 12.30pm ITV
and 3.20pm ITV2 (S) (HD)

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show
Eﬂs/m. Joining Jonathan in the studio are
Designated Survivor star Kiefer Sutherland,
supermodel Winnie Harlow and Newsnight
presenter Emily Maitlis. Chart-topper Olly Murs

brings music to the mix. See page 53.
Series producer Tom Barrett; Executive producer Bea Ballard
Repeated Thursday 11.10pm (S) (HD)

10.20 ITV News
Weather; Regional Weather () (HD)

10.35 The Fast and the Furious * %%
Action thriller. When illegal street racer
Dominic Toretto is suspected of being the

mastermind behind a series of truck hijacks,

undercover police officer Brian O'Conner is sent
to infiltrate his gang. But O'Conner’s judgement
becomes clouded when he falls in love with

Toretto’s sister, Mia. Review page 37.

Brian Earl Spilner/ Johnny Tran Rick Yune
Officer Brian 0'Conner ~ Paul Walker Jesse Chad Lindberg
Dominic Toretto Vin Diesel Leon Johnny Strong
Letty Michelle Rodriguez Sergeant Tanner Ted Levine
Mia Toretto Jordana Brewster Vince Matt Schulze

Director Rob Cohen (2001, 15) (S) (AD) (W) (HD)

12.30am Jackpot247 Interactive gaming. (HD)

3.00 Keep It in the Family X Factor stars Alexandra
Burke, Joe McElderry, Stacey Solomon, Rylan Clark-Neal,
Ruth Lorenzo and Jedward take part. (R) (S) (HD)
3.50-6.00am Nightscreen Text information. (HD)

ITV Freeview 3 Freesat103 Sky 103 Virgin 103
+1F'view33 F'sat 112 Sky 203 Virgin 114 HID |F'view103 F'sat i1 Sky 103 Virgin 113

The Shallows
9.00pm Can Nancy
(Blake Lively)
swim her way out
of trouble when a
shark attacks?

Channel 4

4.30pm George Clarke's Old House,
New Home

3/4 Series 2. The architect meets a rather
particular couple who've found their dream home
- but don't like kitchens. Can he come up with a

design for a kitchen that doesn't look like one?
Series producer Tom Whitter; Executive producers Rebecca
Mulraine and Tania Fallon (R) (S) (AD) (HD)

5.35 Kirstie and Phil's Love It or List It
3/8 Series 4. Catherine and Nigel are at odds
over their 1970s bungalow in Larne, Antrim.
Nigel is content with its rural location, while
Catherine struggles with its remoteness. Luckily,

Kirstie and Phil are on hand to solve the dilemma.
Series producer Jonny Wharton
Executive producers Andrew Jackson and Jo Scott (R) (S) (AD) (HD)

6.30 Channel 4 News Sport; Weather (s) (HD)

7.00 Mission Ignition

4/4. A group of mates from an auto-parts store
and a bunch of friends from the maritime industry
rebuild two luxury legends, a Rolls Royce and a
Daimler. Who will get to take their finished
project home? Plus tips from Sam Collins on

how to bag your own luxury vehicle.

Producer Ed Hall; Executive producer Nathan Eastwood
Rptd tomorrow 6pm 4seven and Monday 1.05am C4 (S) (AD) (HD)

8.00 Great Canal Journeys

6/6 Series 9. Timothy West and Prunella Scales
explore one of the greatest achievements of
British canal engineering, the 125-mile Rideau
canal in Canada. As they travel along its
wending course from Lake Ontario through the
backwoods of Ontario to the capital Ottawa,
they take in Fort Henry and a lakeside resort

before navigating the famous Ottawa locks.
Series director Mike Taylor; Executive producers Daniela
Neumann and Mike Taylor (R) (S) (AD) (HD)

9.00 The Shallows %%
Thriller. An emotional journey to her late
mother’s favourite beach turns into a
nightmare for a young woman when she becomes
stranded on a rocky outcrop after being
attacked by a great white shark that isn't going
to give up on its prey. Film of the Day: page 37.

Nancy Blake Lively Mom Janelle Bailey
Father Brett Cullen Young Nancy Ava Dean
Carlos Oscar Jaenada Young Mom Chelsea Moody
Chloe Sedona Legge Seagull Sully “*Steven" Seagall

Director Jaume Collet-Serra (2016, 15) (S) (AD) (W) (HD)
Also showing Thursday 9pm 4seven

10.40 Ted 2 % %%

Comedy sequel. Ted challenges a court
ruling that declares he is not allowed to
father a baby with his partner Tami-Lynn. Offering
a mixture of hindrance and help are Ted's buddy

John and lawyer Samantha.

John Bennett Mark Wahlberg Patrick Meighan ~ Morgan Freeman
Ted  Seth MacFarlane (voice only) Sam Jones Sam J Jones
Samantha Amanda Seyfried Guy Patrick Warburton
Tami-Lynn Jessica Barth Rick Michael Dorn

Donny Giovanni Ribisi Tom Jessup John Carroll Lynch
Director Seth MacFarlane (2015, 15) (S) (AD) (W) (HD)

12.45am Dumb and Dumber To * Comedy sequel
starring Jim Carrey and Jeff Daniels. The
dastardly duo hit the road to track down Harry's
estranged daughter — and a kidney.
Directors Bobby Farrelly and Peter Farrelly (2014, 15) (S) (W) (HD)
2.30 Hollyoaks Omnibus. Juliet prepares to confess.
Cast Tue/Fri Repeated tomorrow 315am E4 (S) (SL) (AD) (HD)
4.40 All Star Driving School With Kimberly Wyatt, Francis
Boulle and Claudia Fragapane. First shown on E4 (R) (S) (HD)
5.05-6.00am The £100k Drop Brothers from
Rochdale and a couple from Caerphilly play. (R) (S) (HD)

Channel 4 Freeview 4 Freesat104 Sky 104 Virgin 104
+1 F'view13 F'sat 121 Sky 204 Virgin 142| HID |F'view104 Sky 138 Virgin 141
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BBC4

Follow the
Money 9.00pm
Alf makes some
snap decisions
that have fatal
conseqguences

7.00pm All about The Good Life
In 1975 a new sitcom burst onto our
TV screens, introducing viewers to the
self-sufficient world of Tom and
Barbara Good, and their more
materialistic but good-hearted
neighbours Jerry and Margo
Leadbetter. This documentary reveals

all about the making of the show.
Producer Alex Briscoe
Executive producer Karen Steyn (R) (S)

8.00 Hotel Armadillo

The giant armadillo is so elusive that
few have ever seen it wild in the
Brazilian wetlands region known as
the Pantanal. In this Natural World
documentary, David Attenborough
reveals how the burrows the
armadillos dig create homes for
hundreds of other animals. Until
recently virtually nothing was known
of this species, but Dr Arnaud Desbiez,
the founder of the Giant Armadillo
Project, has changed all that.

Producer Justin Purefoy; Executive producer Nigel
Pope Repeated 2.30am (R) (S) (HD)

RT TRAVEL Discover Brazil on one of our
incredible South American tours. Visit radiotimes.
com/brazil for more information

9.00 Follow the Money

RT 5/10 Series 3. After a violent
confrontation at home, Anna asks

Nicky for help. Meanwhile, Alf starts

monitoring Nicky's apartment.

10.00 6/10. Alf confronts Nicky and

starts a series of raids in an attempt to

find evidence against him and Marco.

Danish +subtitles. See p53. (S) (HD)

Nicky Rasmussen Esben Smed
Alf Ryberg Thomas Hwan
Anna Berg Hansen Maria Rich
Stine Marijana Jankovic
Moller Esben Dalgaard Andersen
Bjorn Carsten Kressner
Jaewer Hadi Ka-Koush
Kim Storm Olaf Johannessen
Nete Mia Jexen
Lala Dulfi Al-Jabouri

11.00 Top of the Pops 1987
Janice Long and Steve Wright present
the hits from 20 August, featuring
Wax, Five Star, Sherrick, Bon Jovi,
Prince and Sheena Easton, the Smiths,
the Pet Shop Boys and Dusty
Springfield, Sinitta and Spagna.

Shown yesterday (S)

11.30 Blackadder Il

1/6 Series 2. Edmund takes in a young
lad as his manservant.

12 midnight 2/6. Edmund is
appointed lord high executioner.
12.30am 3/6. Blackadder decides to
navigate the Cape of Good Hope.
1.00 4/6. Edmund receives a visit
from the Bishop of Bath and Wells.
1.30 5/6. Lord Melchett challenges
Edmund to a drinking contest.

2.00 6/6. Edmund and Melchett

are embarrassingly kidnapped by a
German master of disquise. ) (S)
2.30-3.30am Hotel Armadillo

Shown 8pm (S) (HD)

BBC4 Freeview 9 Freesat 173 Sky 116 Virgin 107
[HID| Freeview 106 Freesat 107 Virgin 163

Regional
variations

BBC1
SCOTLAND

4.30-5.30pm
Sportscene Results:
with David Currie

BBC
SCOTLAND

As BBC2 until:
6.50pm Grand

Tours of Scotland
7.00 The Seven

715 Seven Days

8.00 Born to Be Wild:
the team takes care of
two white-tailed eagles
9.00 Scotland's Big
Night Out: lain Stirling
explores the history of
the Saturday night out
10.00 The Cry: the
police investigation
ramps up

11.00 Rip It Up
Unwrapped

11.30-12 midnight
Rewind 1990s

STV

12.30am Tenable
115-6.00 Nightscreen

BBC1 WALES

11.30am-12 noon
Sam and Shauna's Big
Cook Out: the duo
celebrate Cardiff's
Gujarati community

BBC2 WALES

6.50pm Coast: the
history of Harlech
Castle in Gwynedd
7.00 Mastermind: with
subjects Henry VI,
novelist Christopher
Isherwood, Britpop
and the Royal Navy

in the First World War
7.30 Great British
Menu: the Scottish
chefs cook their
menus again
8.00-9.00 Gardeners'
World: tips on getting
lawns and plants into
tip-top condition

BBC1
NORTHERN
IRELAND

4.30-5.30pm Final
Score: including at
5.00 Final Score from
Northern Ireland

BBC2
NORTHERN
IRELAND

2.25pm James May's
Cars of the People
3.25-4.30 BBC
Northern Ireland School
Choir of the Year

UTv

12.30-3.00am
Nightscreen

Channel 5

listings are overleaf

[ RT Choice # Family @ Red button (R) Repeat (S) Subtitles (SL) Signing (AD) Audio description (HD) High def FILMS I Premiere (W) Widescreen (BW) Black/white Outstanding %% %% Very good %% Worth watching %% Could be worse % Poor
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Telev

56

SATURDAY Freeview

Channel 5 B

Inside Windsor Castle: the Queen's
Favourite Home 7.00pm

Freeview 5 Freesat 105 Sky 105 Virgin 105

Freeview 105 Freesat 105 Virgin 150

6.00am Milkshake! See page 59

10.05 Rise of the Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles A newsreader is transformed

into a giant earthworm. (S) (HD)

10.15 Fame goes to Leo's head. (S) (HD)
10.30 Harry and the Hendersons * %
Comedy starring John Lithgow. While
camping, the Henderson family collide
with Bigfoot — and take him home.

Director William Dear (1987, PG) (S) (W) (HD)
12.30pm Friends Series 4. Ross and
Rachel decide to get back together.

1.00 Phoebe finds a stray cat.

1.30 Chandler has a fling with Rachel's boss.
2.00 Rachel and Monica face eviction. (S) (HD)
2.30 Willy Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory %% Fantasy based on the
classic children’s book by Roald Dahl,
starring Gene Wilder. Charlie Bucket
finds a golden ticket in a candy bar and wins
a tour of Willy Wonka's factory. Review p37.
Director Mel Stuart (1971, U) (S) (W) (HD)

4.35pm Inside Hotel Chocolat

at Easter

In the run up to Easter, a giant chocolate
iguana is made to go on display in the
company'’s flagship restaurant. (s) (HD)

6.05 The Yorkshire Vet at Easter
The staff of Skeldale Veterinary Centre
deal with a lamb born with five legs.
Peter goes on a wild peacock chase.
Directors/Producers David Terry, Laura Blair and
Michael Massey (S) (AD) (HD)

6.55 5 News (S) (HD)

7.00 Inside Windsor Castle: the
Queen's Favourite Home

2/2. Marking the centenary of the
House of Windsor in 2017, this episode
examines the history of the royal
residence from 1952 to 2016.

Directors/Producers Will Aspinall and Paul Nelson
(Revised rpt) (S) (HD)

9.00 New. The Royal Family:
Shame at the Palace

2/2. Documentary chronicling more
of the monarchy’s darkest moments,
examining the scandals that damaged
the royal family's reputation. (s) (HD)

10.30 A Royal Night Out x**%
Comedy drama. As the country
celebrates VE Day, princesses

Elizabeth and Margaret are allowed out

of the palace to join the fun. Review p37.

Princess Elizabeth Sarah Gadon
Princess Margaret Bel Powley
Jack Jack Reynor
King George Rupert Everett
Queen Elizabeth Emily Watson
Lieutenant Pryce Jack Laskey
Lieutenant Burridge Jack Gordon
Stan Roger Allam

Director Julian Jarrold (2015, 12) (S) (W) (HD)

12.20am Cruising with Jane McDonald 2/4
Shown yesterday (S) (HD) 1.10 Home Shopping (S)
(HD) 3.10 Wentworth Prison (S) (AD) (HD) 4.45
House Doctor (S) (SL) 5.10 Great Scientists (S)
(SL) 5.35=6.00am Wildlife SOS (S) (SL)

+1 Freeview 44 Freesat 128 Sky 205 Virgin 155
5 Select For listings see opposite page

BBCA4 listings are overleaf

The Lord of the Rings: The Return of
the King 5.25pm Aragorn and Arwen

F'view 6 F'sat 113 Sky 118 Virgin 115 | HD |Virgin 176

6.00am Totally Bonkers Guinness World
Records (S) (HD) 6.10 Emmerdale (S) (SL) (AD)
(HD) 9.00 Coronation Street (S) (AD) (HD)

12 noon Britain's Got More Talent (S) (HD)
1.05pm In for a Penny (S) (AD) (HD) 1.35
Ninja Warrior UK (S) (AD) (HD) 2.40 You've
Been Framed! Gold (S) 3.15 FILM What a
Girl Wants %> Comedy (S) (W) (HD)

5.25pm The Lord of the Rings:
The Return of the King

The Oscar-winning final part of Peter
Jackson's adaptation of JRR Tolkien's
fantasy adventure. The hobbit Frodo
continues his journey to destroy the ring
before the evil Lord Sauron can seize it.
He is accompanied deep into Mordor by
Gollum, who has a darker motive for
keeping the “precious” ring close.

Frodo Baggins Elijah Wood
Gandalf the White lan McKellen
Arwen Unddmiel Liv Tyler
Aragorn/Strider Viggo Mortensen
Sméagol/Gollum Andy Serkis

(2003, 12) (S) (AD) (W) (HD)

9.15 New. Britain's Got More Talent
Stephen Mulhern hosts the companion
show, going behind the scenes to uncover

all the latest news and gossip.
Rptd tomorrow 1.45pm ITV and 4.35pm ITV2 (S) (HD)

10.20 Celebrity Juice

Actor Will Mellor, presenter Saira Khan,
comedian Johnny Vegas and singer Bebe
Rexha join in the fun on the Easter special,

in which the team celebrates Will's birthday.
Shown last Thursday (S) (HD)

11.05 Family Guy

Series 5. Quagmire loses his job as a pilot
and has trouble finding employment. With
the guest voice of Hugh Hefner. (S) (AD) (HD)
11.35 Lois helps Peter at work when he
injures his hand in an accident. (S) (AD) (HD)

12.05am American Dad! (S) (AD) (HD)

1.05 CelebAbility (S) (HD) 1.50 Release the
Hounds (S) (HD) 2.50 Home Shopping
5.50-6.00am Nightscreen (HD)

ITV2+1 Freeview 27 Freesat 114 Sky 218 Virgin 116

ITV4

F'view 24 F'sat 117 Sky 120 Virgin 118 | HD | Virgin 178

6.00am Football's Greatest: Johan Cruyff (S)
(HD) 6.15 The Professionals (S) (SL) (AD) 7.15
The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes (S) (HD) 9.30
Racing: the Opening Show (S) (HD) 10.30
World of Sport: TV Firsts (S) (HD) 10.45 River
Monsters (S) (HD) 1115 Hornblower (S) (AD) (HD)

1.30pm LIVE ITV Racing: the 3.35 Queen's
Cup Stakes from Musselburgh, which follows
races at 1.50, 1.25 and 3.00. Plus starts at
2.05, 2.40 and 3.15 from Haydock Park (S)
(HD) 4.00 FILM Casino Royale %% % Spy
spoof starring David Niven (S) (AD) (W) (HD)
6.45pm World of Sport: Kings of the
Canvas British wrestling's heyday. (S) (HD)
6.55 River Monsters Jeremy Wade looks for
a mysterious creature in New Zealand. (S) (HD)
7.30 LIVE LaLiga Barcelona v Real Sociedad
From the Nou Camp (kick-off 7.45). (S) (HD)
9.50 FILM The Shawshank Redemption
Prison drama starring Tim Robbins
and Morgan Freeman. (S) (AD) (W) (HD)
12.45am World of Sport: Crazy Racing (S) (HD)
1.00 LIVE Boxing: Danny Garcia v Adrian
Granados (HD) 5.55=6.00am Nightscreen (HD)

ITV4 +1 Freesat 154 Sky 220 Virgin 175

Carry On Up the Khyber 3.40pm
The comedy crew get in hot water

F'view 10 F'sat 115 Sky 119 Virgin 117 | HD | Virgin 177

6.00am On the Buses (S) (SL) 6.30 FILM
Carry On Cowboy %% Comedy (S) (AD) (W)
(HD) 8.25 FILM Carry On Screaming %% %%
Comedy (S) (AD) (W) (HD) 10.20 FILM Carry
On Follow That Camel %% Comedy (S) (AD)
12.10pm FILM Carry On - Don't Lose Your
Head %% %% Comedy starring Sidney James
(S) (AD) (W) 1.55 FILM Carry On Up the Jungle
* %% Comedy with Frankie Howerd (S) (AD)
3.40 FILM Carry On Up the Khyber %% %%
Comedy with Sidney James (S) (AD) (W)

5.25pm Vera

4/4 Series 1. Little Lazarus. A woman is
brutally attacked and murdered. Her son
escapes and DI Vera Stanhope finds a
kindred spirit in the boy. (S) (AD) (HD)

DCI Vera Stanhope Brenda Blethyn
DS Joe Ashworth David Leon
DC Holly Liv Tyler
Billy Cartwright Wunmi Mosaku
Aidan Carmichael Paul Ritter

7.30 Midsomer Murders

Schooled in Murder. A dairy worker is
crushed to death by a giant round of
cheese at the home of the world-famous

Midsomer Blue. (S) (AD) (HD)

RT DVDs To order Midsomer Murders Series 20
on 2 DVDs for £29.99 incl p&p (RRP £39.99), call
0844 848 7300 or visit radiotimes.com/dvds17
quoting ref RT1719

9.20 New. The Comedy Years

2/4. Comedy milestones of 1984, including
The Young Ones and Alas Smith and
Jones. Narrated by Hugh Bonneville. (S) (HD)

10.20 Carry On For Ever

A look at the golden age of the franchise,
with Amanda Barrie revealing what life
was like on the set of Carry On Cleo. (s)

11.20 Vera

3/4 Series 4. The Deer Hunters

A poacher returns to the moors after a
15-year absence, and is then found dead
from a gunshot wound. (S) (AD) (HD)
1.25am Classic Emmerdale (S)
2.25-2.30am Nightscreen (HD)

+1 F'view 34 (9pm-midnight) F'sat 116 Sky 219 Virgin 174

ITVBe [2¢]

F'view 26 F'sat 118 Sky 131 Virgin 119 | HD \Virgin 179

6.00am Be Beautiful (S) (AD) (HD) 6.10
Manzo'd with Children (HD) 7.35 The
Millionaire Matchmaker (S) (HD) 8.35 Income
Property (S) (HD) 9.00 LittleBe

12 noon Be Beautiful (S) (AD) (HD) 12.15pm The
Real Housewives of Atlanta (S) (HD) 1.05 The
Real Housewives of Orange County (S) (HD) 2.00
The Only Way Is Essex (S) (HD) 3.00 The Real
Housewives of Cheshire (S) (HD) 4.05 Sam and
Billie Faiers: the Mummy Diaries (S) (AD) (HD)

5.05pm Dinner Date Chaand from London
looks for love on the culinary dating show.
6.10 Dulcie from Bristol looks for love.

7.15 With Julia from Gloucester.

8.15 Joe chooses three blind dates. (S) (HD)
9.20 FILM Bridget Jones: the Edge of
Reason %% Romantic comedy sequel
starring Renée Zellweger, Hugh Grant

and Colin Firth. (S) (AD) (W) (HD)

11.30 The Real Housewives of Atlanta
Cynthia gets back into dating and bags
herself a much younger beau. (S) (HD)
12.25am Income Property (S) (HD) 12.55
Shopping 4.00-4.25am Nightscreen (HD)

ITVBe +1 Freesat 119 Sky 231 Virgin 120

Father Brown 9.00pm The clergyman
looks into the deaths of two nuns

Freeview 20 Freesat 158 Sky 143 Virgin 130

7.20am Sherlock Holmes — The Case of the
Silk Stocking 945 Death in Paradise (S) (AD) (HD)

1.00pm Father Brown (S) (AD) (HD)

6.00pm The Brokenwood Mysteries
3/4 Series 4. The Scarecrow. Philip
Henderson is found dead following an
altercation with his neighbour Doug
Randall. Suspicion falls on the neighbour
and his new wife, who was known to have
had ongoing problems with Philip over his
unpaid bar tab at her pub. (AD) (HD)

Mike Shepherd Neill Rea
Kristin Sims Fern Sutherland
Jared Morehu Pana Hema Taylor
DC Breen Nic Sampson
Gina Cristina Serban londa

8.00 New. Murdoch Mysteries

12/18 Series 10. The Missing. The
detective investigates when a man claims
he was kidnapped as a child 20 years
earlier and is the rightful heir to a fortune.

Detective William Murdoch Yannick Bisson
Dr Julia Ogden Helene Joy
Constable George Crabtree Jonny Harris
Constable Henry Higgins Lachlan Murdoch
Rebecca James Mouna Traoré

First shown on Alibi (S) (HD)

9.00 Father Brown

6/10 Series 1. The Bride of Christ. Called
in to investigate the suspicious deaths of
two nuns at St Agnes's Convent, the
clergyman finds he is not the only one
interested in cracking the case. (S) (AD) (HD)
10.00 7/10. The Devil's Dust. The priest
joins in the search for a girl who is
believed to be radioactive, and tries to
find out who is responsible for her
overnight disappearance. (S) (AD) (HD)

11.00 Rebus

1/4 Series 1. Black and Blue. World-weary
detective inspector John Rebus goes on
the trail of a copycat serial killer, only to
be taken off the case pending an inquiry
into the death of a convicted murderer he
helped put behind bars 15 years earlier. (S)
1.00-4.00am Ashes to Ashes

Fview 12 F'sat 157 Sky 11 Virgin 127/ D Virgin 227 BT 367

7.00am The Indestructibles (HD) 7.35 Beat
the Internet with John Robins (S) (HD) 8.30
Storage Hunters (S) (HD) 9.55 American
Pickers (S) (HD) 11.50 Soapbox Race (HD)

12.50pm Top Gear: Burma Special (S) (AD)
(HD) 3.30 Top Gear: Africa Special (S) (AD) (HD)
6.00pm Soapbox Race From Paris. (HD)
7.00 Would I Lie to You? Rob Brydon
welcomes Lorraine Kelly, Dara O Briain, Barry
Cryer and Sue Perkins to the panel game. (S) (HD)
7.40 Not Going Out 1/7 Series 8. Lee and
Lucy struggle to maintain their romance. (S) (HD)
8.20 2/7. Lucy criticises Frank over his
abilities as a babysitter. (S) (HD)

9.00 FILM Talladega Nights: the Ballad
of Ricky Bobby ** Comedy starring Will
Ferrell, John C Reilly and Sacha Baron Cohen.
A Nascar racing champion struggles when
his dominance in challenged. (W) (HD)

11.15 Mock the Week With Stewart Francis,
Andrew Maxwell and Andi Osho. (S)

12 midnight QI (S) (HD) 1.00am Have | Got a Bit
More News for You (S) (HD) 1.55 Asian Provocateur
(S) (HD) 2.40-4.00am Crackanory (S) (AD) (HD)

Dave Ja Vu Freeview 79 Sky 211 Virgin 131

BBC News Freeview 231 Freesat 212 Sky 503 Virgin 601 Sky News Freeview 233 Freesat 202 Sky 501 Virgin 602
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24 Hours in A&E 9.00pm Epileptic
David suffers uncontrollable seizures

F'view 14 F'sat 124 Sky 136 Virgin 147 Virgin 195

8.55am Food Unwrapped (S) (HD) 9.15

A Place in the Sun: Home or Away (S) (HD)
12.30pm Location, Location, Location: a
catch-up (S) (HD) 1.35 Devon and Cornwall (S)
(AD) (HD) 2.40 Four in a Bed (S) (HD)

5.1S5pm Come Dine with Me
Hosts from the Nottingham and Derby
area battle it out. (S) (HD)

8.00 Emergency Helicopter Medics
An elderly driver's car flips over, and a
patient suffering a cardiac arrest is put
under emergency anaesthetic. () (AD) (HD)

9.00 24 Hours in A&E

Registrar Dr Ling considers putting
epileptic 23-year-old David into an
induced coma when he makes his second
visit in a fortnight. (S) (AD) (HD)

10.00 Kevin, who is 78, arrives at King's
after suffering a cardiac arrest while
exercising at the gym. (S) (AD) (HD)

11.00 999: What's Your Emergency?
This edition explores how the emergency
services have to learn to cope when
dealing with death on a daily basis. (S) (HD)

12 midnight New. Live PD: following police
officers across America in real time (S)
3.00-3.40am Etight out of Ten Cats (S) (HD)

More4 +1 Freeview 86 Freesat 125 Sky 236 Virgin 196

E4

F'view 28 F'sat 122 Sky 135 Virgin 106 Virgin 145

6.00am Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 6.20 Rules
of Engagement 8.00 FILM A Monster in
Paris % %% (W) 9.45 Ice Age: the Great Egg-
Scapade 10.05 Come Dine with Me: Made in
Chelsea Special 11.10 Made in Chelsea
12.10pm Don't Tell the Bride 2.10 The
Goldbergs (AD) 2.40 Schooled (AD) 3.10
Brooklyn Nine-Nine (AD) 3.40 Young
Sheldon (AD) 5.10 The Big Bang Theory (AD)
6.05pm The Big Bang Theory 3/23 Series 3
Sheldon tries to modify Penny's behaviour.
6.35 4/23. Raj faces being sent back to India.
7.05 5/23. Wil Wheaton guest-stars.

7.35 10/24 Series 7. Sheldon is bothered

by all the attention following his discovery.
8.00 24/24 Series 10. Sheldon's former
admirer Dr Ramona Nowitzki resurfaces.
8.30 18/24 Series 12. Amy and Sheldon

try to charm three Nobel laureates. (AD)
9.00 FILM A Good Day to Die Hard %%
Thriller with Bruce Willis. Review p45. (AD) (W)
10.55 Eight out of Ten Cats With guests
Katherine Ryan, Johnny Vegas, Alex Brooker,
Anna Richardson and Sophie Duker.

11.55 Gogglebox Double bill. (AD)

2.05am First Dates (AD) 3.55 Don't Tell the
Bride 4.45-6.00am Rules of Engagement

E4 +1 Freeview 29 Freesat 123 Sky 235 Virgin 146

F'view 47 F'sat 127 Sky 137 Virgin 143 | HD | F'view 110

9.,05am Extreme Cake Makers 10.05
Escape to the Chateau: DIY (AD) 2.05pm
The Simpsons (AD) 3.05 FILM Teen Wolf
% %% Comedy starring Michael J Fox 5.00
Ramsay'’s Kitchen Nightmares USA: four
editions 9.00 Gogglebox Ep 8 Series 13 (AD)
10.00 First Dates Ep 1 Series 12 (AD)

11.05 Let's Talk about Sex 3/3 Shown
yesterday Channel 4 (AD) 12.10am The Sex
Robots Are Coming (AD) 1.15 Naked Beach (AD)
2.20 Mission Ignition (AD) 3.30 Four Rooms
4.25-4.55am Joe Lycett's Got Your Back (AD)

Paramount Network [54

Dances with Wolves 5.25pm Lt John
Dunbar experiences a culture shock

Freeview 54 Sky 153 Virgin 188 HID | Virgin 187

9.00am Lip Sync Battle: Walking Dead
Special (S) (HD) 9.30 Home and Away:
omnibus (HD) 11.50 Gilmore Girls (S)
1.40pm FILM Just like Heaven k%%
Romantic comedy with Reese Witherspoon
and Mark Ruffalo (S) 3.30 FILM Strictly
Ballroom Romantic comedy drama
starring Paul Mercurio and Tara Morice (HD)

5.25pm Dances with Wolves

E Oscar-winning epic western starring
Kevin Costner. A Civil War hero

befriends a Lakota Sioux Indian tribe

and becomes drawn into their culture.
Director Kevin Costner (1990, 15) (S) (HD)

9,00 Mean Girls %%
E Comedy starring Lindsay Lohan.

A teenager who has been educated
at home is sent to an American high
school for the first time, where she soon

learns about the “survival of the fittest".
Director Mark S Waters (2004, 12) (HD)

11.00 Marvel's Agent Carter
9/10 Series 2. Peggy comes up with a
dangerous plan to save Dr Wilkes. (HD)

11.55 The X-Files
3/24 Series 4. Four black men are found
with their skin drained of pigment. (S) (HD)

12.55am The X-Files: four more episodes
(S) (HD) 4.30=6.00am Gilmore Girls (S)

Freeview 11 Freesat 144 Sky 152 Virgin 123

6.00am Nothing to Declare UK 9.00 60-Minute
Makeover 3.00pm Big Cats: an Amazing Animal
Family (HD) 5.00 The Chase Celebrity Special: four
editions. With Christopher Bisson, Gareth Thomas,
Naga Munchetty and Harry Judd 6.00 With Eric
Bristow, Sammy Winward, Nadine Dorries and Ed
Byrne 7.00 With Karen Barber, Dick Strawbridge,
Catherine Tyldesley and Russell Kane 8.00 With
Arlene Phillips, Diarmuid Gavin, Helen Skelton and
Micky Flanagan 9.00 Queen — Live at Wembley:
a 1986 concert featuring the band's classic hits
10.15 Freddie Mercury: the Great Pretender (HD)
12 midnight The Force: Essex (HD)
4.00-6.00am Highway Patrol (AD)

Pick +1 Freeview 92 Freesat 145 Sky 252

True Entertainment

Freeview 61 (not Wales) Freesat 142 Sky 179 Virgin 189

6.00am The Waltons 7.00 Little House on the
Prairie 8.00 Murder, She Wrote 11.00 Born and
Bred: back-to-back episodes 9.00pm Line of Duty:
double bill. Kate meets a woman who claims to
have been assaulted by Michael, then new
evidence casts further suspicion on Roz 11.30
Taggart: Burke investigates a copycat killing
1.00am Barbara Taylor Bradford's Remember
5.00-6.00am Touched by an Angel

True Entertainment +1 Freesat 152 Sky 279

Horror Channel

Freeview 70 Freesat 138 Sky 317 Virgin 149

8.00am FILM Empire of the Sharks %% Sci-fi
horror 9.50 Highlights 10,00 Sliders 3.00pm
FILM Tremors II: Aftershocks % Comedy
horror 4.55 FILM Tremors 3: Back to Perfection
%% Horror comedy starring Michael Gross
7.00pm FILM Terrordactyl %% Sci-fi action
comedy starring Bianca Haase and Jason Tobias
9.00 FILM The Woman in Black Y Horror
thriller starring Daniel Radcliffe 11.00 FILM Dog
Soldiers %% %% Horror starring Sean Pertwee
1.00am FILM The Sand %% Horror starring
Brooke Butler 2.45=4.30am FILM The
Drownsman % Horror starring Michelle Mylett

SATURDAY 20 APRIL

5 USA [21]

Freeview 21 Freesat 129 Sky 141 Virgin 153

9.00am Access 9.10 CSI: NY

10.45 Murder, She Wrote: ten episodes
9.00pm Law & Order: Criminal Intent Series 8
A German radical becomes the chief suspect
when Nichols and Eames look into the
murder of a Wall Street executive (S)

10.00 Law & Order: Special Victims Unit:
Series 12. Triple bill. A businessman is found
tied up, stripped and branded

11.00 A woman's body is found at an
industrial laundry 11.55 An FBI agent claims
she has been raped while working under
cover (S) (AD) 12.55am Gone (S)

1.50 CSI: NY (S) 3.50-4.00am Access

5 USA +1 F'view 57 (not 2-4am) F'sat 130 Sky 241 Virgin 185

5 Star

Freeview 30 Freesat 131 Sky 128 Virgin 151

8.00am Access 8.05 Two and a Half Men (S)
11.45 FILM Practical Magic %% Romantic
black comedy with Sandra Bullock (S) (HD)
1.50pm FILM Alvin and the Chipmunks %%
Part-animated comedy adventure (S) (HD)
3.45 FILM Alvin and the Chipmunks: the
Squeakquel % %% Part-animated comedy
adventure (HD) 5.25 FILM Big Mommas:
like Father, like Son %% Comedy (S) (HD)
7.35pm FILM Stargate %% %% Sci-fi
adventure starring Kurt Russell and James
Spader (S) (HD) 10.00 Clink 1/10. Drama
starring Katherine Rose Morley. Women
establish a sisterhood as they spend time
together behind bars (S) 11.00 FILM Hall
Pass %% Comedy starring Owen Wilson (HD)
1.10am Fresh Off the Boat: double bill
2.05-4.00am Wentworth Prison (S) (AD)

5 Star +1 Freeview 56 Sky 228 Virgin 186

5 Spike [31]

Freeview 31 Freesat 141 Sky 150 Virgin 154

9.00am Access (HD) 9.10 Knight Rider
11.10 Can't Pay? We'll Take It Away (HD)
2.20pm FILM The Sea Shall Not Have
Them %% Second World War adventure (BW)
4.20 FILM Breakheart Pass %% Western
murder mystery (HD) 6.25 FILM Force 10
from Navarone %% Second World War drama
9.00 FILM Sabotage %% Drug-related
crime thriller (AD) (HD) 10.00 Access (HD)
11.05 FILM Freelancers %% Crime thriller (HD)
1.00am Shops and Robbers: Caught on Camera:
CCTV footage (AD) (HD) 2.00-3.00am Car
Thieves and Thugs: Caught on Camera (AD) (HD)

5 Spike +1 Sky 250

5 Select [55]

Freeview 55 Freesat 133 Sky 159 Virgin 152

9.00am Access 9.10 Paddington Station
24/7 10.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald

12 noon Jane McDonald: Bafta Winning Cruise
1.00pm Cruising with Jane McDonald

2.00 Ben Fogle: Return to the Wild

4.00 Everest: World's Greatest Mountain
5.00 Chris Tarrant: Extreme Railway Journeys
6.00pm The Garden of Eden: Revealed
7.00 Cadbury: Britain's Favourite Chocolate
8.00 World War Il in Colour 9.00 The Bible
11.00 Secrets of Great British Castles
1.00am The Cars That Made Britain Great

2.00 Greatest Chocolate Ads of All Time
3.30-4.00am Criminals: Caught on Camera

CBS Justice [39

Freeview 39 Freesat 137 Sky 148 Virgin 192

8.30am The Key of David 9.00 Diagnosis Murder
2.00pm NCIS 7.00pm 48 Hours: Mystery 9.00
NCIS: four episodes. A navy lieutenant is found dead
10.00 Tony's one-time partner is murdered 11.00
A member of the NCIS team is targeted 12 midnight
Gibbs and the team attend a funeral 1.50am
Ultimate Force 2.55 Thunder in Paradise 3.45
The High Chaparral 4.35=6.00am The District

CBS Drama

Freeview 71(1-1lpm) Freesat 134 Sky 147 Virgin 197

7.30am Tomorrow's World 8.00 Home Shopping
9,00 The District 2.00pm Beyond Belief: Fact or
Fiction? 4,00 Judge Judy 9.00 Psychic Private
Eyes: the case of a ghost that claimed to have
been murdered 10.00 Medium: double bill. Allison
has a dream in which the location of a murder
weapon is revealed, then she dreams about a man
kidnapping Ariel 12 midnight Medium
3.00-6.00am Judge Judy

Sony Crime, PBS America, Smithsonian see over.
Film4 and other Freeview movie channels: p60

Yesterday

Freeview 19 Freesat 159 Sky 155 Virgin 129

6.00am Buried by the Blitz: a Time Team
Special 7.10 Journey to Stonehenge: a Time
Team Special 8.00 Planet Earth (S) (AD) (HD)
6.00pm Planet Earth: double bill.
Woodlands around the world, then the varied
species in the world's tropical rainforests (S)
(AD) (HD) 8.00 Guitar Heroes at the BBC:
double bill. Performances by Alice Cooper
and Black Sabbath, then the Who and ZZ
Top (S) 10.00 Impossible Engineering (S)
(AD) (HD) 11,00 Private Lives (S) (HD)

12 midnight Trains That Changed the World:
freight trains (S) (HD) 1.00am Buried by the Blitz:
a Time Team Special 2.00=-3.00am Journey to
Stonehenge: a Time Team Special

Yesterday +1 Sky 255 Virgin 200

EETY

Freeview 17 Freesat 160 Sky 142 Virgin 128

6.00am Helicopter Heroes (HD) 7.00 Home
Shopping 8.00 Antiques Road Trip (HD)
6.00pm Celebrity Antiques Road Trip (HD) 7.00
DIY SOS (AD) 8.00 Helicopter ER: a biker is badly
injured in a collision with a car (HD) 9.00 Louis
Theroux: Dark States — Trafficking Sex: Louis
explores the sex trade in Houston (AD) (HD) 10.00
Louis Theroux: Drinking to Oblivion (AD) (HD)
11.00 Inside the Mind of a Serial Killer (HD)

12 midnight World's Fattest Man (AD) (HD)
1.00am My Granny the Escort (HD) 2.00 Home
Shopping 4.00 My Ghost Story: Caught on
Camera (AD) (HD) 4.45 My Extreme Weight Loss
Journey (HD) 5.25=6.00am Give a Dog a Home

Freeview 25 Freesat 166 Sky 158 Virgin 281

7.10am River Cottage Veg (HD) 2.00pm
Escape to River Cottage: four editions (HD)
6.00pm River Cottage Vegq: seven episodes.
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall tries living as a
vegetarian 7.00 Cooking with summer garden
vegetables 8.00 Hugh's vegetable patch is
inva